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FROM THE EDITOR 

WELCOME TO THE LATEST ISSUE OF FOUR SHIRES 


Welcome to the July magazine. 

Our cover features a flower, the poppy, that is traditionally associated with those who fought and 
lost their lives In the First World War. It is an object used for commemoration. 

Four Sh/res' artist David Wtlliams Ellis was featured worldwide last month with another 
commemorative piece, his magnificent D-Day sculpture Installed on Gold Beoch In Normandy in 
France. Dovid, a sculptor from Over Worton near Great Tew was asked to take part in the project 
to create a piece thot will form the large part of a memorial to the fallen soldiers from the World 
War II campaign In Normandy. 

One local soldier from Banbury who fought during D-Day recently passed away - his funeral was 
held not tong after the unveiling of the statue; he probably wouldn’t have witnessed it but he 
would undoubtedly have been a proud supporter of the project. See more pictures on page S3. 

it seems we will soon have a new Prime Minister. At the moment, the choice is between Boris 
Johnson and Jeremy Hunt. Both have been accused of this, that and the other and of lacking 
statesmanship. 

One Prime Minister who definitely acted in a statesmanlike manner was Labour leader Harold 
Wilson. He came to power following the scandal hit governments of Harold Macmillan and Alec 
Douglas-Home and one of his priorities was to 'steady the ship'. It Is easy to recall him puffing on 
his briar pipe, (pictured occasionally, when off duty) and being porodied by comedians at the 
time. A local auction house. Hansons, recently sold the contents of his late wife’s estate and we 
feature the story this month. His pipes and other memorabilia can be seen on pages 28-31. 

One very famous scandal thaf helped bring down the aforementioned Harold Macmillan 
conservative government involved a local politician. John Profumo lived at Avon Dassett near 
Banbury. Along with his wife he is featured In our pictures from the past section on page 89. 

It looks like the better weather Is here, the torrential downpours long past. 

It's time to get outside and enjoy the countryside. There are motoring and sporting events galore 
coming up in the FourShires. We are the luckiest people In the land in that respect, as there really 
Is no finer place to live. 

We hope you enjoy this month's magazine. 

JEREMY WILTON 


Winner, winners, winners... 

Congratulations to Jenny Hanks from Banbury and 
Ruth Traub from Deddington, winners in our recent 
ticiket giveaway competitions. 

Jenny Hanks correctly answered Fred Dibnah, he 
was the famous steeplejack who used to regulariy 
visit the Bonbury Rally at Bloxham. 

Four tickets ore on their way to you Jenny. 


Congratulations also to Ruth Troub of Deddington, 
she correctly answered 'Two lone’ the answer to 
the graphic used by The Specials and other Ska 
bands during the SOs. 

A family ticket to the Cornbury Festival is on its way 
Ruth. 

Many thanks to oil of you who entered the 
competitions ... there were a record number this 
year. 
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WHAT’S INSIDE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH 
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TOUR LETTERS: A choree to off youf views 
or send your photos and comments for 
publication in our magazine. 

AROUND THE SHIRES: Last month's local 
news, successes and reports from around 
the Four 5h/res. 


BOOKS: Great books to read this 
summer and Nick Harris's new book 
Never Soy Never. 

OUT AND ABOUT: Places to go and 
events to ottend. Find out whot’s on in 
the Four Shires this month. 



THE MAD FOOL IS AT IT AGAIN: Stuort 
KettelPs ingenious fundraising ideas for 
Macmillan Cancer Supportl 



ARTS AND ANTIQUES: The auction of 
former Prime Minister Harold Wilson's 
personol and political mementos. 


53 

54 


D'DAY: Over Worton sculptor David 
Williams Ellis's sculpture forms part of 
Britain's first D-Day memorial. 

FAIRPORT: Foirport's 40th Cropredy 
Covention takes place this year and 
we have the full story for you. 



BOUTIQUE GLAMPING: Winchcombe 
Form stands in an area of outstanding 
beauty and wonderful wildlife. 




MOTORING AND 
SPORT 


Trains, planes and aulemobiles are ctll hfgliltghls 
In our feature this month. Fram Silverstone tickets^ 
to shooting, odventurous exploits ond there's 
even a village classic cor festival. 



FOOD AMD DRIMK: A new cafe opens 
in Brackley's former railway station 
and food for high energy. 

HOMES AND INTERIORS: Sunshine 
shoud be invited in during the summer 
months, just follow our lead. 

GARDENS AND COUNTRY: The NotSonol 
Garden Scheme is in full flow and 
George's girls are naked in the fields' 

LOOKING BACK: Transport and sport 
from days gone by moke up our 
pictures from the post. 

THEATRE: Outdoor theatre in Oxford 
welcomes back 'Shakespeare's 
Globe on Tour' with a trio of ploys. 

EDUCATION AND BUSINESS: News and 
events, including changes to Oxford 
University's admissions policies. 

THE GREAT BRITISH WEATHER: Ports of 
the UK under water once more. Is the 
weother getting more unstable? 




July is the 
month for 
petrol heads 
and speed 
freaks to get 
out and about! 
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LETTERS 


[LIST A LITTLE 
SCRATCIL.. 

Whilst 'pawing' through the 
picture archives last month 
Dog found these pictures of 
schoolchildren being inoculated 
back in the eariy 1960s. The 
one little lad doesn't seem very 
impressed at all about the idea 
of ii whilst the slightly older lad 
seems totally resigned to the 
situationi It seems strange to 
Dog that there are still people 
who refuse these inoculations 
- leading to outbreaks of 
potentially life threatening 
disease! 




STRESSFUL R\RKING 
IN BANBURY 

The demolition of the Castle 
Quay car park in Banbury 
is causing a lot of fuss as 
shoppers bemoan the lack 
of another car park. The multi 
storey in Castle Street is long 
gone and now the Spice ball 
facility Is on its way too. Not 
to worry though the big new 
complex Is on its way I 


PRESCOTT HILL 
CLIMB TICKET 
WINNER 

Dear Four Shires, 

Thank you so much for our 
complementary tickets to the 
Prescott Hill climb. Although 
it was a wet day. It was an 
excellent programme with 
wonderful cars competing, so 
much so that I forgot to take many photographs. I hope these 
pictures will be of inta'est though. 

With very best wishes, John Bennett 

ED: We are g/ad that 
you hod Q fabulous 
time John and thonk 
you for sharing these 
lovely phofographs 
from the event. 

Look out fn future 
issues of Four Shires 
magazine for further 
competitions to enter. 




DAUBENIIORN jjpf 
CliARITY 
CHALLENGE! 

Dog's good mote, Andy 
Foirbairn is going on a charity 
fund raising hike and he's taking 
Dog with him. 

The hike is in Switzerland and It 
involves climbing up o ladder 
or two! 

The challenge is to ascend the 
1,000 metre sheer rock face of 
the Daubenhorn, o mountain 
near Leukerbad In Switzerland. It 
will toke about eight hours to climb I 

Andy will be raising money for two charities - o building project 
for Q school In The Gambia and the Kotharlne House Hospice in 
Adderbury near Banbury. 

EDUCATION IN THE GAMBtA 

As many will be aware, Andrew and his wife, Marilyn, hove spent 
the last few years travelling to The Gambia. 

Three years ago the Rotary Club of Banbury, together with the 
Rotary Club of Tonbridge, funded a borehole at Prospects Upper 
Basic School, Morlama Kunda Village, The Gombio. This has been 
Q great success. Until then students and teachers often had to put 
up with poor quality water ond the heolth risks associated with if. 

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE 

There must be few people who do not have cause to appreciate 
the services provided by a hospice given to o family member or 
friend. Katharine House Hospice is on excellent example of care 
within this important sector and not only provides accommodation 
and day treatment but Is also active in core in the community in 
people's homes. 

FUNDRAISING 

If you wish to 
sponsor Andrew 
on the ascent of 
the Daubenhorn, 
you can choose 
for your donation 
to go to either or 
both recipients. 

If you are o tax 
payer then a Gift 
Aid form can 
be forwarded 
to you for you 
to complete in 
order that an 
odd if ion ol 2S7a 
can be added 
to your generous 
donation. 

Please contact 
Andrew via email 
to andrew® 
whitec o m mercio!. 
co.uk if you ore willing to moke a donation to these deserving 
causes. 

For the avoidance of doubt, 100% of your donation will go to the 
reclpient{s). No amount will be deducted for expenses. 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 


AROUND THE SHIRES 



TIME CAPSULE 
BURIAL 

Three pupils from Das sett CofE 
Primory School have sent 
a message to the future by 
burying o time capsule in an 
ancient style burial mound. 

The Mid England Barrow, 
between Clayton and 
Fenny Compton, is still under 
construction but its blueprint 
dates back thousands of years. 

The project is the broinchild 
of Sarah Smart and Richard 
Beeby, who decided to get the 
community involved with the 
build. 

The build which will be 
complete by July, is being led 
by Joby Wheatley who has 
become an expert in barrow 
construction. 

Joby said: ''This is the fourth 
barrow I have built. We built the 
first one in the country for 5,000 
years." 

Only a handful of people will 
know the exact location of the 
time copsule, a fact not lost by 
the children. 


NEW DESIGN FOR 
ICONIC BRAKSPEAR 
BEERS 


A much loved Henley icon 
got a new look last month 
with the relaunch of Brakspear 
Bitter ond Oxford Gold in oil 
Brakspear pubs selling the 
popular beers. 

Brakspear Bitter is renamed 
Brakspear Gravity, in a 
reference to the 'double 
dropping' system used to brew 
the ale, when it flows under 
gravity from its initial 1 6 hours of 
fermentation to another vessel 
for secondary fermentation. 



The new designs are inspired 
by William Morris, designer, 
poet and o graduate of 
Oxford University who lived in 
Kelmscott Monor in Oxfordshire. 
The fomous Brokspeor Bee is 

still prominent 
within the new 
design, which 
will feature on 
pump clips, 
bottle labels, 
beer mats and 


more. 



Have you ever seen cars with strange block and white patterns 
and wondered why they look like they do? 

New paint schemes emerge oil the time, but there is one look that 
is always intriguing: cor camouflage. No, not the desert or arctic 
warfare kind, camera proof two tone camouflage. 

Many cars, especially those emerging from the Gaydon based 
Land Rover sport a bizarre 'magic eye^ pattern and designers 
deliberately make their cors look that woy so that when and if 
these prototype cars get snapped by o photographer, certain 
incriminating details ore not visible. 

The camouflage isn't paint but a vinyl application. The pattern 
on the application is perfect ot tricking even the most advonced 
auto focus systems on o camera. That's because a camera's auto 
focus system uses a subject's colours and contrast to figure out its 
focus. 

Cars in testing are often spotted in zebra like looks that would 
make on active autofocus system struggle. Other cameros like 
SLRs hove another form of aulofocus which looks at contrast in the 
subject, to make its focus adjustment. 

Again all the black and white swirls and lines on a prototype car 
moke it nearly impossible for even some of the better autofocus 
systems to work. 

The fun part is that anyone can buy these wraps and more and 
more of them are now appearing on the roods. 


.MLXLIN AUTO.MOTIVE PARK 

West Oxfordshire District Council has awarded outline planning permission to the Mullin Automotive Park. The submission 
summarised proposals fora world class automotive museum in the heart of the Four Shires, rehabilitating a disused airfield on part 
of the site and generating local employment to support the growing community of clossic automobile collectors. 

Peter Mullin said "I don't regard myself os a collector of wonderful classic cars, but more as o custodian of a collection which I 
wont to moke ovailable in a public forum well beyond my lifetime." 

The museum seeks not just to capture the history of automobiles over the last century, but also to be an open ended collection 
that charts the changing face of mobility in the future. It will be a centre of knowledge, education ond excellence that showcases 
the extraordinary impact automobiles hove had and will continue to have on our lives. 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 



FREE BEERl 

TRY HOOKY HAYMAKER! 

Sf the great British summer lets you down you con 
rely on Hook Norton Brewery to deliver it's traditional 
summer ole Hoymaken 

This premium pale ole pocks a hoppy punch loaded 
with the quintessentiolly British hop, "Goldings' giving 
a smooth, slightly spicy floral flavour. 

Fancy trying some Haymaker? Pop along to The 
Great Western Arms at Blockley, on Thursday 4th 
July at 7pm where they will be serving up free 
samples. The Hook Norton brewers will also be on 
hand to chat about how they make the beer and 
the ways ond workings of the brewery. 



LirrLE BAG OF 
SUNSHINE 

Banbury Bid have launched their 
brilliant new eco-friendly Bag 
of Sunshinet Made from 100% 
recycled materials, these handy 
totes are now available from 
selected Banbury town centre 
businesses, including Sweet 
Celebrations, Doodledosh Interiors, 
The Artery Art Shop ond Bonbury 
Museum. The bogs are priced at 
£4 each. 


REFURBISHED 
LEISURE CENTRE 
OPENS ITS DOORS 

Managers at Chipping 
Norton Leisure Centre are 
inviting residents to try out its 
facilities and activities at a 
special open day. 

The Centre has benefited from a new £100,000 multi use games 
area with more than £150,000 being spent on upgrading and 
improving the gym thanks to backing from the Council and its 
leisure provider GLL Better. 

Users and guests can enjoy the full range of sessions and facilities 
at an open day on Saturday 6th July. 

Activities available on the doy will include swimming, aerobics, 
gym workout sessions and yoga. Activities between 7om and 3pm 
will be free of chorge. 



WARRINER SCHOOUS NEW ASTROTURF 
PITCTI OPENED LAST MONTH 

The new facility has seen the old netball courts doubled in size, 
allowing for netball, tennis, football, hockey and other sports to 
be played. 

Additional floodlighting meons the space can also be enjoyed 
by the community oil year round. 

The £200k transformation was funded by Oxfordshire County 
Council and with charitable donations. 

The AstroTurf pitch is available to hire, for more information 
check Warriner School’s website. 



dcx;gy raddlers looking for crtnea 

PIGS! 

Leading vet charity PDSA is holding a 'Big Doggy Paddle' in 
September, The event will give up to 30 participants the chance 
to be 'rescued' from the a marina by o 13 stone Newfoundland 
canine lifesaver. 

PDSA provides free and reduced cost veterinary care to the sick 
and injured pets of people in need across the UK. The charity's 
Bristol Pet Hospital, treats nearly 49,000 pets every year, costing 
over £840,000. The fundraiser is aiming to raise £50,000 to help 
keep this vital, lifesaving local service running. 

Head Vet Nurse Joanne Steenson, who is toking on the challenge, 
said: "PDSA's first Big Doggy Paddle of London's Canary Whorf 
was a huge success. Now it's coming to Bristol, I couldn't resist 
signing up myself to experience the power and grace of these 
incredible, lifesaving dogs, 

"I'm really looking forward to taking the leap come September, 
and I'm hoping locals will support me and sign up for the event in 
Portisheod Marino them selves!" 

The event will help raise vitol money for the charity that helps over 
470,000 animals across the UK every year, and plays a crucial role 
supporting Bristol's most vulnerable pets ond their owners. 

To find out more about the event or to register your interest, visit 
WWW, pdsQ.org,uk/doggypoddie or coll 0800 508 8323. Participants 
must pay a registration fee to secure their place, which covers the 
cost of their 'paddle pock' and must raise a minimum of £1,000 for 
the charity. 


WISE FUNDS AT 
CHARITY DINNER 

Wise Funds, on investment 
manogement company 
in Chipping Norton held 
an evening of food and 
entertainment o! The 
Cotswolds Club in Chipping 
Norton recently. The evening 
formed part of the 20th Anniversary of the Jane Philips (MBE) 
Memorial Golf Day and Gala Dinner. The dinner followed on from 
a day of charity golf which attracted over 100 players including 
some of the Wise Investment partners. The final totol raised was 
a fabulous £4500 for the Lawrence Home nursing team whom 
provide specialist end of life core in the local area. 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 



• A Fotiche Uaciof forms porf o1 fhe onniFoJ parode 


BLAKESLEY SHOW 

Saturday 3rd August, gates open at Sam 


B lakesfey Show 15 a 

traditional agricultural 
show which is held every 
yeor on the first Saturday in 
August and this year it will be 
the 135fh Show. 

The show tokes ploce in a 
beautiful rural setting in the 


South Northamptonshire 
countryside within easy reoch 
of the Ml and A5 being just 
three miles from Towcester. 

Entry fees are £12 for adults. £5 
for S to 16 years with under 8’s 
free of charge. A family ticket 
[two adults and up to three 



BLAKESLEY SHOW 

Saturday 3rd August 2019 Commencing at 8am 
Blakesley Heath Farm, Maidford, Towcester NN 12 8HN 



MAIN RING ENTERTAINMENT including 
WALDBURG SHIRE HORSES 
HEAVY HORSESTHROUGH THE AGES 
Trade Stands, Craft Fair and Food Half 
Refreshments & Licensed Bars 
Shooting & Dog Scurry (enter on the day) 
Exhibiting Classes for: 

Dairy, Beef and Sheep 
Horses, Pontes, Showjumping; 
Gymkhana & Clear Round Jumping 


www.theblakesleys how.co.uk btakesleyshow@li ve.co. uk 



• Trade sfond exh/b/fors from 
prev/ous yearf 


children) is available for £25. 
Free parking is included. 

There are over 70 classes for 
horses and ponies ranging 
from Q gymkhana and dosses 
for children to qualifiers for the 
prestigious Olympia finals. 

Cottle and sheep exhibits ore 
always popular attractions 
and this year Blakesley Show 
is taking port in the inaugural 
Heart of England Cattle 




Championship in conjunction 
with Kenilworth and Bloston 
Shows. 

Elsewhere on the showground 
there is o wide voriety of trade 
stands and plenty of catering 
outlets where food and drink 
can be purchased. The Craft 
Marquee incorporates o Food 
Tent. 

The Main Ring entertainment 
this year includes Woldburg 
Shire Horses demonstrating 
'Heavy Horses through the 
Ages' and music from Bradwell 
Silver Band. 

Blakesley Show is a great 
family day out with lots to see 
and do and provides a greot 
opportunity to experience the 
best that rural England has to 
offer. ♦ 



• Piclures from previous sfrow^ featuring ffte farmers* Btoodhaunds 
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Discover The Extraordinary 

Unique Style, Supreme Comfort & Guaranteed Quality 

A fabulous range of furniture is ready for you to try in our Banbury showrooms 



Visit our famous Banbury showrooms and choose quality furniture and beds from ; 
Collins & Hayes, G Plan, Parker Knoll, Alstons, Tetrad, Celebrity, 

Himolla, Sherborne, Stag, Hypnos, Sealy, Health Beds, Ducal, Etc... 

Furniture for every room, expert advice & over 25 years of trusted service. 


Opening Times 


Monday - Saturday 
g:oo am - 5:15 pm 
Sunday 
10 am - 4 pm 


DENNETTS 

FAMILY FURNISHINGS 


Warwick Road 
Banbury 


0X16 2AB 



WWW. bennettsfurniture. co. uk 


Exceptional quality. Exceptional value. Exceptional service 





































BOOKS 



IN THE READING ROOM 

GREAT BOOKS TO READ THIS SUMMER, ALL SELECTED BY 
CHRISTINE BRIDGER AT THE OLD HALL BOOK SHOP, BRACKLEY 




TI lERE THERE 

There There by Tommy Orange 
is the only book I hove read 
describing the contemporary 
native American experience. 
Set in Oakland, California, 
it follows the lives of several 
Native Americons who are 
gathering in the city for the 
'Big Oaklond Powwowh 
Many are hoping to meet 
up with family or see their 
loved ones dance but one of 
the characters attends the 
powwow with dark Intentions 
which culminate in a dramatic 
finale. £8.99 


IN THE DARK 

I have just finished reading In 
the Dark by Caro Hunter, a 
gripping police procedurol 
drama set In Oxford. I really 
enjoyed the twists and turns 
of this book which starts In 
leafy north Oxford when 
builders halt work when they 
discover something untoward 
in the cellar. Intelligent and 
unpredictable and with a 
cast of Interesting characters 
I am now looking forward to 
reoding others by this author. 
£8.99 


EREBUS 

Erebus by Michael Palin Is 
now out in paperback. An 
interesting and lively account 
of HMS Erebus, a ship that 
undertook two ambitious 
expeditions. The first was to 
travel further south than any 
ship hod yet been and the 
second was to find the North 
West Passage, during which 
she disappeared with her 1 29 
man crew and lay inside the 
Canadion arctic circle for 160 
years. £8.99 


ROCKET TO TI IE 
.MOON! 



Rocket to fhe Moonf by Don 

Brown is a well illustrated 
book aimed at children giving 
a potted history of rockets 
from China, through World 
War II and culminating in the 
moon landings 50 years ago. 
Hopefully this will pique the 
interest of tomorrow's 
scientists 
£9.99 
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BOOKS 



UNBREAKABLE 

Richard Asquith is well known 
for his running books, fee# 
ft? fhe Cfouds and Running 
Free. He has now turned his 
attention to o Czech woman, 
Lata Brandisova, who defied 
convention and rode in a 
perilous steeplechase, the 
Grand Pardubice. It took place 
m 1937 just before the Nazi 
invasion of Czechoslovakia. 
She won the race and 
her achievement caused 
celebrations. Asquith’s book 
places her among the sporting 
greats of the 20th Century and 
males for on absorbing read. 
£16,99 



BLOWING THE 
BLOODY DOORS OFF 

Another new paperback 
arrival is Michael Caine's 
autobiography B/owmg 
the Bloody Doors Off. A 
wonderfully interesting and 
amusing account of a life 
and long, successful career in 
acting, A great read, £8,99 
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# Gerry Summers and Nick 
Harris 




Nfck Hams 


BY NICK HARRIS 

To celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the 
Motorcycle World 
Championships, legendory 
commentator Nick Harris, 
the 'voice' of MotoGP 
chronicles 70 years of 
drama, adrenaline, tragedy 
and celebration in his brand 
new book: Never Say Never, 

For 40 years. Nick, originaily 
from Cumnor, Oxford, 
travelled the world reporting 
and commentating on 
MotoGP. 

His working iife has always 
been inextricably linked 
with motorbikes, from 
travelling through Argentina 
just before the outbreak 


of the Falklands War and 
ignoring the apartheid ban 
on trove I ling through South 
Africa. 

As o trusted insider. Nick 
got to know racers Barry 
Sheene, Giacomo Agostini, 
Valentino Rossi and fellow 
Oxonian Mike Hailwood. 


He saw feuds unfold, 
champions mode and 
careers ended and in Never 
Say Never he shares the real 
stories behind the greatest 
legends in the sport. 


m .• 


Nick started his career 
working on local 
newspapers In Oxford, often 
retrieving boulk copies of 
the local 'frees' from under 
Donington Bridge in the 
city. From here he started 
working as a sports reporter 
and eventually a job with 
the motorcycling press 
followed. 

Despite travelling the 
world, Nick always stayed 
grounded in the Four Shires, 
loving his local footbolJ club, 
Oxford: serving as a director 
on the board for a time. 

Never Soy Never is 

publishedi by Virgin, 
hardback £20 
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OUT AND ABOUT 


WIJAT’S ON IN THE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH 



PUB IN THE 
PARK \XTTH TOM 
KERRIDGE 

5t Nicholas Pork, Worwick CV34 
4QY, 5th - 7th July 

Tom Kerridge and his foodie 
friends are touring the country 
in 2019 with a cracking line 
up of world cfoss chefs, hit 
music and award winning 
pubs and restaurants who will 
serve their most popular dishes 
to discerning punters. Now, 
along with great shopping, 
bars and other festival fun. Pub 
in fhe Pont is heading to the 
lovely town of Warwick and 
bringing the people of the 
West Midlands a taste of foodie 
festival fun. 

w w w.p ubin f h epark uk. com/ 
Warwick 



THE BOURNE AGAIN 
SI lADOWS 

The Mfll Arts Centre, Banbury 
0X1A 2PA, 6th July, 7.30pm 

Celebrating 60 years of Cliff 
and The Shadows, Simon 
Goodo/I and the Bourne Again 
Shadows ore widely acclaimed 
as the most authentic sounding 
Cliff/Shadows tribute act. 

With Cliff classics like Summer 


Holiday, The Young Ones 
and P/eose Don't Tease: ond 
Shadows' instrumental hits 
such as Apoche, Wonderful 
Land and Poof Tappsir, you 
will be topping your feet down 
memory laneJ 

w ww. fhem iitorfscen fre. co. uk 

EYNSIIAM CARNIVAL 

Queen Elizabeth Ploying Fields, 
Oxford Rood, Eyrtshom 0X29 
4HG, Ath July, Hom^Apm 
(above centre) 

Eynsham Carnivol is o village 
institution - bringing traffic to a 
standstill on the first Saturday 
in July. A parade and morris 
dancing follows the troditiono! 
madcap Shirt Race around the 
centre of the village leading 
to the Queen Elizabeth playing 
field on Oxford Road. Here 
fantastic acts, funfair, stalls and 
Q craft fair along with a bar tug 
of war and lots of family friendly 
activities make for o great 
day out. Email: enquiries® 
eynshamcQrnival.com 



WALK (FIELLmmiS) 

Car Park an Market Square, 
Deddinglon 0X15 OTIJ, 7th July, 
1Q.30am-4.30pm 

A circular walk to Paper Mill, 
Sou Idem Wharf, the canal. 


North Aston, Manor Farm, 
and Chapmans Lone. Bring 
refreshment for an en route 
break and a picnic. Crosses 
B4031 in villages. Dogs on leads. 
Bus S4 arrives from Oxford at 
10.17am. Call 01365 514082. 



THE CARICE SINGERS, 
SOUNDING NOREII 

St Mary's Church, Warwick 
CV34 4RA, 9th July, 7.3{>pin 

Premiered to great acclaim 
ot the Oxford Lieder Festival 
lost Autumn, 'Sounding North' 
presents a regional exploration 
of Nordic choral music from 
the end of the 19th Century to 
the present day. The audience 
will experience music and 
languages from Iceland, 
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, 
ond Finland, in oddition to 
'kulning' [Swedish herding 
calls), Norwegian folk singing, 
and 'Ibyly' (the sound of steam 
in Q Finnish sauna). 

w w w. Ihecori cesf'n g ers. co. uk 

PICTURES OF 
DORIAN GRAY 

Blackwell's Bookshop, Oxford 
0X1 3BQ, 9th - 27th July, 7.30- 
10pm (top right) 

Handsome young Dorian 
Gray falls under the spell of 



Henry Wotton, a sophisticated, 
amoral aristocrat, who leads 
him into a life of decadence 
and sin. When Dorian catches 
sight of his new portrait, he 
makes a wish: if only he could 
stay young, while the portrait 
grows old. As the portrait in the 
attic begins to age, how long 
can Dorian keep his secrets? 
This vivid and exciting new 
adaptation combines Oscar 
Wilde's glittering wit with the 
pulse raising pace of a thriller. 
The cost switch roles at different 
performances, giving you a 
choice of four versions. How 
does the story feel different 
with o male or o female 
Dorian Gray? Email boxofftce® 
creationtheQtre.co.uk 



MATT FORDE AND 
FOX DOG STUDIOS 

The North Wall Arts Centre, 
Summertown 0X2 7JN, 11th 
July, 7.30pm-9.30pm 

A night of laughs oheod of 
the Edinburgh Fringe with two 
fantastic comedy previews. 
Matt Forde is an ultra topical 
comedian and presenter 
of Lfnspun. As seen on The 
Roy of Voriefy Performonce, 


t4# FOUR SHIRES 























































the Week< The One 
I how and Question Time. 
■oxdog Studios is a double act 
:onnprised of IT professionols- 
urned-comedians Lloyd 
Henning and Peter Sutton. 
Combining comedy, computer 
programming ond rock music, 
■oxdog Studios ore making □ 
lame for themselves as one of 
he most innovative emerging 
]Cts in British comedy. 




FHE UPBEAT BEATLES 

ioyal Spa Centre, Royol 
.eamington Spa, l2tK July, 
L30pm 

he Upbeof Beaffes are 
doimed to be second to 
Tone with powerhouse vocals, 
precision harmonies and tight 
nusicionship. The guys have 
pn easy, happy rapport with 
pny crowd, giving them a 
eputation to be envied as the 
pest in the business. The show 
□kes you through the Fob 
■our’s long ond winding road 
rom the early Cavern days 
hrough Beaf/emonfa, Amehco, 
iergeant Pepper to Abbey 
?oad, with narrative and full 
nulti-media presentation. 

V ww. warwic k dc, gov. uk / 
oyatspocentre 


\ MIDSUMMER 
MIGHT'S DREAM 

he Royal and Derngate 
heatre, Northampton, 12th- 
14th July, various times 

he most popular of 
ihokespeore’s plays, A 
^Hidsummer Night's Dream 
portays a young lover’s 
plight, A series of mishaps o^nd 
nisunderstandings unfold 
vhen she takes matters into 


her own hands and 
escapes through on 
enchanted forest 
with her lover. Is this 
o comedy with fools, 
foiries and flowers? 

Or is this a tragedy 
of manipulation, 
disorder and dork 
creatures? Throw in 
a chaotic battle between the 
Fairy King and Fairy Queen with 
some unusual capers between 
amateur actors and we ask the 
question: who is really in control 
of this midsummer night? 

www.ro yoian ddern g at e, c o. uk 

OXFORD 

PHILHARMOXTC: 

ORCHESTRA: 

BAROQUE 

FAXOURITES 

Merton College Chapel, Merton 
Street, Oxford 0X1 4JD, 

13tti July, 7.30pm, pictured top) 

In the atmospheric 13th 
Century chapel of Merton 
College, Marios Papadopoulos 
and the orchestra present a 
concert of baroque favourites 
from Hondel’s Music for the 
Royal Fireworks 
and Water Music 
tO' Pachelbel’s 
Canon and Vivaldi's 
intimate concerto 
for a sacred 
space, 'Al sonto 
sepolcro’. Nestling in between 
them is o rare treat: Georg 
Philipp Telemann's take on 
Cervantes's Don Quixote, with 
its depictions of battle, deceit 
and not one but two galloping 
horses. Join us for baroque 
jewels you may know, and 
some you may not. 

For tickets and further 
informoion email boxoffice'® 
oxfordphiLcom 




PEOPLE’S PARK 
CENTENARY 

People's Park, Banbury, 14th 
July 2019, 10.30am-3.30pm 

Celebrating 100 years of 
People's Pork, A great event 
for all the community to come 
together to celebrate the 
park's centenary year! For 
those wishing to participate 
with on activity, or to trade/ 
promote/fundroise please 
contact info@banbury.gov,uk. 
This year there will be □ special 
centenary walking procession. 
If any business or group would 


like to take part, pleose 
contact the council. 

WWW, banb ury, gov. uk 

TANIA EDWARDS 
‘DON'T MENTION 
IT AT AN OXFORD 
COMEDY FESTIVAL' 

The Jam Factory, Oxfard 
0X1 IHU, 14th July, Apm-7pm 

Aword winning stand up 
comedion Tania Edwards 
explores these emotionally 
incontinent times and explains 
why it's imperative to repress 
our emotions. But just how eosy 
is it to be bashful and brazen, 
coy and courageous? 



Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Enjoy magical summer walks; browse our fantastic range of 
plants, gardening supplies and gifts and soak up the sun on the 

deck of the Garden Terrace Cafe. 

A perfect day out for all the family - dog friendly tool 



Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GL56 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

Email; arboretufTi@batsfordfoundation.co.uk 

w w w.baUa r b. co. u k 
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TI IE GRANGE 
SCHOOL. WILD 2019 

Tlie Deco Tlieatfe, 

Northampton, I7lh July, 7.15pm 

Go w/th The 
Grange School 
this summer. 

This annual 
performance showcases the 
amazing talents of the children 
of Grange School, as their extra 
curricular activities culminate in 
this font a Stic performance. 

WWW. fh edec o. c o. ufc 

USING TOUR SENSES 

Under 5's activities at the 
Botanic Garden, Rose Lane, 
Oxford OXl 4AZ. 17th July, 
1Qam-12pm (above right) 

Use your senses to explore 
the garden. Smell lovely 
flowers, listen for bird song, 
find a roan bow of petals ond 
do some taste testing to find 
your fovourite fruit! Includes 
craft ond gardening activities 
ond stories. Standord entry. 
Suggested donation £2 per 




Lord Leycester Hospital and 
Visitor Centre, Jury Street. Hot 
food will be available both 
days. All money raised goes 
to CV34 charities and worthy 
causes. 

www.WQrwjcfcbeerfesffVal.com 


child. Part of the gorden's 
Urban Oosf's Weefc. Emoil: 
education@obg .ox.ac.uk 



WARWICK COURT 
LEET BEER AND 
CIDER FESTIVAL 

Pageant Gardens, Warwick 
CV34 4BJ, Ifth and 20th July 

More than 27 differennt beers 
ond ciders. Entry includes 
Q commemorotive glass. 
Advanced tickets only due to 
the size of the venue - from the 



FARINGDON FOLLY 
TO\XTR OPEN DAY 

Farlngdon Folly Tower, 
Farlngdon SH7 7AQ, 21st July, 

1 lam-Spm 

This unique, unusual lOOft 
Tower is Faringdon’s icon and 
the last major folly to be built 
in England. It sits on Folly Hill, 
within a charming circular four 
acre woodland of splendid 
Scots Pine and broadleaf trees, 


some more than 200 yeors 
old. Check out the fantastic 
views over five counties and 
find out about the history of 
Folly Hill, Henry Jomes Pye (of 
Sing a Song of Sixpence fame), 
Oliver Cromwell ond the very 
eccentric Lord Berners (the 
creator of the Tower]. 

WWW. fartn g do n fo Wy. org. ufc 



TEDDY BEAR3 
PICNIC 

Hfll Cfose Gardens, Warwick 
CV34 AHF, 25th July, 2pm-4pm 

It^s teddy bear time again at 
Hill Close Gardens. One of their 
most popular events. Bring your 
favourite teddy beor and a 
picnic rug. Entrance is £4 per 
child including activities ond a 
picnic. Accompanying odulfs 



Abraxas Cook shop Illumination 

Barn Eleven LIghtdraw Photography’^ 

7 Beehive Gifts Paws at the Shires 

China & Glass Abraxas Pour La Femme Beauty 

Country Clothing Abraxas Silver Sixpence Bridal Boutique* 
Darlington’s Tea Room Simply Salvaged 

Dre s sage by Abraxas Some thing Speci aJ 

Flutterbyes Hair Texture Interiors 

Food for Thought by Abraxas The Garden Room frjuTAmam 
House of Carillon The Sweet Shop 

House of Carillon *RobelP The Watch Boutique 


REE Parking & Wifi • First Ciass Venue • First Class Service 

y P £ N 10am - 5 1’ M E V e r V D a v* 


w. heart oft he Shi res .CQ*uk On the AS^ 2 miles North of Weedon< NN7 4LB 

*Ap|}Olntmefit Only 
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£L50= To book o place pleose 
contact the centre manager 

w.hfWc/osegordens. c om 

W^ARWIOK FOLK 
FESTimL 

All over Warwick 25\h - 2dth 
July, various Itmes 

Since its humble beginnings in 
1979, the annual Warwick Folk 
Festival has developed into one 
of the most highly regarded 
folk events on the nationo! and 
international scene, attracting 
fans from all over Britoin and 
from as far afield os the USA 
ond Austrolia. 2019 is the 40th 
festival! 


WWW. Warwick fofkf es tivai c o. ok 



60+ BAND 

Greatworth Inn, Chapel Road, 
Banbury 0X17 2DT, 26lh July, 
8.30-11.3apm 

An evening of live music from o 
four piece band who ploy pop 
and rock n roil covers. 

SUMMER STORY 
MAKER: VIKINC; 
STORYTELLINC; 

The Story Museum, Pembroke 
Street, Oxford 0X1 IBP, 2?th 
July - 2nd August, 10am-4pfn 
(pictured right) 

Viking mythology is brimming 
with dramatic stories from 


mighty giants to mischievous 
gods. Explore what mokes a 
greot Viking myth with Anna 
O’Brien and then make your 
own mighty myths. £l 70 for 
the week. Email boxoffice® 
s tory m u se um .org. uk 




r,] 






THE ADDAMS FAMILY 

Rugby Theatre, Rugby, 31st July 
- 4th August, various times 

Rugby Theatre’s summer 
youth project is bock with the 
devilishly funny. The Addams 
Fomlly. The show features an 
original story and it's every 
father’s nightmare. Wednesday 
Addams has grown up ond 
fallen in love with a sweet, 
smart young man from a 
respectable family. Wednesday 
has confided in her father 
and begs him not to tell her 
mother. Now, Gomez must do 
something he’s never done 
before - keep a secret from his 
beloved wife, Jviorticia. 

w w w.fug by f h eo he. co. uk 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
VINTAGE & COUNTR\^ 
ENTRA\A^iANZA 

South Cerney Airfield, 
Cirencester 2nd - 4th August 
(pictured above right) 

The Annual Gloucestershire 
Vintage and Country 
Extravoganzo is widely 
regarded as one of the biggest 
and best steam vintage and 
countryside events in the UIC. It 
attracts thousands of exhibitors 




and visitors from across the 
country whilst actively raising 
thousands of pounds for 
both national and regional 
charities. The show includes 
full size steam, miniature 
steam, o steam working area, 
classic ond collectors cars, 
vintage buses, motorcycles, o 
countryside arena and animal 
shows, ex emergency and 
military vehicles and much 
more. 




FIOR! MHSICAl : 

Hetmdon Church, Helmdon 
NK13 5QR, 7th September, 
7.30 pm 

The Friends of St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Helmdon are pleased to 
welcome Fiori Musicoli for o 
concert. Their musicians are 
world doss and the concert 
is certain to be a wonderful 
evening. The programme 
will include popular soprano 
Judit Felszeghy singing arias 
from Mozart's Italian operas 
and the Fiori players will 
perform works by Rossini 
ond Boccherini. Tickets ore 
£20 each. Contact Chris 
Gatlside for more details 
and for tickets by email to: 
c.gartsidel @btin tern et.com 



Demonstrations • Lectures • Music 

19 - 21 July 

vam Waterperry Gardens ^ 

near Wheatley, Oxford OX33 iLA "'S 

Open: 10-530 Daily * £7IH advatlCB or £lo on the day 

WWW. celebratingceramics. co. uk 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 


TAKE A CHANCE ON ME 

FESTIVAL ORGANISER, JO, DEFIES THE ODDS 


B ock in September 201S, 
Jo Cross hosted the first 
ever CHANCES Festival 
held at the sports fields in 
Deddington. The inaugural 
event was a tremendous 
success and Jo is already a 
good way into planning this 
yeor^s festival which will take 
place on September 1 4th at 
the same venue. 

What makes these events all 
the more remarkable however, 
is that the organiser. Jo, 
suffered tour strokes in 2016. 
What could easily have turned 
out to be o serious handicap in 
her life has actuoily driven Jo to 
establish the already successful 
CHANCES charity fundraising 
festival 

Whilst recovering in Oxford 
(originally Jo's diagnosis was 
thought to be nothing more 
thon an ear infection] she 
formed the idea of running a 


small music festival and doing 
something constructive during 
her rehabilitation. A friend 
had suggested an evening 
event where he would DJ. but 
after trying to find a venue it 
suddenly spiralled into a small 
music festival in a field. And Jo 
thought why not aim that high? 

"'As an older person, if you are 
affected by a stroke, there is 
a good bock up system," said 



• V/P ffpi, photo by 
Marianne Pratley 



^ CHANCES ^ 

t4TH SEPTEMBER 20 •3 

2PM-1AM . ■ 

I THETiPfS.DEDDlNGTON OXiSOOH | 

A SMALL ONE DAY MUSIC FESTIVAL WITH A BID HEART 


Set within the OJdbrdshire Countryside, step into the Lpis and feet trans¬ 
ported into the positive world of CHANCES 


Be enchanted by the setting^ the entertainment {or the cocktails!}. 

Come and join our tribe, lose Iho&e inhibitions and enjoy tie stellar vibes oi CHANCES 

- r . 'Whatever music (or vibe} yon Sfte tiere is something for evefyDne... 
get your outfits ready and glitter on, and bring the happy vftjes.... 
because the tipis are caBing you! 

INITIAL UNE UP 

ALEVELRED JESSSIMMOUS ALEAHTESS A SAMMARTIR 
A EIUDHFORS!£RJIM&SUE 


J SETS 


EXPOSURE 


♦ 

^'4 


■supporting 


Phc 


\ocM 


A mn STRAYFIELD A DJBLUNT - REEK 
Entertainment r/ five music ti illusionist If sitert ciaco H ccmady// hflatabtes // a 
^ kids comer If facepairiitang tl fcod coirt ii merch // bars and more 


TICKETS 

ONSALEAT: 


CHMIISF[SIIML.COJII[ 



• Chonces Fesffvol phofo by Marianne Prafiey 


Jo. "As a younger person, there 
isn't quite such good support. 
Different Strokes Is a charity 
that is aimed at those younger 
people who suffer from strokes 
to support them and their 
families with information pocks 
and support services in the 
form of groups and online 
services. 

"I have always loved music." 
said Jo, “and I really wanted 
to get involved in fundraising. 

A music event seemed the 
ideal option for me to raise 
awareness of strokes in younger 
people. People dismissed the 
idea out of hand - but the 
more they dismissed the idea, 
the more determined E became 
to ochieve something." 

The CHANCES festivol really was 
a triumph over adversity for Jo. 
There were numerous obstacles 
placed in Jo's way, including 
funding, red tape and logistics 
os well as the stroke side effects 
of speech ond language and 
hyper sensitivity to sensory 


information. Jo can't use 
the telephone or read and 
write but she managed to 
overcome it oil through sheer 
determination. 

"We were told we hod to keep 
the noise down past a certain 
time due to concerns, which 
was too eorly to end the event" 
said Jo. "We ended up using 
o silent disco for the latter part 
of the evening enabling us to 
keep the festival going, but 
abiding by the restrictions. We 
ail enjoyed the silent disco!" 

ft was exactly this type of 'left 
field' thinking that made the 
first CHANCES festival such a 
success. 

"We were left high and dry at 
one point when our bar supplier 
pulled out with o few weeks to 
go," said Jo. “We got around 
this by building our ownJ I have 
to thank my neighbour Alan for 
helping me to get things done. 
He built eight bors from pallets 
in Q very short space of time." 



• The men getting into face painiingt Photo by Anna mane Moody 
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• EiV/df} Forster, photo by Charlf Knight • FeshVof pho^o by Charti Knight 


Jo, an accountant who used 
to work in Abingdon, is ably 
supported by her family. Her 
mum, Sue, commented: "I am 
so proud of Jo, When those 
canvas teepees went up in the 
field last year, it brought a tear 
to my eye!" 

All the profits from the second 
CHANCES festival will go to 
chorities, including Different 
Strokes and Help for Heroes, 
along with some more local 
causes including the Oxford 
Centre for Enablement (OCE), 
Enstone YFC and the Holly Tree 
Club in Deddington. 

"We will also be making a 
donation to Help for Heroes," 
said Jo. "Throughout my 
rehabilitotion journey fi have 
met many injured in service 
who were an inspiration and it 
feels right to support them.,," 

CHANCES already looks set to 
become a permanent fixture 



chancesfesflval.co.uk 


on the festival circuit 
here in the Four Shfres 
ond it seems that Jo 
Cross's rehabilitation 
goal is very much on 
target! 

Jo said: "Our mission is 
to raise awareness in 
a positive light. While 
things con go wrong, 
life is still for living and 
you can reach any 
goal. There is always a 
way, you just have to 
find it. Second chonces, 
giving chances and 
taking chances is what 
we are all about. I got a 
second chance ond Newman 
Event Services gave me a 
chance by supporting me right 
from the off. Through CHANCES 
fundroising we want to help 
other younger stroke survivors 
get their lives back. 

"I am a huge believer that 
everything happens for a 


• Jo Cross 

reason and CHANCES 
is something born out 
of a life changing 
experience. But it shows 
whot a little positivity and 
sheer determination can 
do!" ♦ 

Four reod&rs can 
access 20% off tickets until 



* Kid Cupid, photo by ChorfiF Knfght 


17th August 2019 by using the 
cade FSCKANCES via www. 




* Bar crew, phofo by Charif Kn/ghf 


• Chances Festival signage, 
photo by Charti Knight 
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Truly a care home with a 
difference ,.. 

What difference does it make when a nursing home 
has been rated outstanding in aUfive inspection 
areas by the Care Quality Commission (CQC)? 

Tbe difference is having complete peace of mincL It is also 
having complete confidence. You know you or your loved 
ones are staying in a place where every aspect of care is, quite 
simply outstanding. 

For some, the idea of moving into a care home is fiill of 
worrying feelings. The loss of independence, the moving 
away from familiar surroundings, perhaps the concern of 
losing contact with friends and family — all may combine 
to create a fear of taking a step into the unknown. It doesn^t 
have to be like that. 


Outstanding in every area.,. 


A CQC inspection rating of outstanding in every area helps 
to allay all these fears, because you know an independent, 
rigorous procedure has checked every aspect of care for you, 
and found it to he outstanding in all respects. There are no 
unknown qualities to the care, it is ail of the highest standard. 
Our spacious, purpose built environment, central yet rural 
location and most importantly 24 hour attention from 
qualified nursing and care staff assure you of the best possible 
experience. 


At Godswell Park your stay will be like visiting a plush hotel, 
with as much or as little involvement from our staff as you 
wish. We provide the discreet and sensitive support, security 
respect and dignity that is everyone^s right should the time 
come to move into a care environment. 


Confidence and complete care.,. 

Each of our staff members is dedicated to enhancing the 
quality of life of our residents, whether it be providing the 
nursing and personal care that is individually tailored to each 
resident’s needs, ensuring the building is kept spodessly clean, 
offering a spectacular menu at mealtimes or maintaining our 
eight acres of grounds where residents and their friends can 
enjoy a walk in a delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say these words, but Godswell Park 
has a proven track record amongst the 18,000 care homes 
registered with the CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such high standards. 


For further information^ to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to info@godswellpark.co.uk 
























GODSWELL PARK 


Godswell Park is the first standalone general nursing home solely for older people 
in England out of the 18,000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 

outstanding in all five inspection areas. 



Spectacular dining every day,,. 

At Godswell Park we have the enviable reputation of providing ^outstanding^ meals, produced hy our 
highly trained chefs, for all our residents. We understand the importance that food has to play in 
peoples" lives in regard to nutrition and enjoyment. After all, food is one of life’s pleasures. 

In addition to our normal delicious menus we also tailor our dishes to suit particular residents who 
might have a specific dietary requirement or a penchant for a particular dish. 

No one is disappointed and residents" visitors can also eat in the restaurant. 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswellpark.co.iik 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLOXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4ES 
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Words: Amanda Ctialmers 
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« Pogo pop 20}5 

THE ‘MAD FOOL’ 
IS AT IT AGAIN 

T ireless fundroiser Sfuarf Keftell is known in tire 
Four Shires as 'The Mod Fool/ The 54-yeQr-oSd 
father of four from Warwick, has more than 
earned the affectionate title after completing 14 
years of sponsored charity stunts in aid of Macmillan 
Concer Support 



* On ifUts, 2013 * Suspended frj a box. 2010 


But its more the manner In which he approaches 
them that has brought his challenges to national 
attention. 

Stuart'S high profile and often wacky endeavours, 
which have so far raised more than £56.000 for the 
charity, have included pushing a brussels sprout up 
Mount Snowdon with his nose; being suspended 
in a box 25 feet obove the ground for a week: 
completing seven morathons in seven days in a 
giant human hamster wheel: walking every street in 
Coventry on stilts: trovelling from France to Coventry 
in a kayak and, last year, travelling between John 
O'Groats and Lands End in o converted pedol 
powered bathtub. 

And he's not stopping there as he's just launched 
his latest campaign called The One Million Pennies 
Chaiienge. 

For this he is oppeoling fcx people to offload their 
pennies until a million coins - or £10,000 - are 
collected. This would equate to 3.7 tonnes of 
pennies which, if laid out In o straight line, would 
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» Around Briiain in o fiexiyfng m/croJighf 

stretch 12.4 miles in length. But Stuart plans to mark 
hitting the target by using the coins to recreate the 
Macmillan logo somewhere public in the town. 

Stuart wos named Fundraiser of the Year at the star 
studded Pride of Birmingham Awards in March, but 
was previously forced to take a two year break from 
his fundraising in 2015 after being diagnosed with a 
leaking heart valve. 

He said: 'N had a break at the end of 2017 to have 
major open heart surgery. Just two years before 
that I hadn't even known there was a problem. Td 
moved to Warwick and simply had a new patient 
check and the rest is history. It wos really tough 
physically and emotionally. I felt fine but knew my 
heart wasn't. I was really upset that 2017 was the first 
yeor for 10 years where I hadn't been able to carry 
out a wacky challenge. One of my friends decided 
to pick up the gauntlet and ran a marathon on my 
behalf instead." 

And, although he's experienced huge support on 
all of his challenges, many of them have proved far 



• Stuarf Ketfeth Penny chaUenge 



* France to Coventry in a kayak 


from plain sailing, including an Injury last yeor whilst 
cycling between John O'Groats to Lands End after 
a dangerous 'encounter' with a Sorry. 

"During the final part of the journey I wos clipped by 
a lorry which strayed into the cycle lane. It was 7am 
on o Friday morning and traffic was honrendous. 

The day got even worse when I discovered the Wye 
Volley Bridge was closed which ended up in me 
having to take a seven mile diversion. If fhat wasn't 
bad enough, I also got o puncture at the end of the 
day," Stuart said. 

"And there was a scary time, during my cholSenge 
in 2007.1 was taking on a flight around Britain in o 
fiexiwing microlighf as soon as I'd finished my training 
and wos forced to make an emergency landing in o 
farmer's field due to engine foilurel" 

But he added: "The hardest physical challenge 
though was probably my kayak cholienge in 2009.1 
have a fear of wafer and closed spacesi E not only 
hod to negotiote 150 locks between Brentford and 
Coventry but also had to kayak through two pitch 
black half mile tunnels - and all this AFTER kayaking 
the English Channel." >» 



• Penny farthing af Lends End 


STUARTS 
CHALLENGES 
TI lUS FAR: 

2007 - flew around 
Britain in a flexwing 
microlight straight 
after his training. 

2008‘Lands End to 
John O' Groats on a 
Penny Farthing 

2009 ‘ France to 
Coventry in o kayok. 

2010 - Lived in o tiny 
box for one week 
suspended by a 
crane 

2011 - Completed 
seven marathons 
in seven days in 
a giant human 
hamster wheel 

2012 - Suspended 
in the oir by helium 
balloons for 7 days 

2013 - Walked every 
single street in 
Coventry - 500 miles 
on a pair of stilts 

2014- Levitating in 
mid-air for a week 

2014 - Pushed a 
brussel sprout up 
Snowdon with his 

nose 

2015 - Popped 
10,CX)0 balloons on a 

pogo stick 

2018 -John O' 
Groats to Lands End 
in a pedal powered 
bothtub 
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• Stuarf fTnfs!ie5 fhe Hamsfer Wheel Chaiienge 



So this year Stuart would be forgiven for settling for 
more sedate methods of fundraising with his latest 
challenge - oithough he is determined to preserve 
his Mad Fool reputation by exchanging donations 
for wacky challenge nominations. 

He said: "Ideally we^d like to raise the £10,000 by the 
end of the year, however this might be optimistic. 

"For this challenge it would be great to get as many 
people as possible involved, including schools, 
companies and services. If a business or school 
wants to get involved they are welcome to ask 
me to do o wacky chollenge of some sort in return 
for the donation of their pennies, so we can be as 
creative as we like." 

Adi I Riaz, Regional Fundraising Manager for 
Mocmillan Cancer Support said: "Stuart never 
ceases to amaze us with the unique challenges he 
sets himself to raise money for Macmilion. Stuart is 
well known across Worwickshire and the surrounding 
areas for his crazy fundraising ideas over the lost 14 
years. 



• Pushing a Brussels sprout up Snowdon, 2QI4 



« Suspended by balloons 


"The total amount he has raised has enabled us to 
help people living with cancer live life as fully as 
they can from the moment they are diagnosed. We 
really appreciate all the time and effort Stuort so 
generously and willingly puts into fundraising for us 
and the passion and determination he demonstrates 
every time. We look forward to celebrating with 
him once again when he completes this year’s 
challenge." 

So what is next on the horizon for The Mad Fool 
fundraiser extraordinaire? 

"My ultimate challenge would be to walk the 
length of the riverbed of the River Thornes which is 
146 miles, finishing at Macmilion‘s head office, on. 
Vauxhall Bridge." 

A challenge too far? Well, don’t bet against The 
Mod Fool,,. ♦ 

More details on how to help or donate con be 
found at: www.wilithemadfoolmakeit.co.uk 
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« The pedal powered bath tub 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 



BOTH ANNIVERSARY FOR 
BANBURY FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

M embers of Banbury Fine Arts Society celebrated the 50th Anniversan/ of 
the founding of the society at a delightful party held at Broughton Castle 
by kind invitation of Lord ond Lady Soye and Sele, Vice Presidents of the 
society for many years. It was a great pleasure for members to welcome Mrs Gillian 
Beesfom who was the first chairman of the society in 1969 and several other former 
chairmen. The monthly lecture series, supported by outings and study events 
focusing on o wide variety of art ond design topics has continued unbroken for 
50 yeors, making a significant contribution to adult education and enjoyment of 
learning in the Banbury area. # 




• A/fce Fosfen President 



• Lord ond Lody Soye ond Sefe 



• Andrew Mctivgti and Friends 
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AROUND THE GALLERIES 


FOUR SHIRES ART AND MUSEUMS 



NEW HORIZONS 

Sorah Wiseman Gallery, South 
Parade, Summertown 0X2 7JL, 
until 27lh July (above) 

In an exhibition of 
con tern porar/ landscape, 
artists explore rugged and 
mist shrouded hillsides, for 
flung expanses of wilderness, 
ond gentler postures found 
closer to home. Each of these 
contemporary pointers is drawn 
to the landscape in differing 
ways, exploring light, texture 
and atmosphere through paint 
and gestural monk: making. 
Much of the work is about the 
ortists' emotional response to a 
particular location, rather than 
painting o likeness, allowing 
the viewer room to imagine 
and explore. "The gallery 
is located in Oxford, a city 
famously surrounded by rolling 
countryside, os well as having 
large expanses of green within 
the city itself, sa living with 
nature and landscape is very 
much part af local life^ explains 
gallery director Sarah Wiseman. 
"We wanted this exhibition to 
reflect this, but also focus on 
contemporary artistic responses 
to landscape." 

Artists included within 
this exhibition are James 
Fotheringhame, Peter Kettle, 
Elaine Jones, JaneSkingley ond 
Zoe Taylor. 

WWW. wise g oi. c om 



DISCOVER DAiIL3 
ARCTIIVES 

The Roald DcthI Museum, Greot 
MIssenden, Buckinghamshire, 
13lh July, 12pm, 2pm and 3pm 
(obove) 

This is your chance to peek 
inside the a re hives i Take a 
close up look at Roald Dahl’s 
letters and manuscripts, find 
out some secrets about your 
favourite Roald Dahl books, 
and get the chance to ask 
all your burning Roald Dahl 
questions, to the experts' 

w w wjoafddahi. com 

AX ENTERTAINMENT 

Leamington Art Gallery and 
Museum, Royal Leamington 
Spa, Until 8th September [right) 

This fomily friendly exhibition 
showcases the many 
entertainments on offer over 
the past two centuries, from 
theatres and cinemas to 
concerts and dances. 

Since the town"s development 
as Q Regency spa resort, 
Leamington has enjoyed a 
lively nightlife. This exhibition 
showcases the many 
entertainments on offer over 


the past two centuries, from 
theotres and cinemas to 
concerts and donees. 

Objects on display include 
beautiful bollgowns from the 
1 SOOs to the 1950s, Victorian 
playbills and film of the 24 hour 
jive marathon of 1960. This will 
olso be the first chance to see 
the museum's newly acquired 
Arbiter E leg antiarum medal, 
an enamelled badge of office 
worn by Leamington's answer 
to Beau Nash. Visitors can find 
out about the town’s historic 
venues ond how they evolved 
over time, as ballrooms were 
transformed Into music halls 
and theatres became cinemas. 

There are plenty of activities 
in the gallery to keep young 
visitors busy during the school 
holidays. These include the 
chonce to create a puppet 
and tell your own stories in our 
toy theatre. 




NAINI ART 
EXHLBITION 

Three Hares Gallery, Cowper 
and Newton Museum, Market 
Place, OJney MK46 4AJ, 
until 26th July, Tuesdays lo 
Saturdays, 10.30am-4.30pm 
(above) 

Painting has always been 
a passion for No ini, as she 
emborks on her journey of 
capturing the essence of life 
through everything she paints. 
What began with traditional 
brushes evolved into her 
utilizing only her bare hands, 
and since then the occasional 
palette knife, wafer colours, 
charcoal, pen and ink, ink 
wash, and pastels. 

""Painting takes me to o space 
of unspeakable serenity,” says 
Noini. "The more I painted with 
my bare hands, the more it just 
felt...right. I hope my guests will 
adore my work as much os I 
adored creating it.” 

w w w. c o wperondne w ton 
museum.org. uk 



DEBORAH IIOPSON- 
WOLPE: POTS AND 
PRINTS 

Bucks County Museum, 
Aylesbury, 13th July - 14th 
September (above) 

Deborah Hopson-Wolpe has 
been involved with art and 
artists for all of her life. She grew 
up in a creative household 
in South Kensington with her 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 



parents - Berthold WoJpe, 
typographer and Margaret 
Wolpe< sculptor and silversmith. 

She studied ceramics at 
Camberwell School of Art 
ond then spent four years in 
Japan. Since 1975 she has 
run the OIney Pottery in the 
north of Buckinghamshire. She 
produces thrown bowls and 
jugs decorated with type [often 
the Albert us font designed by 
her father) and freety cut and 
drawn letters. She also makes 
individual bond built items in 
stone wore, porcelain and high 
fired earthenware. Since 2006 
Deboroh has olso spent time 
on print making - etchings, 
screen prints, collagraphs. 
wood engrovings. wood cuts 
ond lino blocks. Drawing and 
lettering has always formed 
on important part of her work 
and is reflected in many of the 
pieces on display. 

In tribute to her parents, this 
exhibition also includes a small 
display of the work of Berthold 
and Margaret Wolpe. 

www.buckscountymuseum. org 

CHARLES KITCHEN: 
INTO TI IE LIG] IT 

7S Derngate, Northampfon, 

13fh September (top 

left) 

Light effects from both coastal 
and inland scenes inspired 
the works in this exhibition. By 
working to translate noture's 
colours and weather effects 
onto a two dimensional surface 
the artist is oble to evoke the 
otmosphere of each scene 


rather than produce a copied 
representation of it. 

Gathered here are paintings 
from Q coreer sponning 35 
years. 

All the works in the exhibition 
were executed in oils ond 
produced in the artist's studio 
or 'en plein air\ The artist is a 
strong believer in the need to 
avoid developing a personal 
'style'. Rather he believes in 
individuol interaction with each 
scene to create a true feeling 
for the location. 

w w w. 75 d ernga f e. org. uk 



LAST SUPPER IN 
POMPEII 

Ashmoleon Museum, Oxford. 
25it\ July 201? - 12tli Jan 2020 
(above) 

Everything from the exquisite 
mosaics in the villas of the 
wealthy to the remoins found 
in kitchen droins reveals what 
the people of Pompeii loved to 
eat and drink. The Ashmoleon^ s 
summer exhibition will tell the 
story of this ancient Roman 
town's love affair with food. 

When the ash from Mount 
Vesuvius began raining down 
on Pompeii in AD 79. people in 
the resort town were engaged 
in typicoKy Italian activities - 
eating, drinking and producing 



THE DIOR EXHIBITION 

Victoria and Albert Museum, London, until 1st September 

Christian Dior: Designer of Dreams' feotures over 500 objects 
from fhe designer's collection, including sketches, photographs 
and other personal items. Among them, of course, ore over 200 
rore and gorgeous gorments to marvel ot. The exhibition traces 
Dior's history all the way back to 1947. exploring the impact 
of one of the 20th century's most influential couturiers. It's the 
largest and most comprehensive Dior exhibition in UK history. 
www.vom.QC. uk 


food. Located in the sunny 
paradise of southern Italy, 
Pompeii was sandwiched 
between lush vineyards to one 
side and the bountiful waters of 
the Bay of Naples to the other. 


Many of the objects, from the 
luxury furnishings of the Roman 
dining room, to the carbonised 
food, have never before left 
the country. 

WWW. Qshmofe an.org 
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NEW ART GALLERY 


'OrginaL and Limited Edition Prints 
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Monday CLOSED 

Tuesday AM - 6.00 PM 

'^''cdnesdQy 10.30 AM - 6.00 PM 

■fbuTidoy AM - 6.00 PM 

Fridoy AM - 6.GO PM 

Saturday 0.00 AM - 4.00 PM 

SiuTidc^ C LO S E D 


&E5POKE PICTUEE FPAMING 

pravide an extcnaivc ronga of iVloLldingi MountL and LLV^ Protected Qclss. 
ALl tcrilorEd to you exodl regLirements. 


MIRROR TELEVISIONS 

CLEtembe you TV M/fth one oF our GoLlery frames Feotuirig 
the latest technology ht'O '^■ay MFiror QassL 
Demonstration available. 


01295 367477 


77 whitchorscgallery.co.uk 

I nio© wti itc horscg aUcry.co.uk 
12 Soi lh 5ar Street banbury, Oxfordshire. 0X16 9AA 
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• ffje co/fechon on dhptayafihe oucffon ^enue HoJ^ bVo/^e/ey' Sf/dge^ 

Staffordshire (Plcforia) 



• Former Lobot^r Prime Minister Harold WiJson 



• Tbfs Prmce Cbode^ ^ofercolour 
pafnb'ng. giVen as a gift to Mary Wilson, 
sold for £10,500 



• Harold 
Wilson's 
HP Sauce 
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HP 

SAUCE 


Wufkti m 

Pertontl for 

The Rli Hon, Harojd 
WILSON. M.P, 


FORMER LABOUR PM'S PERSONAL 
AND POLITICAL MEMENTOS DELIVER 
STUNNING AUCTION RESULTS 

famous pipes and his Gann ex raincoaL the 
unique archive sparked interest from every 
corner of the globe. 

More than 700 lots went under the hammer 
courtesy of Hansons Auctioneers ond 
prices smashed estimates to smithereens 
with the overall total for the auction 
exceeding £226,000, 

Bids rained in from internet, phone and 
room bidders, such was the rarity of 
numerous objects with rich royal or political 
pedigree on display at Hansons’ sole 
venue, Bishton Ho!l in Staffordshire, 




J 


arold Wilson may no longer be with 
us but the former British Labour 
Prime Minister wos back in charge 
as hundreds of buyers paid thousands to 
buy his political and personal treasures. 

The power of 10 Downing Street pulled in 
bidders from across the world to compete 
for a rich array of mementos in The Harold 
and Mary Wilson Collection Auction 
recently. 

With gifts, cards or letters from presidents, 
royalty, astronauts and even Pope Paul VI 
on offer as well os oround 15 of Wilson^s 
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• Charles Hanson, owner of Hansons Auctioneers, on tbe rasfrum at 
The Harold and Mary WTfson Aucffon 
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p/Tofograpf}s courtesy of Hansons, (except whe/'e srofed) 



• Lof 349, a photo of Wilson wi^h fhe SeatJes. mode £170 


For example, there were items money 
can't normally buy. such os Lot 490. on 
original watercolour by Prince Chorles. It 
sold for £10.500 - believed to be a world 
record price. 

Memorabilia relating to the world's 
most famous political leaders was 
commonplace, such os Lot 209. on Order 
of Service and invitation to Sir Winston 
Churchill's funeral in 1965. It made £4.500 
from Q low estimate of £200. 

And the power of Downing Street saw Lot 
2. a silver No 10 Downing Street cigarette 
case, soor to £4.000 from on estimate of 
£250-£450. 

Connections to royalty were strong 
with numerous items relating to the 
royal family. Lot 292. a framed photo of 
the royal family, including Diana, plus 
five prime ministers including Margaret 
Thatcher and Harold Wilson, signed by all 
the royals pictured, sold for £5.200. Even 
single Christmas cards from the royals 
tripled estimates. Lot 128, a Christmas 
card from the Queen and Prince Philip, 
mode £170 from a low estimate of £50. 

And how many people own a gift from 
the pope? 

Lot 53, a 19th century rock crystal vase, 
was given to Wilson by Pope Paul VL It 
soared to £4.700 from a low estimate of 
£1.500. 

Wilson's position enabled him to meet the 
most powerful, important and interesting 
people of his generation, such as 
astronauts. Lot 296. a photo of the crew 
of the fifth manned Apollo Space Mission, 
Neil Armstrong. Michael Collins and Edwin 


Aldrin, signed, together with a photo of 
Wilson with the men. made £6.000 from a 
low estimate of £l .000. 

And world leaders cropped up at every 
turn. Lot 263. a large collection of 
photos presented to Wilson by American 
president Lyndon B Johnson fetched 
£3.400. Celebrities played their port 
too. Lot 349. a photo of Wilson with the 
Beatles, made £170. 

Quirky items included Lot 420, a bottle 
of centenary HP Sauce specially made 
for Wilson, who loved the condiment, 
it fetched £230. His famous pipes also 
proved irresistible. Lot 523, o >» 


• Horofd Wffson's Gannex raincoat sold for 
£500 


• This silver 10 Downing Street clgarefte 
case sold for £4,000 
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• Honsons W?ison Safe Doy fPicforia) 
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• Char/es Honson and Charlie Ross aucfioned the Harold and 
Mary WHson Coltection 



• LoJ 209, an Order of 3ervfce and fnv/fof/on fo S?jf WJnsfon 
Cfiurcf>ff/'s funeral In 7965 mode £4,500 



Coinoy's Leonardo pipe owned by the 
former PM sold for £320 ond his other 
pipes sparked similar figures. As for the 
famous raincoof. if made £500. 

The remarkable collection was sold by 
Hansons on instruction from the executors 
of the lote Lady Wilson's estate. Wilson, 
British Prime Minister twice, from 1964-70 


and 1974-76, died at the age of 79 in 
1995. His wife Mary died aged 102 in June, 

201 a. 

Jim Spencer, Hansons' associate director, 
said: "It was a privilege to catalogue this 
collection. Seven van loods of material 
were waiting for me. It was like o 50,000 
piece jigsaw. 


JJm Spencer who catalogued the enitre 
collection 





M 


lot 26S, a targe collection of photos 
presented fo IVffson by American 
president Lyndon S Johnson fetched 
£3.400 



lot 517, the box 
inscripion reads: 
A PRIME MINISTER 
ON PRIME 
MINISTERS 



30 ♦ FOUR SHIRES 


The Horofd Wilson Sate Day took place at Bishfon HoJf, Wofse/ey Bridge, 
Staffordshire (Pictoria) 
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• The Hatoid ond Mary Wilson Coileciion 



• Lof 523, Harold IViTson'f pipe 


"[t was on unprecedented sale. 

Everything was kept over the years, 
every gift or signed book or presentation 
atbum of phonographs. I don't think a 
Prime Minister's entire life has come up for 
auction like this before. But here it was. 
gifts from presidents, photographs, letters. 
Christmas cords, everything. 

"I kept finding things. I hod to check 
every scrap of paper. Wilson dominated 


my dreams. To see it all come to fruition 
in this phenomenally successful sale has 
been the highlight of my career." 

Charles Hanson, owner of Hansons, 
said: "I am thrilled for all concerned 
that we have achieved this exceptional 
result - including what 1 believe to be a 
world record price for the Prince Charles 
watercolour. \ very much hope we have 
done Harold and Mary Wilson proud." ♦ 


Honsons Auctioneers, dosed of r/ie Auction 
Centre, Heoge Lone, Efwof/, Derbyshire, D£65 
6LS, wars launched by Charles Mornson In 
2005. its London offTce, launched Jn Jonuory 
2018, Js based of The Normonsfield Theatre, 
2A Langdon Fork, Teddingion 7WJ T 9PS. 

The company offers free antique valuations 
and a wide range of auctions. Derbyshire 
born Charles Hanson Is well known for his 
oppearonces on TV shows such os fiorgori'n 
Hunt and Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. 



Free Jewellery, Watches, 
Silver & Antiques 
Valuation Day 
with Kate Bliss 

KINGHAM: Monday 15 July 11am - 3pm 

at Kingham Village Hall, West Street 
King ham 0X7 ©YA 


ANSONS 


Valuation Day 

ALVESTON: Friday 26 July 1pm - 4pm 

at The Malt House, The Rookery 
Alveston, Stratford CV37 7QP 


Contact Carol Jones on 07802 839915 or 
cjones@hansonsauctioneers.co,uk 

Free Home Visits 

Probate & Insurance Valuations 


The Auction Centre, Heage Lane, Etwall 
Derbyshire DE65 6LS 
01283 733988 

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk 
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GEORGE IRVINE 

H aving attained a BA in Fine Art from Slade 
School of Fine Art, London, Oxfordshire 
based contemporary landscape painter, 
George Irvine, went on to become a dynamic 
and vibrant artist well known for celebrating colour 
and light, whilst capturing the spirit ond vitality of 
remote landscapes, particuiaiiy the wonderful 
area where he grew up around Chipping Norton. 

George taught Art for 12 yeors at Stowe School in 
Buckinghamshire before returning to painting full¬ 
time and is now based at his home studio within a 
rambling farmhouse in west Oxfordshire. George 
loves heading out to explore and paint the 
unspoilt and far reaching views of the Cotswolds 
landscape that surrounds him. Working moSnly 
in oils and acrylics, he also uses watercolours, 
gouache and inks to create his sought after 
paintings and drawings. 

For the week commencing Monday 15th July 
George will be exhibiting his latest work, 'New 
paintings from Loch Torridon’ - Fresh off the easeP 
(all for sale) following a recent trip to this stunning 



New pamtJng£ from a coti&ction at Loch Tom'do 
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part of the west coast of Scotland, at The Crown 
Inn at Church Enstone, the characterful 17th 
century Cotswold stone Inn, Bor and Restaurant, 
George owns with his wife, Victoria. 

George and Victoria bought their village pub 
last July and have sensitively renovated the 
interiors to conserve and highlight its many 
original features and have just launched five new, 
comfortable and beautifully finished rooms. 

On the walls throughout the pub hang changing 
displays of original contemporary paintings by 
George. All the works on display ore for sole with 
more of George^s work available to buy online at 
his online gallery, www.georgervineflnear1.CQ.uk. 
George has also created illustrations for the pub's 
signage, blackboard displays, menus, wine list 
and walking maps. 

George is also working towards hosting and 
teaching a two day Art course, Making Pointings, 
from Tuesday 17th - Thursday 19th September. 

This course is open to painters at all levels of 
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ability who like to work in acrylics and oils, with the emphasis 
on encouraging an expressive approach to pointing. The 
course includes teaching by George and painting in the 
idyllic countryside that surrounds his beautiful home and 
studio at his remote Oxfordshire farmhouse. 

Overnight accommodation, breakfast and dinner will be at 
The Crown Ina Church Enstone, just four miles from George's 
home. During the day, a delicious lunch will be served at 
George‘s home and, on the last night a special three course 
Arts dinner, will be hosted by George and Victoria, also at 
their home. 



FRESH OFF THE EASEL 

'NEW PAmilNGS FROM LOCH TORRIDON^ - Fresh off the easel 
- takes place at The Crown Inn from Monday 15th July and 
open dally for viewings. All of George's new Scottish paintings 
are for sale and during this special week, coffee or tea and 
homemade cake will be available and a special two course 
set lunch menu. To book telephone OHOS 677262 or email 
crawninnenstone@ginail.com ♦ 



MAKING PAINTINGS 


The cost of the MAKING PAINTINGS course Includes a 


welcome drink, two nights Bed & Breakfast, lunch each 
day, three course dinner each day, tuition for two days, 
all materials, tea and coffee. The cost of each course 
is £750 per painter or £1225 for two painters sharing 
a double or twin 
room or £900 for 
one pointer and 
one non painter 
sharing a room. To 
book your place on 
MAKING PAINTINGS 
call 01608 677262 OF 
email crowninn 
enstone@gmall.conri 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 



• The Gorden Party at loh Weedon tioo&e 



• Lois Wee don >ioi;se 

GARDEN 
PARTY AT 
LOIS WEEDON 
HOUSE 



• Coro/ LJoy'd ond ivUe G/over 



• Deirdre Mobbs and MIchaei King 



• Jomes Shepherd'Cross ond Liz Do vies 


Lois Weedon House was the venue for □ fundraising event kindly hosted by Lady 
Greenaway last month. Guests enjoyed drinks on the lawn on a glorious spring day before 
heading inside for talk by guest speaker James Shepherd Cross, detoiiing his year as High 
Sheriff of Northamptonshire. The event was held in aid of the eye research charity. Fight 
for Sight (Northamptonshire branch]. The charity funds research into glaucoma, macular 
degeneration, and nystagma acquired in infancy or later life. 

The Northamptonshire Supporter Group organises different fundraising events throughout 
the year. Com.mittee members Ann Dovey-Turner, Rosemary Swallow, Nina Gill, Sally Stuart 
and Inge Chandler proclaimed the event a great success. 



• Chf/sfopher Magnay, Lady Greenaway, The Han. 
Ma/co/m Orre-Ewmg and Denf^e Hawes 



• David Chandler and Kafre 
Hommon 


• D/ana AppJefon and Pat McAihter 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 



• Noi+haofs Ffghf for Sight garden party 
at ioh Weedon House 


• Lofs Weedon House 


Cof Tim Eastwood and 
Peter Davies 


Fiona Sindalr and 
Nic /llo nners 


* Tony Drone, Jane Doughty 
and Richard Swoifow 


• Jane and Doreen fC/miserfin 


• Sue Dijion, Gabriella Magnoy • Je""/ Beech, Sod),' Sfuarf and 

ond Susie Mason Cogh/on 



* Denis McFariane. Judy Golf edge ond Jennifer Goiledge 



• SofJy ^luorf, TTm Aber. Deni's Hawse and 
Mo an a 5elf}-3mJlfT 


Pictures by Jeremy Wilton 
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MOTORING AND SPORT 



• Armitrong Siddeley 



• Daimtei' Dort 


• Sn'on Faio/i with ash woodwork 




• Jefisen 
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• Greg AtvQfez 


CLASSIC RESTORATION 


IN THE HEART OF THE FOUR SHIRES 


uite Jomously, here in the Four Shires 
iV ‘Jwe sit at the very centre of Britain's 
'motor sport vayey', stretching 
^ from Siiverstone and MiSton 
Keynes in the north east through Broclcley 
to Grove and Enstone in the south west. 
Bicester Heritage is o world class centre 
for mechanical excellence and the newly 
proposed Muliin Automotive Park will ottroct 
international interest. 

Hightone Restorations, at Hopcrofts Holt, 
Steeple Aston, has added to this area's 
reputation for automotive excellence being 
one of the foremost classical ond vintage 
vehicle restorotion companies in the UK. 

Hightone Restorations wos established in 
1979 by Malcolm Elder and Tony Dennett 
and in 2(X]8 purpose built workshops were 
established at Steeple Aston. 


Renowned for its high class bodywork 
repoirs and painting, as well os bodywork 
reconstruction: the Hightone teom are 
expert craftsmen who specialise in ash 
framing, panel manufacturing, aluminium 
welding as well os mechanical rebuilds and 
servicing. 

The Steeple Aston company hos recently 
come under the stewardship of classic 
and vintage car restoration expert Gregg 
Alvorez, 

Previously Gregg manoged his own 
restoration businesses specialising in BMW 
and Jensen machines and more latterly 
spent time with the Italian automotive giant 
Moserati. 

"Our aim here at Hightone, is to keep classic 
and vintage motors on the road, utilising 
the very best skill sets ond the topquality 
workmanship available here," said Gregg. 


♦ The highione teom 

The team at Hightone will work to any of 
their customers' requirements and are 
currently working on such varied machines 
as: Rolls Royce, Bentley, Joguai: Rover, 

MG, Volvo, Logondo, Lamborghini, Ferrari, 
Daimler, Talbot, Aston Martin, Jensen and 
Hotchkiss. 

The main services offered by Hightone 
include: 

♦ Restoration ♦ Mechanical Repairs 

♦ Servicing ♦Ash Framing ♦ Chassis 
Fabrication ♦ Panel Fabrication 

♦ Paintwork ♦ Steel and Aluminium Body 
Repairs ♦ Lead Loading ♦ Wiring and 

Electrical Repairs ♦ Overdrive 
Conversions ♦ Historic Rally 
Preparation 

To find out more, you will find 
Hightone Restorations at: 
Hopcrofts Holt, Bicester 0X25 
5QQ or call 01 Sd? 349003. 






* 3erjes ff 


« Mercedes re buff d 
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MOTORING AND SPORT 




JUMPING FOR JOY 

WITH A SIZZLING SUMMER OF FUN! 


J ump In’s popular 

trampoline park in Warwick 
has just morked its third 
birthday - and there's a 
whole summer of fun lined up 
to help celebrate. 

With the long stretch of school 
holidays ahead. Jump In's 
Summer Pass can help them 
keep a spring in their step 
without elevating the budget. 

Plus there's extra fun and 
games lined up, including 
indoor welly wanging, giant 
Jenga and volleyball, as well as 
the chonce to get some bling 
with a glitter tattoo. 

And jumpers will have no 
trouble cooling down with 
the Summer Fest special offer 
- when you buy three Slush 
drinks, there's a free fourth one 
on us! (Valid throughout July 
and August) 

As well as Open Jump sessions. 
Jump In Trampoline Park, in 
Hermes Close, Tachbrook Park, 
Leamington, offers sessions 
catering for all age groups, 
including After-School Club; 
Toddler Time: Jump and Ploy 
{exclusively for under fives): 
Friday Night Takeover; Relaxed 
Sessions [with SEN activities and 
Rebound Therapy) and Fitness 
Glosses [for all ages). 

Besides trampolines, the Jump 
tn fun includes a giant airbag, 
twist ladder, dodgeball. 


basketball, plus a soft play 
area for the under fives. And 
there’s o special Soft Ploy and 
Mini Trampoline Jump offer 
for under fives os well - in the 
secure environment of fhe sofe 
goted soft play areo with lots of 
space to run free. 

On-site facilities include baby 
change, disabled access and 
free parking os well as a wide 
range of tasty refreshments 
in the Tuck in Cafe - where 
most supervising parents like to 
reside 1 

Jumping is a low-impact 
activity that improves core 
strength (including stronger 
bones, better posture and 
increosed leg strength): 
cardiovascular fitness and 
cognitive development 
in children [including 
coordination, mental 
strengthening, enjoyment and 
self-esteem). 

Regular trampoline exercise has 
also been proven fo increase 
metabolic rate, helping the 
body process nutrients more 
efficiently and reduces the risk 
of osteoporosis by increasing 
the density of our bones. 

School groups ore also 
encouraged to visit exclusively 
with special rates availabie for 
primary and secondary schools 
as well as colleges, universities, 
nurseries and home schooling 
groups. 
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This is supported by a vouchers 
scheme when, every time 
a pupil visits they receive a 
voucher towards their school's 
next trip. The more visits, the 
more vouchers! 


Rob Borg, Regional Manoger, 
said: ’^We believe in getting 
children moving to support 
their physical and cognitive 
development. Trampolining is 
great exercise, which is the best 
way to improve concentrotion 
and memory. 

"Jumping alongside 
your classmates teaches 
persistence, improves seif- 
esteem, affects learning 
success, develops motor skiils 
and improves posture, tt's 
exercise In disguiseT' 

And If you really can't get 
enough jumping, organised 
sleepovers can also be 
orranged. 

Enjoy the last jump of the 
day and the first jump in the 
morning, with, games, movie, 
popcorn and even breakfast 
thrown in. This package is 
ovailobie for any organised 
group such as Scouts, Guides, 




Brownies, Cubs, Beavers, Sea 
Cadets, Air Codets, youth 
groups, foith groups, fundraising 
groups and more. 

To register your school or to 
find out more about the group 
bookings, email the team at: 
h eilo @gojum pin .c om. 

Jump In is open seven days a 
week, 52 weeks a year, closing 
oriily for Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day. 

Specloi Jump In grip socks 
need to be pure hosed the first 
time - but con be reused - ond 
look out for the new special- 
edition socks ovailobie in 
reception to keep up with the 
trends. 

And all Jump In's porks 
comply with the highest safety 
standards, accredited both by 
the International Association of 
Trampoline Parks (lATP) ond the 
Americon Society for Testing 
and Materials (ASTM). ♦ 

VisJf Jump fn af: www.go/umpln. 
com/tocatfons/Warwick for 
more informafton obout whot 
they offer. 



PARTY TIME 


Jump In's aw aid-winning parties are now bigger, biighfei 
and belter than ever with the launch of two additional party 
packages Including Crazy Glow Party and the country’s first 
Interactive Dome Party. 

These, along with the standard formal, offer a one-stop 
package of fun for up to 10 children and come complete with 

- Check in and safely brfeflng 

- Jump In socks For all guests 

- One hour to enjoy aR the Jump In facilities 

- Dedicated party host 

- Water whilst Jumping 

- Pliza (choice of pepperonl or Margherita) or hot dogs 

- Plates, cups, plosllcware and napkins 

A range of optional extras can afso be purchased for each 
child, including party bags. Ice cream, popcorn, sweet pots 
and sweatbands. 

The Crazy Glow Party adds some extra shine to proceedings 
with exclusive hire of the UV party room with special glow-ln- 
the-dark accessories provided. The 3A0-degree interactive 
Dome Party Includes 30 minutes of private 'partying' with 
surround sights and sounds on a fUm, TV show or soundtrack 
of your choice as the perfect backdrop to a themed party. 

For further details on parties visit: www.goJumpin.com/ 
ac tivities/fro mpotine -b Irt hd ay - pa rtI es 
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SUMMER HOLIDAY 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES AT THE 
BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM 


2l)th July ” 2nd September 

This summer explore the Museum's new 
exhibition: The Cor, The Future. Me. and 
enjoy □ selection of futuristic themed family 
activities. 


Every day you can Discover Circuits - drop 
into our family activity station and draw a 
graphite car, then create a circuit to give 
your cor working heodiights. Or try your 

hand at futuristic 
colouiing in - get 
colourful on paper 
and then see your 
page come to life 
with the Quiver App. 

Every Wednesday 
join the 'mad 
scientists' Professor 
Pickle and Doctor 
Pumpkin in their 
Science Show and 
discover why they 
are 'In a pickie over 
petrol!' Join them for 
a 25 minute show 



at 11.45am and 2.15pm and help them 
discover fuels for the future. 

Every Thursday come and explore the 
capabilities of STEM - Science Technology 
Engineering Maths with the STEM 
ambassadors from MOD Kineton. Plus every 
day there is olso the family ' Back to the 
drawing board trail' and o 'Back into the 
future family tour', and for when the kids 
need to let off some steam, there's an 
outdoor play and picnic area. 

For more details about the summer holiday 
activities and the Museum's new The 
Car. The Future. Me. exhibition visit: www. 
britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/family- 
activities or call 01926 64118S. 

All activities are included in Museum 
admission. A family ticket is just £40 for on 
annual pass. 



THE CRR. THE FUTURE, m 



New Exhibition 

Opening at the British Kotor Museum Saturday 13 July 

Are you curious about the future of the car? 

This exciting new exhibition will explore futuristic car design and 
challenge your idea of how we will interact with the cars of the future. 




>r. r 







spark your curiosity... 


BRITISH 




MOTOR 

^ MUSEUM 










ui'no funtf (ig ti' 

ARTS COUMCIL 
ENGLAND 



brltishmotormu5eum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 



Q| 


40 ♦ FOUR SHIRES 

























MOTORING AND SPORT 






AMAZING ACTIVITIES 
THAT WILL LEAVE 
YOU BREATHLESS 


popular 

outdoor 

activity 


centre Is continuing to expand offer nearly 
three decades In Warwick - and it realises 
a lifetime ambition for its founder. 

Adventure Sports was established at o TOO 
acre site at Wedgnock Rifle Range in 1990 
by Steve Richardson from Leek Wootton 
who was already running paintball and 
clay shooting on neighbouring land that he 
was farming. 


Members of The Notionol Karting 
Association, the site offers three 
different karting packages: 

Have-o-Go: Race against the clock 
- idea] for individuals and small 
groups (1 to 12 peopleJ: 

Grand Prix: Perfect for groups of 
friends or corporate events (eight to 36 
people): 

Endurance Racing: The ultimate team 
building corporate event (12 to 72 people). 

Adventure Sports is also the only site in 
Warwickshire to-offer the new, and lesser 
known, addition to its activities menu - axe 
throwing. Steve is quick to dispel any fears 
surrounding safety. 

He said: lot of our corporate clients 
hod been increasingly asking about 
axe throwing so we looked Into it more 
seriously. We've done a lot of reseorch and 
expert training and it is one of the safest 
in the country with the way It's run. All you 
have to be able to do is throw and we help 
with the rest. it“s a lot of fun, particularly 
when youVe watching couples do ItP' ♦ 


Since then the number of activities have 
grown to more than 50 Including: mixed 
activity events, karting, junior korting, 
clay shooting, quad bike trekking, mud 
and mayhem, axe throwing, hovercraft, 

4x4 tester sessions and safaris, rally karts, 
reverse steer jeeps, orchery, segways, 
digger driving, treasure hunts, junior ond 
compact pointball, pistol and rifle target 
shooting, as well as a vast selection of 
team building activities. 

Steve said: "Thirty years ago I had been 
looking at ways of diversifying from farming 
and when I saw the rifle range lond had 
gone up for sale I quickly realised that It 
was the ideal venue for me to expand 
my business. I had already been running 
paintball for three years - It was the first 
paintball site In the Midlands actually. Then 
I Introduced clay pigeon shooting and It 
grew from there, gradually adding more 
driving activities." 

An Advanced Cloy Pigeon Shooting 
Association Instructor, Steve heads up a 
small ond proud team, who organise and 
deliver hundreds of events every year, 
catering for corporate team events and 


stag and hen parties as well as family 
groups and children’s parties. 

He said: "The name of our company 
Adventure Sports, tells you everything 
you need to know. We live and breathe 
adventure and we aim to give the best 
experience, 

"We oil love our jobs and offer amazing 
activities that leave you breathless and 
give you a sense of accomplishment that 
will last Q lifetime." 

"I om immensely proud of how Adventure 
Sports has evolved over the years. Our 
main assets are our friendly and hugely 
experienced staff who we are always 
being complimented on, and our tOO acre 
purpose built outdoor activity centre that 
allows us to provide so mony different 
activities," 


For further details about all the activities 
ova liable, visit: www,adventufesport,co.uk/ 
karting, or to discuss corporate events call 
01926 491948. 


The new kart track, which opened earlier 
this year, boasts a fleet of 14 fast and 
powerful twin engine 400cc Biz Le Mans 
Karts, fitted with state of the art electronic 
De Hoardt sofety systems and Tag Heuer 
timing. 

There Is also a fleet of 200cc Biz Junior 
Karts, with full safety cages and harnesses 
suitable for ages ten and upwards. 
Including adults, so Ideal for family partiesl 
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DEDDINGTON 
CAR FESTIVAL 

Thousands of pounds worth of rare motor cars were 
on display in Deddingfon near Banbury lost month 
talcing part in 'Deddy Car FestV. 

Deddington Festivol takes place at the start of 
June with classical, pop and jazz concerts - the car 
festival is a fairly new addition, now In its second 
year 

The event featured a mix of display cars and 
motorcycles and enthusiasts were given the chonce 
to have rides in many of the machines on display, 
including a 1950s Bentley, 70s Muscle cars and 
modern Ferraris, Porsches and Aston Martins. 

Proceeds from the event went towords Iffeamgrace 
and the Lily Foundation as well as other loco! orea 
chorities through the Deddington Festival charity. 
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Pklures by Jeremy Wilton 
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Bonhams ©HAfiERIY O 


STONL 


1 JUNt ROUNDS K/. 


FOR ADVANCED DISCOUNTED TICKETS GO TO 

www.vscc.co.uk 

OR CALL THE TICKET HOTLINE 

01608 644 999 


THE OLD POST OFFICE 
WEST STREET I CHIPPING NORTON 
OXFORDSHIRE I 0X7 5EL 


T+44 (0)1608 644777 E in(o@v»c.M.uk 
Ki The Vtntege Sports-Car Club ^vinlogecorclub thevscc 


7 JULY 

ROUNDS 

SHE LSUr WALSH HILL CLIMB 

3-4AUG 

ROUNDS 

PRESCOTT SPEED HILL CLIMB 

7 SEPT 

ROUND7 

LOfON MRIt HIU CLIMB 

8 SEPT 

ROUNDS 

LOTON PARK HILL CLIMB 

28 SEPT 

ROUND9 

PRESCOTT LONG COURSE 



ROUNv ! 

- ( 1 . *. 

r ^ ' -f - - z' - - ■ ' ' ^ 

m m. —r^ ^ J -C^ " 

12 MAY 

ROUND2 

' ' f r Ct'-r” - --r-:^T;r7 


18 may 

O 

O JL OM PARK 

29 JUNE 

ROUNDS 

DONINGTON PARK 

27 JULY 

ROUND4 

CADWELL PARK 

24 AUG 

ROUNDS 

BRANDS HATCH 

21 SEPT 

ENDURO RACE 

SNETTERTON 


SPEED CHAMPIONSHIP 


SPRINTS & HILL CLIMBS 



• Plciure by Co^^n Morr&t 

VINTAGE SPORTS 
CAR CLUB 

SOMETIIING FOR EVERYONE 


I f you are looking for something a little different for a day out 
this summer why not join the Vintoge Sports-Car Club ot one of 
their spectacular molorsport events? The VSCC holds events 
around the country and throughout the yeor including vintage 
speed and race championships, trials, rallies, autosolos ond 
driving tests that will make you never think of driving tests in the 
some way ogoinl 


The VSCC is B5 years young this yeor and many of its events are 
steeped in history and tradition: the Measham oil night rally, 
held in the depths of winter, is the ultimate test of endurance 
and resilience, whilst in spring, the Pomeroy trophy, held at 
Silverstone, has drawn vehicles of ail marques since the end of 
petrol rationing: to be eligible they must pass both the test of 
roadwofthiness,...and the test of being able to fit two VSCC/Le 
Mans regulation suitcases in the boot to prove their touring cor 
stotus! 



• Ffcftire courfesy of ffefro Speed 
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Piciure by RNannon Carved Crook 


The Prescott Hiil Climb near 
Gothenngton, this year held 
on 3 and 4 August: 5s the 
pinnacle of Ihe Speed season 
and Is a delightful, relaxed 
day out for alt the fomily and 
an opportunity to get close to 
these magnificent machines 
doing what they do best: they 
were built to perform and 
watching them hurtling up 
steep hills from the comfort of 
Q picnic blonket is a sight not 
to be missed. 


« Picture byA/far} Rhodes 




The VSCC colendor offers something 
for everyone and you don't have to be 
a member to enjoy these spectacular 
events. Go to www.vscc.co,uk for further 
information and treat the whole family to o 
day out they will never forget. ♦ 



• Picfvre by Tim Surman 



Picture by Richard ConnoRy 


Picture by Rhiannon Carved Crook 




Picture by Pete Austin 


• Pfcfure by Alike Archer 
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IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR 


I 1 very suminer for the post 30 years, Whittlebury Park has welcomed thousands of campers 
l-H for the Formula 1 weekend and ather motorsport events. At the heart of the co-ordination 
J_ Jand logistics are the owners of Whittlebury Park, the Sargeont family. 

Jeff and Carol Sargeant and their children Charles, Georgie and Stephonie hove worked 
around the clock in various roles along with the rest of the team to ensure guests have a great 
experience ot Whittlebury every year. Locoted just minutes away from the Silverstone Circuit, 
Whittlebury has become the prime spot for FI fons to pitch up for the weekend and enjoy the 
exciting atmosphere for the internationolly renowned event. 


The Sargeant family's camping adventure started 
in the 19S0s, when the Grand Prix used to alternate 
between Silverstone and Brands Hatch. The first year 
they were living in Whittlebury, with the Grand Prix 
at Silverstone, there was a huge omount of chaos 
caused by around 150,000 people all trying to leave 
at the same time from the one gate on the west side 
of the circuit. 

Owner of Whittlebury Pork, Carol Sargeant saw a 
car appear at the top of the hil! on Whittlebury's 
estate, looking for on alternative way out. More 
people spotted this and soon a succession of 
additional cars followed. 

The following year, Silverstone secured the 
stewardship of the GP every year and even though 
those same savvy campers that spotted the 
diversion into Whittlebury's estote hod pre-booked 
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their spoces, there was room for more, so hundreds 
of leaflets were handed out to people stuck in the 
same slow moving traffic. 

From this moment onwards, numbers and awareness 
grew, facilities were added and Whittlebury 
became the trendsetter for large scale camping. 


\X E ASKED CHARLES SARGEANT 
TO SHARE SOME MEMORIES FROM 
GROWING UP WITH THE GRAND PRIX 


is there a significant memory from a previous year 
that you will always remember? 

One particularly stands out, and although health 
and safety wouldn't allow this today, in 1992 when 
I was 10 years old, I took Nigel Mansetl around the 
campsite on a quad bike, two days later he won the 
British Grand Prix, 


What Is a typical day like for you and the team 
during FI weekend? 

What makes our Fi weekends so great is that they 
ore truly never the same. I have now completed 
25 British Grand Piix weekends at Whittlebury Pork, 
and all have their unique challenges and surprises, 
including towing 8,000 vehicles during the very wet 
2012 GP weekend! 


What top three things do you think guests enjoy 
most about the camping experience at 
Whittlebury? 

1. The greot, quality facilities we have. 
Guests con use our award winning 
Atrium Clubhouse when they are 
camping, which has helped us 


become renowned for providing an 
excellent experience. 

2. The friendly atmosphere we hove 
created between compers and 
members of the Whittlebury team, 

I think campers also enjoy seeing the 
some faces working at the event year 
after year, 

3. The variety of things to do, and 
places to eat. We hove trusted 
suppliers we hove used for years, but 
we also pride ourselves on introducing new outlets 
and facilities for our guests. ♦ 

Visit whittlebury.com/camping to find out more. 


For more information 
about Silverstone 
Hospitality Packages 
please telephone: 
01327 850 438 

































































MOTORING AND SPORT 



• fn Gz&ece af ihe European 

Compak Cf}ampronsh/ps 


CLAY SHOOTING 

IF YOU HAVEN’T HAD A GO. TRY IT! 




One of Four Sh/res' lesser known world 
champions, Cheryl Hall, started her shooting 
career In the east of England before moving 
to Great Kourton, near Banbury. How a 
leading shot, she talks to Four ^h/res about 
her sporting life. 

When and why did you start shooting? 

I started shooting when I was 20.1 used to 
go working my dogs on a shooting estate 
in Lincolnshire. Once a year to words the 
end of the seoson they hold what’s called 
Q keepers' Day' where the guns beat for 
the beaters who have worked for them 
oil season. I had never held a gun so I 
was horrified when I was given one as a 
Christmas present to use on said day. To soy 
that I hated it was an understatement. I had 
no ideo whot I was doing (other thorn being 
safe, which is the only thing they showed 
me) I ripped my new breelcs on the barbed 
wire, which was more than embarrassing, 
and the underkeeper who was my age 
thought it was highly hlJarious to lough at 
my downfalls all day. I was encouraged 
(forced) to go and have a lesson of a local 
clay shooting ground ready for the next 
Keepers' Day, after I had stopped spitting 
feathers ond had calmed down. Forgetting 
the next Keepers’ Day ond concentrating 
on what the instructor told me f wasn’t half 
bod and had such a good time I booked 
another lesson the following week. 

Wiiere do you do most of your sport - do 
you hove o home ground? 

I travel all over the country as there are 
many competitions through the year 
and every weekend if you wanted to. I 
don't have a specific home ground os it 
is important not to shoot the same targets 
oil the time. My closest ground 
however is Edgehill Shooting ground 
where it's always good for a quick 
practice when we can. I often 
sneak over to AC Sporting Targets 
also when in the area. 

What are the particular challenges 
facing your sport of this tfme? 

Noise complaints. So mony 
established grounds are closing 
as people moving into the area 
complain. Ultimately this can cause 
businesses to be forced to close. 

And funding is a challenge too. 
People believe that when you 
shoot at the level that I do that you 
get funding or sponsorship which 


covers all your expenses. However this is not 
the case. It can be a very expensive sport 
[dependant on how much you would like to 
achieve and con afford to invest in it]. 

Have you made many mistakes during your 
sporting career? 

I arrived in Prague late one night ready 
for the European Championships the 
next day and the restaurant had closed. 
So being starving hungry and getting 
directions where i could get food I went 
in search. I got terribly lost, no sign of any 
restaurants or toke oway so decided to 
turn the car around and try and get back 
to the hotel. As I turned round I reversed 
the cor in to the ditch. Trying to explain 
whot hod happened to your G8 team 
mates and ask for help, then came the 
question "Where are you? We will come 
and help”. My directions were poor but 
they eventually found me using directions 
like an odd looking tree and a sharp bend 
etc ond got the car out. The worst wos 
how funny they found this. The next day 
I thought I had got oway with any more 
people laughing at me os everyone was 
focused on the competition. We went to 
the shooting ground ond had to catch 
a coach to the various loyouts. As the 
cooch turned in to the woodlands there 
were fits of laughter and everyone was 
laughing ot me. I had no idea what they 
were laughing out until later that day 
when I was showed the sign stating "this 
is where Cheryl Hall reversed her car in 
to the ditch" or words to that effect. Still 
remembered to this day. 

Do you hovo Q big bock up team or coach? 

No coach, though I have very good 
sponsors. My gun is Italian mode by Perazzi 
and they supply the gun I shoot. They are 
amazing and make all their sponsored 
shooters feel like family. 

RC Cartridges look otter me with supplying 
my favourite cartridges which I hove 
practically won everything with. 

I get my glasses supplied by an American 
Company colled Pill a who produce the 
high definition glasses which ore necessary 
for oil light conditions for oil different clay 
colours also. 

Hearing protection is a must and mine 
is supplied by Cens Digital who are very 
supportive and always keep me supplied 
with the very best they have and the 
newest technology. 


• Cheryl (centrej the Grand Prix Champion 
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• Che/yf WcfW aHhe Euj'op^on CJiamp/omf7fps 2019 In 
Hungary with her partner Mike Bartietf 


one wants to get out of 
bed for I certainly value 
them. Ef you hove respect 
for the referees then they 
will respect you. If you are 
nice about any mistolces and 
discuss them then often an 
agreeable solution con be 
reached. That said, I don’t 
condone cheating in any 
way shape or form so \ wouldn't expect 
people to toke advantage by bribing. 

Could you describe o typical sporting day? 


of sports or could have. Maybe golf would 
have been good. Definitely not tennis ac 
squash as these are too energetic. 


• Perazii Shotgun 


Teague Precision Chokes supply the chokes 
for my gun. 

Mogic Bore supplies oil my gun cleaning 
products ond is o local company to 
Oxfordshire. It is o small company run by 
one person who designed this new product 
to cut down on the time spent cleaning my 
gun. 

Do you have a particular fondness for the 
sports herftage of the midlartds? 

I hove a particular fondness of any sports 
heritage in any area or country. 


What lessons have you leornt during your 
sports career? 

Work hard, fry hard, but mostly enjoy. If 
you are relaxed and happy this is when 
you will shoot your best. Treat others how 
you would wish to be treated and always 
remember that no one likes the stroppy one 
that swears and throws their toys out of the 
prom. 

World. European. English and British titles 
don’t get any easier the more you win. 

Is the referee always right? 

I like to think the referees are all my friends. 
They have a very hard job to do with long 
hours and sometimes in weothef that no 



This depends on where I om shooting. On 
Sundays in the summer I have to shoot os 
much Qs possible, which means getting on 
early start to get to the first shooting ground, 
get round as quick as possible, rush off to 
another shooting ground, again shoot os 
quick os possible and hopefuify squeeze in 
a third. All these shoots ore 100 bird (clay) 
registered competitions whereby each 
score counts towards your average for the 
year. 

How do you spend your spare time - what 
are your hobbles? 

I don’t usually have any spare time until 
mid September and then it depends on if 
I hove any holiday left. My partner and I 
started carp fishing last year so we do love 
to sneak away for the odd long weekend. 
This year we hope to have a couple of days 
free from work os the World Championships 
are in this country rather than abroad. We 
are trying to find somewhere in France to 
go carp fishing perhaps. We both do a lot of 
coaching and get a lot of enjoyment from 
this. There is o good variety of coaching 
from cloy lessons, gome lessons and also in 
the field instruction and coding which we 
do. So our diaries ore crazy but funi I also 
love getting youngsters to a safe level and 
coaching them for the future. 

If you could have played another sport for 
your country what would It be? 

I would have chosen or should hove chosen 
something that pays' I am very competitive 
so I believe I could turn my hand to a lot 


What book are you reading at the moment 
and what Is your favourite? 

I am desperately looking forward fo getting 
my hands on and reading o book my very 
good friend of mine has just published. 
'Make it Happen’by Victoria Knowles-Lacks. 
This lady is so inspirational and gave up 
her coreer fo set up o club - The Shotgun 
and Chelsea Sun Club - which promotes 
shooting, shows people how to get into the 
sport, and encourages more ladies to hove 
ago. 

Favourite Film... and music 

Andrea Boccelli is my ultimate and favourite 
film is probably the ’Taken’ series. I loved 
'Game of Thrones’ os well. 

Marmite - yes or no? 

No absolutely not! 

Car or motorcycle? 

Cor 

What are your hopes for the future? 

To continue winning. I have been very 
fortunate over the years but E have worked 
very hard for everything I hove done. I lost 
about 4 'A stone o couple of yeors ago 
so my shooting took o dive in the wrong 
direction. This year is proving to be very 
successful. I won the European FITASC 
Champbnships in Hungary and although I 
hove won this before there is no greater win 
when you have hod o drop for two years in 
performance ond got close to giving up. So 
watch this space. ♦ 


• EngJish Open Champion 20 J? 
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• A/cock ar>€r Brown, prctt/re cotirtes/ of i?of/£-Roy'ce 

ALCOCK AND BROWN’S 
FIRST TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHT 


N ext year Derbyshire museums 
will open the new Museum of 
Making in Derby feoturing, at 
its heart, some astonishing objects that 
have shaped the world in which we live. 
One of the stand-out objects is the Eagte 
Engine, which helped to power the first 
transatlantic flight by Alcock and Brown 
100 years ago. 

This small, but powerful Rolls-Royce engine 
will be a star object in the Museum of 
Making: a new visitor destination In the 
heart of Derby exploring 300 years of 
Derbyshire's history through incredible 
objects that made a mark on the world. 

Do you have any connections to the Rolls- 
Royce Eagle Engine? 

Was someone in your family involved on 
the Eagle production line at Rolls-Royce? 

If so fhe Derbyshire museum wants to hear 
from you. The flight was olso the first air 
mall plane and carried some interesting 
correspondence with it - did anyone in 
your family receive any mail from fhe 
flight? 

Tony Butler, Executive Director at Derby 
Museums, the charitable trust which is 
developing and will operate the Museum 
of Making said: '1t is those personol stories 


that will bring the Museum of Making to 
life and help inspire the maker in all of us. 
Derby was, ond still is, making things that 
are having a huge impact in the UK and 
around the world, and this new Museum 
will not only be showcasing this through 
stories such as that of the Eagle Engine, but 
will also provide a hub for makers today." 


* AJcock and Brown before fheh fini 
iransailantic flight., picture courtesy of 
Rolli-Royce 



• Telegraph from A/cock and Brown to 
Rofts-Royce, picture courtesy of RoJfs- 
Royce 



« Ground Crew preparing for the flight picture courtesy of RoJfs-Royce 
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• Eag/e Engine af Nightingaie Factory, picture courtesy of RoUs~Royce 


* Eric Piatford. Chief Tester for RoHs-Royce sent to inspect the 
engine before the Right attempt, picture courtesy of Roiis-Royce 


Gill Fennell of Roll^-Royce said: "We ore 
incredibly proud of the role the Eagle 
Engine played in this amazing milestone in 
Qviotion history. As well as celebrating this 
key moment, we are olso looking towards 
the future skills and expertise we need to 
help us pioneer new technologies. That is 
why we are a partner in the new Museum 
of Making which will be a fantastic 
inspiration and resource for the makers 
ond pioneers of tomorrow." 

British aviators John Alcock and Arthur 
Brown made the first nomsfop transatlantic 
flight in June 1919, taking off on 14th 
June. Flying in a modified First World 
War Vickers Vimy bomber from St John’s 
Newfoundland, they landed in Clifden, 
Connemara, Ireland on T5th June. This 
was a truly major achievement, taking 
place within 20 years of the Wright Brothers 
making the first flight. Many others had 
attempted this journey, but Alcock and 
Brown were the first to succeed in making 
the flight. 


• Eagte Engine, 
picture courtesy of 
Derby Museums 


The modified plane was 
fitted with two Rolls-Royce 
Eagle Engines. Winston 
Churchill, as Secretary of 
State for Air, presented the 
two pilots with the Daily Mall 
prize of £10,000 for the first 
crossing of the Atlantic Ocean 
by aeroplane in "less than 72 
consecutive hours.’' A small 
amount of mail was carried 
on the flight, also making 
it the first tronsatlantic air 
mail flight. ♦ 


W/nners of 


DojV MoiV 
Transoffonfrc 


Ffight 

Compef/f/on 


• Trie Eogfe picture courtesy of Derby Mtrseums 
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WIN TICKETS TO THE 
ROCKING AND REVVING 
SILVERSTONE CLASSIC! 


summer poy homage to the seminal 
Woodstock festival of 1969. 


Along with access to both rocing 
paddocks and trackside grandstonds, 
oil of the fun-fuelled attractions on the 
Sunday are included absolutely free in 
the ticket pricel ♦ 


To find out more visit the website at: 
WWW. silvers ton ec I ass ic .com. 




To win tickets, simply answer the question 
below and send your replies to copy® 
fourshires.co.uk. 

In what year was the original Mini launched 
- 1959, 1969 or 1979? 


The first three readers to provide 
a correct response received by 
email via copy@fourshires.co.uk 
will each win a poir of tickets for 
the event on Sunday. 


H ere's a great chance to win tickets 
to this summer's sizillng Sllverstone 
Classic {26-2B July), the world's 
biggest historic motor racing festival. Half 
a doien lucky Four Shires readers will be 
going as we have three pairs of tickets for 
Sunday's unrivalled action to give owayl 

The magical three day retro festival 
features on incredible line up of 21 
evocative races including hundreds of 
Formula 1, GL sports and touring cars from 
the sport^s golden eras of yesteryear. 


Adding to the on track excitement, this 
yeor's non stop action will be celebrating 
Bentley's centenory, 60 years of the Mini 
and the Ford Capri's 50th birthdoy. There 
will also be a sparkling Twilight Tribute to Le 
Mans as the sun goes down on Saturday 
evening. 

Providing great value, all tickets give 
occess to a wealth of great family 
entertoinment including period funfair 
rides, airdisploys, driving experiences, 
interactive games, mossive cor club 
displays and live music concerts on 
Friday and Saturday evening, which this 


The three winners will be 
contocted via email and 
this will provide them, with an 
exclusive special code that 
will allow them to print their 
admission tickets for the event. 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 



D-DAY COMMEMORATIOK CREATED 
BY FOUR SHIRES’ SCULPTOR 


O verWorton sculptor David 

Williams Ellis wos at the centre 
of the internofionol D-Day 
commemorations in France last month. 
David's sculpture, featuring three British 
soldiers, will form, part of Britain’s first 
memorial dedicated to those who died 
during the D-Day fighting on June 6th 1944. 

The statue, which was unveiled in the 
presence of Prime Minister Theresa May 
and President Emmanuel Macron, is an 18 
faot tall bronze that was created in David's 
studios between Great Tew and Duns Tew 
in Oxfordshire. 



David commented: "Et was one of the 
most incredible experiences iVe ever had, 
being involved in such a major project was 
exciting, emotional, nerve wracking and 
really uplifting," 

He continued: "When you moke something 
it comes from nothing, in clay cast in 




bronze, then it's sitting on the beach ond 
people are crying in front of it, it's very 
moving." 

David was first approached about the 
memorial almost five years ogo - he 
jumped at the chance to be involved as 
his father was a veteran of the fighting in 
the Second World War, ♦ 
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40 YEARS OF FAIRPORT 


This year Falrport's Cropredy Convention celebrates its 40tii ar^nlversary. Ifs an 
achievement that would be relished by any band, but for Fairport Convention there Is the 
added bonus of the band successfully surviving tor almost 50 years. From their fomatlon In 
1 we are taking a look at the life and times of Fairport Convention, the festival and this 
year's Incredible line-up... 




* S^mon NIC h o/ 


• Dave Pegg> pictured wrfh B/l/y Connol/y 
in fhe r9S0s 


THE BAND 

SIMON NICOL - lead vocal, rhythm guHar 

Sim on Nicol was bor n on 13th October 
1950 and brought up in north London. 

He IS o founding member of Fairport 
Convention, joining the band at its 
inception in 1967. 

As a teenager, he met local musicion 
Ashley Hutchings. They - with others - 
formed Fairport Convention, taking the 
name from Simon's house 'Fairport' where 
the band rehearsed. 

Fairport Convention became hugely 
successful after vocalist Sandy Denny 


joined the bond. However, after Sandy 
left Simon found himself taking a more 
prominent role on stage. He also became 
more involved in studiO' work and 
production. 

During the 1970s, Simon took o four year 
break from. Fairport worthing on various 
projects as both producer and musician, 
collaborating with AI Sfewort, Cat Stevens 
and The Albion Country Bond among 
others. 

Simon rejoined Fairport in 197S and has 
been the band's main guitarist ond 
lead singer ever since. However, he has 


continued to work with other musicians 
including Ashley Hutchings and has toured 
with, among others, Beverley Craven and 
Art Garfunkel. Simon has also releosed two 
solo albums. 

Simon lives neor Canterbury, Kent. 

DAVE PEGG - boss guitar, backing vocal 

Dave Pegg was born on 2nd November 
1947 and brought up In Acocks Green, 
Birmingham. He joined Fairport Convention 
in 1969. 

As a teenager. Dove became involved in 
Birmingham's vibrant 60s rock scene. He 
soon found himself playing guitar most 
evenings with one or other of the city's 
young bands. Later, Dave auditioned as 
a lead guitarist with The Uglys but was 
persuaded to swop to bass guitar and has 
played the instrument ever since. 

After a spell with The Uglys, Dave joined the 
Ion Campbell Folk Group on double boss 
and me! fiddle maestro Dave Sworbrick 
by whom he was introduced to Fairport 
Convention. He joined them and has been 
in the band ever since. 

In 1900, he joined Jethro Tull os bass player 
and spent 15 years with the bond. As if 
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• J/moj? NicoL Dove Mot^ack^, R/c 
Senders, Dove Pegg. Maari AHcock^ 
fakenfn J986 

ploying in fwo bands was not enough, he 
set up Wood w or in Records to produce 
ond market Foirport's albums. He also 
recorded a soto olbum. 

Dove has also co-orgonised Fairport's 
Cropredy festival since the early l9S0s. 

From small beginnings, it hos grown into a 
major event that attracts 20,000 fans each 
August. 

As well os recording and touring with 
Fairport Convention and Jethro Tull, Dave 
is much in demand as a session player 
and has contributed bass to innumerable 
recordings. He is also an accomplished 
mandolin ployer. 

Dove lives in Banbury, Oxfordshire. 

RIC SANDERS-violin 

Rio Sanders was born on Sth December 
1952 and brought up in Birmingham. He 
joined Foirport Convention in 1985. 

The violin was Ric^s first love and he took 
up the instrument as a youngster. His first 
professional engagement was in 1972, 
touring Europe with Stomu Yomashfo's Red 
Buddoh Theatre, 

During the mid-1970s Ric was in demand 
as o jazz soloist and worked with, among 
others, Michael Goirick, Johnny Patrick and 
legendary jazz pianist Joques Dieval, 

In the late 1970s, Ric pursued both his 
folk and jazz interests as a member of, 
respectively. The Albion Band and Soft 
Mochine, He toured and recorded with 
both bands. With The Albion Bond, Ric 
performed ot the Notional Theatre. 

In 1980, Ric and Soft Machine guitarist 
John Etheridge formed Second Vision. 

They recorded on olbum ond toured 
extensively, Ric next teamed up with 
guitarist Vo Fletcher in music education 
projects: the duo supported o Musicians 
Union initiative in schools and recorded for 
BBC television. 

Since 1985, Ric has played full fime with 
Foirport Convention but has continued 
to take an active interest in jazz and 
other musical forms. He has collaborated 
with June Tabor, Andrew Crenshaw and 


% 



« Chr/s LesJfe 


FAIRPORT CONVENTION 
BECNVME HUGEL\‘ 
SUCCESSFUL AFTER 

\ oc:alist sandy denny 

JOINED THE BAND. AFTER 
SANDY LEFT SI.MON FOUND 
HIMSELF TAKINC; A MORE 
FRO.MINENT RC.UE ON STACIE. 

Martin Simpson omong others and olso 
recorded solo albums and o violin tuitionol 
introduced by Jools Holland, His session 
credits include Roy Harper, Jethro Tull, 
Strawbs, Pentongle, Gerry Rafferty. Louden 
Wainwright III. Robert Plant, The Fureys. and 
Ashley Hutchings among many others. 

As well as Foirport Convention, Ric has 
his own trio. The Ric Sanders Group, with 
Vo Fletcher ond Mike Gregory, The group 
performs o wide repertoire of jazz and 
swing and recently has collaborated with 
Banbury based Anjall Dance Com pony, 

Ric lives in a village near Banbury, 
Oxfordshire. 

CHRIS LESLIE - lead vocal, fiddle, mandolin, 
bouzoukJ 

Chris was born on 1 Sth December 
1956 and he was brought up in north 
Oxfordshire, He joined Foirport Convention 
in 1996, 

Inspired by local musicians, Chris began 
playing the fiddle ot the age of 13, One of 
his early influences and, later, his mentor 
was Fairpof! Convention's then fiddler 
Dove Swarbrick. 



• From bock, left fo right: Chrh LesHe. Simon 
Nichoi Dave Pegg, Rfck Sonders. Gerry 
Conway 


In 1976. Chris and his brother John Leslie 
began performing as a duo and they 
recorded on album in 1976. Chris oiso 
played with singer-songwriter Steve 
Ashley, touring extensively in the UK ond 
continental Europe. 

Chris studied violin making in 
Not ting horn shire and completed his three 
year course in 1933. Bock to Oxfordshire, 
he was invited to tour with Dove Pegg to 
promote Dave's solo album, 

Dave Sworbrick invited Chris to become 
o founder member of the pioneering 
acoustic group Whippersnapper, This band 
made several albums and toured the UK, 
Europe and the USA. Chris also toured with 
rock group All About Eve. 

During the 1990s, Chris worked os o 
duo with Whippersnapper guitorist Kev 
Dempsey, collaborated with folk pianist 
Beryl Marriott, and was a member of Simon 
Mayor's Mandolin Quartet, He also played 
fiddle on tour with Ian Anderson of Jethro 
Tull. 

In 1995 Chris joined The Albion Band, 
touring and recording with them before 
joining Foirport Convention the next year. 
As well as ploying ond recording with 
them, Chris has contributed many songs to 
Fa rporf * s re pertoire. 

In the run up to Christmas each year, 

Chris tours with seaso^nal group St Agnes 
Fountain, His session credits include work 
for Ralph McTell. Steve Ashley, Alan Stivell, 
Chris While and Julie Mathews, Jez Lowe, 
Christine Collister, Moortin Allcock, The 
Me I stock Band, Kieran Hatpin, John Wright, 
All About Eve, and Mostly Autumn. Chris 
has also recorded three solo albums. 

Chris lives in a north Oxfordshire village. 

GERRY CONWAY - drums and percussion 

Gerry was born on 11 th September 1947 
and grew up in London. He joined Foirport 
Convention in 1998. »> 
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Even as a 
toddler, Gerry 
wonted to be a 
drummer and he got his first 
full drumkit at the oge of 11. By 
the time he left school, his vocation 
was cleor and he v^enl to woilc at EMI 
hoping fora chance to audition. 


The chance came and Gerry found himself 
the drummer with The Jet Set, playing 
ska and souL His next move was to blues 
legend Alexis korner^s bond. After a yeor 
with Korner, Gerry joined Trevor Lucas in 
Eciection. 


Eclection folded in the early 1970s and 
Gerry joined Fotheringay w'hich featured 
Sandy Denny and Trevor Lucos but, despite 
critical acclaim, the band proved short 
lived. 

After playing a studio session with Cat 
Stevens, Gerry was invited to join the band 
and spent six yeors touring the world with 
Stevens, tn 1979 he went to live in the USA 
for a few years, working mainly with Jerry 
Donahue, 


During the 19S0s, Gerry spent a year or so 
on the road with Jethro Tull followed by o 
stint with Richard Thompson's band. 

In 1985, Gerry joined Pentangle and has 
been with them ever since. His session 
credits include Paul McCartney, Steeleye 
Span, Ralph Me Tell, Roger Hodgson, Dan 
Ar Braz, Jerry Donahue and many more, 

Gerry lives in RedhIIL Surrey, 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
FAIRPORT CON VENTION 

EARLY DAYS 

FQjrpoft Convenffon played its first concert 
in a church hall on 27lh Moy 1967, Based 
in suburban north London, the group had 
coalesced around bass guitarist Ashley 
Tyger' Hutchings, 

The youngsters ‘convened’ for rehearsals 
at a house named fairport, the fomily 
home of rhythm guitarist Simon Nicol, Thus 
was born a name that has endured for well 
over four decades. As well as Hutchings 
and Nicol, the line up included lead 
guitarist Richard Thompson and drummer 
Shaun Prater, 



• Fa/jfport from fhe stage 

However, the inaugural line up only played 
the one gig, A young drummer, Martin 
Lamble, was in the church hall audience 
and he convinced the bond that he could 
do a better job than the incumbent. It was 
the first of the bewildering flurry of line up 
changes that characterised Fairport’s first 
15 years. 

Fairport soon augmented its line up with a 
female singer, Judy Dyble, A girl out front 
helped set the band apart from the dozens 
of other bonds springing up from the 
fast-moving youth culture of thot summer. 
Fairport found no shortage of work and 
was soon a regular act at underground 
venues such as The Electric Garden, Middle 
Earth and UFO, 

The band had only been playing a few 
months when they caught the ear of 
producer Joe Boyd who secured fhem. 
a contract with Island Records, Boyd 
suggested they augment the line up with 
another male vocalist so lain Matthews 
joined the bond. The first album, Fairport 
Convenfcn, was recorded late In 1967, 

At this early stage, Foirport Convenfion 
looked to Americo for material and 
inspiration, "The two lead vocalist 
approach appealed to us," lain Matthews 
recoils, "and because of our name 
and onstage presence, lots of people 
thought we were American, and we 
were not about to attempt to dispel that 
presumption," This led to the bond being 
dubbed 'the British Jefferson Airplane’, 

By the time the second LF, V/hof We Did 
On Our FJoiidays, was released Judy Dyble 
had been replaced by Sandy Denny, a folk 
singer who had previously recorded as a 
soloist and with the Strawbs. 

The third album, Unhaifbricking, featured 
a guest appearance by Birmingham folk 
fiddler Dave Swarbricfc. This album, like its 



Mitchell and Bob 

Dylan, However, influences of English music 
were beginning to creep in. 

Radio DJ John Peel was a staunch 
champion of Fairport's music. He played 
the band’s albums on his influential BBC 
shows. Peel also recorded a number of 
BBC sessions which were later released 
later as an album. 

By now, partly through S war brick and 
Denny’s influence, Fofrport Convention 
was on the cusp of inventing folkrock, a 
hybrid of imaginative revivals of traditional 
material with modern instrumentation 
and rhythms, Richard Thompson had 
developed info an exceptionally talented 
and inventive guitarist, and the band was 
increasingly penning its own material. 

Fofrport Convention even entered the 
singles charts with Si Fu Dofs Portir. a French 
language version of Bob Dylan’s if You 
Goffo Go, The record just missed the top 
20 but got the bond a slot on Top Of The 
Pops. 

Things were looking rosy when disaster 
struck. Fairport’s van crashed on the Ml 
motorway on the way home from a gig 
in Birmingham, Martin Lambie - just 1 9 
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yeors oid - and Jeannie Fronklyn, Richard 
Thompson's girlfriend, were killed.The rest 
of the bond suffered injuries of varying 
severity. 

The young musicians nearly decided to 
call it o day. But they didn't and, once 
recovered, they went back into the studio. 
Matthews had left the band by then and 
Dave Mattocks took over the vacant drum 
stool. The resulting album, Liege And L/e/, 
was a classic. This was arguably Fairport 
Convention's finest album and established 
British foj;krocfc as a distinct and influential 
genre. 

Liege And Uef was launched with a sell 
out concert in London's Royol Festival Hall 
iafe in 1969. Dave Swarbrick had mode a 
big contribution to the project and he now 
joined the band fulMIme, 

197as MAJOR CKANGfS 

Despite the triumph of Liege And Lief, 
founder member Ashley Hutchings quit 
to form Steeleye Span. To compound 
Foirport's problems, Sandy Denny also left 
the bond. 

Dove Fegg took over on bass guitar and 
has been in the band ever since, an 
unbroken stint of 34 years. Sondy Denny 
was Irreplaceable so the band decided to 
continue without a female singer. 

All the band members and their families 
moved in to The Angel, a former pub in 
Hertfordshire. There was nearly another 
tragedy when o runaway lorry crashed 
into the building, Dave Swarbhcfc was 
rudely awoken as the truck demolished his 
bedroom, leaving him unhurt but covered 
in rubble. 

The next Fairport album was Fuff House but 
soon after its release Richard Thompson left 
the bond. Simon Nicol was now the only 
original member. 

The band played on. Dove Swarbrick 
developed a folkrocfc opero called 
Bobbacombe Lee and life In the ex-pub 
inspired the LP Angef Delight. The two 


TI IE ALBUM Linen AND 
Linn^ WAS A CLASSIC AM.:) 
WAS ARGUABLY FAIRPORT 
CONVENTION’S FINEST 
ALBUM 

albums were the first time the some Fairport 
line up had recorded consecutively - 
every other release hod seen changes in 
personnel from its predecessor. 

Simon Nicol left Fairport eorly in 1972, 
followed by Dave Mattaefcs although both 
would rejoin later. That left the two Daves, 
Fegg and Swarbrick, holding the band 
together. 

The following few years were dubbed 
'Foirport Confusion" as a bewildering 
sequence of band members came and 
went. Of the albums released during 
this period, Fairpofi Nine and Rosfe were 
probably the most successful. 

In 1974, Sandy Denny rejoined Fairport 
Cons/ention for o couple of years. She is 
featured on the album Rising For The Moon 
but she left again in 1976. 

Having come to the end of the contract 
with Island Records, Fairport signed up with 
Vertigo. By now, the line up had stabilised 
and Simon Nicol was bock an the bond. 

But otter two of four contracted albums. 
Vertigo wanted out - in fact, the label 
ended up paying Fairport Convention not 
to make albums. 

\ 979 - '"AWW, MAMA, CAN THIS REALLY BE 
THE END?" 

In 1979 the band had no record deal and 
Dave Swarbrick"s hearing wos deteriorating 
rapidly. Fairport decided to call It a day. 
The band did a farewell tour ond played 
a final outdoor concert in Cropredy, 
the Oxfordshire village where Dove and 
Christine Fegg lived. No record company 
wanted to release the live recordings of 
the tour and concert so the Feggs started 


Woodworm Records and releosed it 
themselves. 

After a year, Fofrpod Convention staged 
a reunion concert in Cropredy and 
the famous festival was born. Over the 
next few years, the event grew rapidly. 
Soon Fairport was staging New Year gigs 
ond playing In Scandinavia. The Feggs 
continued to record and release the 
Cropredy concerts os 'official bootlegs'. 

Meanwhile, Dove Pegg had joined Jethro 
Tull ond Simon Nicol had teamed up with 
Dave Swarbrick in an acoustic duo. In 1985 
both Fegg and Nicol had some spare time. 
Dave Mattacks was free too. They decided 
to record an album of new material In the 
Feggs' studio. 

19a5-stab1tlty at last 

Dove Sworbrick declined to join the new 
band so violin virtuoso Rlc Sanders, formerly 
of Soft Machine, was Invited to participate. 
Multhlnstrumenfalist Maartin AlJcock was 
also recruited and the five piece recorded 
Foirport's only oil instrumental album. 
Expletive Delighted. 

With Its mix of old stagers and new blood, 
this proved to be Foirporf Convention's 
longest lasting line up - eleven years, in the 
early nineties, a four piece acoustic line 
up emerged, the two versions of Fairport 
running in parollel. Woodworm continued 
to record and release the band's studio 
albums and live 'boots'. 

Maartin Allcock left an the mid 90s and 
was replaced by Chris Leslie on mandolin 
and fiddle. Chris proved to be a talented 
songwriter and has mode a significant 
contribution to the band's repertoire. 

In 1998, Dove Mattacks moved to the USA 
and Gerry Conway, who hod travelled 
a parallel musical rood to Fairport for 30 
years, took over on drums and percussion. 

INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 

The new century found Fairport in fine form. 
Conceal halls were full and records were 
selling well. The year 2000 wos marked »> 
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by the very successful ■Y2K' tour and a new 
studio album, The Wood And The Wfre. 

Free Reed Records, an Independent 
label, released Fa^rporf Unconvenfjonof, a 
four-CD boxed set of rare and un re loosed 
recordings from; the band's 35-year career 
in 2002. 

Fairporf Convenffon won the coveted 
Life time Achfevemenf Award at the 2002 
BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. The seminal 
album Liege And Lief was voted 'Best Folk 
Album Ever’ by Rodio 2 listeners. In Summer 
2006, Liege And Lief was □ worded a Gold 
Disc for its continuing sales, 

Fairport Convention Is still one of the busiest 
bands around. The current line up of Simon 
Nicol {lead vocal, rhythm and electric 
guitars), Dave Pegg [backing vocals, boss 
guitar, mandolin), Ric Sanders [violin), 

Chris Leslie (lead vocal fiddle, bouzoukl, 
mandolin) and Gerry Conway (percussion 
and drums) still packs venues on its 
frequent tours. 

Each year starts with Fairport covering the 
length and breadth of Britain on Its winter 
tour. In August, the band stoges Fairport's 
Cropredy Convention music festival In 
Oxfordshire. Most years, there is a tour in 
the USA ond Canada and UK tours by the 
Foirport Acoustic line up and by spin off 
band The Dylan Project, 



A VERY BRIEF HISTORY OF 
FAIRPORT'S C:R0PREDY 
CONVENTION 

The festival's roots go back to the mid- 
1970s when Fairport Convention members 
Dove Fegg and Dave Swarbhck moved to 
Cropredy, 

In 1976, fairport Convention played an 
Impromptu concert to support the village 
fete's fundraising. The event look place 
In the garden of Prescote Manor, owned 
by Dick Crossman (a Labour cabinet 
minister) and his wife Anne. The event was 
successful and was repeated in 1977 and 
1978 (when nearly 2,000 people turned up). 

After Folrporf Convention lost Its record 
deal in 1979, the band decided to stop 
fouling. On 4th August fhat year, Fairport 
staged a farewell concert In the open air 
at Cropredy. The all day event featured 




guest performers Including Ralph McTell, 
Sieve Ashley, Chris Leslie and Earl Okin. The 
concert wos recorded ond later released 
on Dave Pegg's newly formed Woodworm 
Records label. Titled Farewet! Forewe//, the 
album sold 3,000 copies. 

The next year, Fairport decided to stage 
a one-doy reunion concert. This 1960 
reunion is generally regorded os the first 
'proper' Cropredy festival. It took place on 
30 August with support from Ralph McTell, 
Richard and Linda Thompson, and John 
Kirkpatrick among others. This time, 7,000 
people turned up. 

In 19B1, the second reunion took place at 
Broughton Castle, south of Banbury. This 
was Fairport's first two day festival and also 
the only time 'Cropredy' has been staged 
awoy from its home village. The festival 
returned to Cropredy the following year. 


Until 1986, the event wos billed as the 
Annuo/ Fairport Reunion. From 1987 it 
was advertised as Fairport’s twentieth 
anniversary celebration. In 1988 it was 
renamed Cropredy Festival and then 
Cropredy Music Festival, Since 2005 
the title has been Fairport's Cropredy 
Convention. 

From 2000 onwards, the festival was 
extended from two to three days. 

In 2007, for the first time in the event's 
history, oil the tickets were sold before the 
gates opened. This happened again In 
201 4 and was repeated In 2017, 

Fairport's Cropredy Convention is aimed 
at all ages with on emphasis on families 
and has developed a reputation as a 
particularly friendly and safe fesfivol. 

The majority of festival goers comp for 
the duration of the event. There are eight 
camping fields, six of which are adjacent 
to the main music arena. 

The event is renowned for Its real ale 
bar provided by Wadworth, the Devizes 
brewery. This bar is used by the public and 
performers alike [there is no bock-stage 
bar) making Cropredy one of the few 
major events where festival goers mingle 
with the musicians. 
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FAIRPORTS CROPREDY 
CONVENTION FORTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY (1979-2019) 

FQirport‘s Cropredy Convention three day 
open air music festival will celebrate its 
fortieth anniversary this yeor, 

A major innovation for 2019 is 'glamping’ In 
pre-pitched luxury bell tents. 

Cropredy also announced in February the 
full line up of acts appearing at this year’s 
event. Over three days (Sth, 9th and 10th 
August) Cropredy will present more than 
thirty hours of live music to an oudience of 
up to 20,000 festival goers. 

Headline acts for 2019 include The 
V/oterboys (Thursdoy), Franfc Turner (Friday): 
and host bond Foirporf Convention 
(Saturdoy). 

Other major acts include Gogot Bordello 
on Thursday, 5eth Lokemon (Friday) and 
Richard Thompson [ Friday). 

The line up encompasses soaring 
harmonies from, female ensembles 
Wildwood ICin and Daphne's Flight, 
instrumental virtuosity from Will Pound 
(harmonica), Eddy Jay (accordion) ond 
Martin Simpson (guitar), and classic rock 
from Martin Bar re and prog legends 
Caravan. 

Lll Jim, Tors, The 4 of Lfs, Wilson & Wokemon, 
RlchordDigonce, Tide Lines and Zol 
Clemlnson's /sin‘dogs/ complete the line¬ 
up. ♦ 

The full festival line up, camping and 
glamping information is available on the 
website. One day, two day and three 
day tickets ore exclusively avoilable from 
Foirporhs website: 

www .fairp ortc on ve ntion .c om /tic kets a nd 
by phone 0S44 5811396 



• Mike Scotf of The Woterhoys 



« 5etti Lokemor? 


FAIRPORT'S CROPREDY 
CONVENTION 

FACTS AND FIGURES 

Cropredy village's resident 
population of 720 people swells 
to over 20,000 during the festival 
weekend. 

The festival sife is licensed for 20,000 
people - audience, performers and 
their guests, stewards, medical and 
fire personnel, site crew, security and 
safety staff, and technicians. 

The festival site is bordered by the 
River CherwelL In June 1644 a battle 
took place in these riverside fields 
during the English civil war and the 
event is commemorated in the title 
song of Fairport’s 1988 album Red & 
Gold. 

Until 2007, Cropredy‘s church tower 
had a ring of six bells: that year 
two new treble bells increased the 
ring to a full octave. One of the 
new bells has the name 'Fairport 
Convention Festival BelF cast on 
its surface to commemorate the 
festival’s very significant contribution 
to its cost. 

In 1980, the first festival sold two 
barrels of beer; today, Wadworth 
Brewery sells up to 90,000 pints 
during the festival. 

There were two portable toilets at 
the first festival: today there are 
240 single loos, four large urinals, 

28 flush loos, and six 4“bay shower 
units. There are also ten loos and 
two shower units for people with 
disobllities. Over the weekend, 

40,000 gallons of waste are removed 
from the loos ond the 28 'Elsan' 
woste tanks. 

In 2015, the festival recycled well 
over SIX tons of glass. 

The site occupies a dozen fields 
totalling 198 acres. There ore eight 
camping fields, six of which ore 
adjacent to the main music arena. 

The festival uses over 6,300 metres 
of Heris fencing, 2,000 metres of 
temporary trackway, 30 portable 
cabins and 18 marquees of various 
sizes. 

Generators for the stage 
lights, sound system, and other 
electrical supply consume approx 
3,500 gallons of diesel.www. 
fairportconvention.com/tIckets and 
by phone 0844 5811396. 


FOUR SHIRES ♦ 59 

















advertising FEATURt: 


FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 




BOUTIQUE CLAMPING RETREAT 

IN AN AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 


W hen Jo Canroll ond Steve Taylor 
woke up to the picturesque 
view from their window each 
morning, they are thankfuL 

Nestled in on. Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in the rolling Warwickshire 
countryside, their neighbouring boutique 
glamping retreat has been one of the 
areals best kept secrets - until nov^. 

Since word got out, demand is already 
outstripping supply for Winchcombe 
Farm’s three beautiful bespoke holiday 
homes in Tysoe. And following a busy first 
year of trading - and recent planning 
consent - work is now under way on two 
more luxury lodges, the first of which will 
open its doors to guests in the autumn. 

But, it‘s been a long ond emotional road 
to success for the couple who are happy 
to be marking o new exciting chapter in 
their lives. 

The holiday lettings business which 
was established lost year, was not the 
entrepreneurs' original vision. 




They were forced to moke a change in 
20 i 7 following the financial collapse of 
their nursery business ^ after 14 years. 

Steve headed up a campaign following 
proposed changes to The Childcare Act 
20i6 which committed to giving families 
with working parents on entitlement to 
30 hours of free childcare for three ond 
four year olds. His petition to Stratford .MP 
Nodhim Zahawi, warned that the resulting 
chronic underfunding for nurseries would 
render many of them unvioble. 

Steve, 62, said: "It was heartbreaking to 
close the nursery but it came to a point 
where we didn’t hove a choice. We 



60 ♦ FOUR SHIRES 













































































FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 



■\VE ARE TRULY BLESSED TO BE 
SURROUNDED BY A WORKING FARM 
AND HIDDEN AWAY IN A VALLEY. 
SURROUNDED BY ONLY SHEEP AND 
COWS. OUR PONIES, A RESIDENT 
HERON. WOODPECKER, BADGER, 
CHICKENS AND DUCKS." 



were subsidising tbe running costs by £5k 
a month and our savings ran out: the 
business just wasn't financially viable any 
longer 

'Ihe Government introduced 30 hours 
free childcare for parents in September 
2017 ond we were being paid less to 
deliver a service than if wos costing us to 
provide. Warwickshire still receive one of 
the lowest funding rates in the country 
and even our local MP, who ironically is 
the Early Years Minister, couldn't help us 
when we presented him: with o petition 
with 6.000 signatures on from other nursery 
owners who found themselves in the same 
situation os us. 

"Having spent ail our savings trying to keep 
the 80-place nursery afloat, we took out a 


huge loan to open the holidoy let business 
and crossed our fingers that it would work. 
We just had a gut instinct it would, and 
thankfully the gamble paid off/' 

But the couple have also had to 
overcome major health setbacks along 
the way. Steve, who carries out most of 
the building work on site, does so despite 
having suffered two heart attacks in the 
past 10 years - and Jo wos hospitalised for 
] 1 weeks following complications in her 
second pregnancy. 

But the pregnancies themselves came as 
a huge surprise as Jo had previously been 
told she could not have children. 

was diagnosed with Polycystic Ovarian 
Syndrome and had resigned myself >» 
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to the fact that I couldn't get pregnant. I 
was delighted when t met Steve because 
he already hod children and \ didn't feel 
under any pressure. 





i'f 


<p- ■. 


L. V 






“But then an ultrasound scan discovered 
that I hod a 13.51b ovarian, cyst - AND 
that E wos also 13 weeks pregnantl I hod 
surgery to remove the cyst at 1 6 weeks 
ond thankfully Will was fine." 

Her second surprise pregnancy, four years 
loter saw the arrival of their son. Bob. born 
prematurely at 31 weeks weighing just 
31bs. 


Today, two of the lodges stand as an 
affectionate reminder of their journey 
they've been named Bob's Lodge and 
Will's Tree House. 

In their first year of the holiday lettings 
business Jo and Steve have hosted more 
than 600 groups from over 14 countries, 
with demand already outstripping supply. 
They now employ a team of eight full 

and part-time staff 
to help run the 
lodges. Including 


now helps out with the admin, our baby 
room manager helps with housekeeping 
and we kept on our maintenance man." 

She added: “We believe the secret of 
our success is offering people affordable 
luxury in totally unique properties in an 
area of outstonding natural beauty. 

“We are truly blessed to be surrounded 
by a working farm and hidden away in 
a valley, surrounded by only sheep and 


Stop. Hammock Time. 



Wir‘'Chcomhe Famn. bor e kvee be^^oko 
luxury hoLdays hornss. .■iSsUing in am idyllic area of 
DCLStfix'^ding naturai bc-nLjly ou. a private country 
estate on the norrh east tip of ihe Gotsvvolds. 



f © 


three members of 
the original nursery 
team. 

“Et eased the 
blow of having to 
make 25 people 
redundant when 
we closed the 
nursery." said Jo. 
48. ''Our former 
nursery monoger 
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cows. Lots of people come to star gaze 
due to the unpolluted night skies and 
we also have lots of guests who love the 
wildlife, including the couplers ponies. 

Q resident heron, woodpecker, badger, 
chickens and ducks/* 

It^s even rumoured that alpacas v^ill soon 
be joining the Winchcombe *famjlyl‘ 

And the couplers vision for the future is 
already taking shape with building work 
on the new lodges underway. The former 
nursery baby room is being transformed 
into o three bedroom luxury lodge that 
sleeps between 6-S people, including 
Q geodesic dome or tepee on raised 
platform, and spacious decking, plus 
private hot tub. 

Early plans for the second - and largest 
lodge - on the site of the nursery's old 
garage extension, include four bedrooms 
and three bothrooms plus private hot tub. 

Wiirs Tree House - originally converted 
from the former nursery forest school 
classroom - is oiso set for on expansion 
with the couple planning to create one 
of only a handful of treehouses in the 
country that will sleep six people. 

Steve said: 'hhis is a huge project in itself. 

Qs it involves building o 30 metre long 
bridge to a remote cobin and taking the 
roof off to replace it with a gloss ceiling". ♦ 




Visit Winchcombe Farm at: 
www.winchcombefarm.co.uk 
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IGH ENERGY 


EATING TO PREVENT A SUGAR CRASH 


When your energy h low, your Instinct Is to moke ct cup ot coffee or hove a fizzy drink, heod for the 
biscuit tin or grab o bar of chocolate. They ore quick and easy ptck-me-ups, but unfortunately deliver 
the wrong results. Caffeine, carbonoted drinks, white bread and sugary snacks offer a quick hit of 
pleasure. They will also cause your blood sugar to spike, you'll get a fast high that will be short lived 
and end In a crash. And then you'll want moreJ 

A better way to avoid the sugar crash Is to prevent It altogether. Start your day with an energy 
boosting smoothie that will keep you going for hours. Take nutritious snacks to work and you'll forget 
about the office biscuits and the all too regular birthday cakes. Plan ahead so that you know what 
you're having for supper and you won't get tempted by the Chinese takeaway on the way home 
when you're feeling hungry and can't be bothered to cook. 



HIGH enerc;y 

SMOOT! HE 

What you'll need: 

6oz oot/neaL cooked and 
chilled 

4oi low fat vanilla yoghurt 
4oz frozen strawberries 
4oz frozen blueberries, 
loz vanilla protein powder 
1 tbsp ground flax seeds 
12oz skimmed milk 
A few ice cubes 
A little sweetener it required 

What to do: 

Blend all the ingredients 
together until the mixture is 
smooth to moke two lorge 
smoothies. 

You can use any frozen berries 
you like. Yum my I 


SPRING VEGETABLE 
CARBONARA 

This IS such on easy meal to 
prepare, especially when you 
need to cook quickly in the 
evenings. You con use any 
pasta, but the tog I la telle weVe 
used here feels really soisfying 
in this delicious creamy dish. 


What you'll need for 
6 servings: 

2 cups frozen peas 
500g togliatelle 
2 tbsp olive oil 

A large bunch of 
asparagus, trimmed 
and cut into 1/2 
inch pieces 
1 tsp lemon Juice 
Solt ond pepper 
2 large eggs 

1 cup grated parmesan, plus 
extra for serving 
I tsp freshly grated lemon zest 
12 basil leaves, thinly sliced, 
plus more for serving 

What to do: 

Bring a large pot of salted 
wafer to o boil. Add the peas 
and cook until Just tender. Using 


a slotted spoon, transfer the 
peas to o small bowl. Add the 
togliatelle to the some water 
and cook according to the 
packet instructions. Reserve 
about a cup of pasta water, 
then drain the pasta. 

While pasta is cooking, heat the 
oil in a pan, add the asparagus 
and cook until just tender. Add 
the peas and cook for a couple 
more minutes. Set oside. 

In a large bowl whisk together 
the eggs ond parmesan. 

Add the pasta and half of 
the reserved posto water mix 
well. Add more water if needed. 

Add the veg, lemon zest, 
lemon juice, and basil. Season 
with pepper. Serve with extra 
Parmesan and basil if desired. 
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~OODS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR DIET TOR HIGH ENERGY 


Mmonds: Full of motivating 
nagnesium and vitamin B 

*opcorn: Packed with an all- 
ibre, no guilt crunch 

^eanut Butter: High in good fats, 
DTOtein and satisfaction 

kolmon: Rich in brain boosting 
3mego-3s 

bananas: Full of potassium to 
:>ump up your workouts 


Kale: The amino acids and 
antioxidants found in kale will 
keep you feeling alert 

Oatmeal: The fibre provides 
you with long lasting fuel 

Pistachios: Packed pith 
powerful protein and fibre 

Hummus: A protein rich 
dip that's sotisfying with a 
wonderfully nutritious kick 



VlINTY SQUASH AND QUINOA SALAD 

his is the perfect summer side dish to serve with salmon or 
Thicken. Alternatively, it works rather well on its own! 


Vhat you'll need: 

Mbsp grapeseed oil 
I cups butternut squash (or 
:ourgettes) cut into smoll cubes 
\ little salt and ground black 
jepper 
I cups quinoa 
i cups water 
tbsp lemon zest 
luice of 3 lemons 
tbsp grapeseed oil 
I tsp honey 

I cloves garlic, minced 
\ large handful of fresh mint 
eaves, chopped 

Vhat to do: 

n a large frying pan heat the 
grapeseed oil over a medium 
leat. Add the squash and 
:ook until tender, stirring 
occasionally. Add salt plenty of 


ground pepper. Remove from 
the heat and set aside to coot. 

Me on while, place the quinoo 
in a strainer and rinse with cold 
water. In a large saucepon 
bring the water to boiling 
and add a little salt. Add the 
quinoa, reduce the heat and 
simmer, covered, for about 15 
minutes and most of the liquid 
is absorbed. 

To make the dressing, whisk 
together the lemon zest, lemon 
juice, the grapeseed oil, the 
honey and garlic. Then, in 
a large bowl combine the 
undrained cooked quinoo, 
squash and mint. Pour the 
dressing over quinoo mixture, 
mix gently and season to toste 
with salt and pepper. 



BANANA PANCAKES WITH CIHOCOLATE 
AND RASPBERRIES 


What you'll need: 

1 heaped cup of whole wheat 
flour 

2 tsp baking powder 
A little salt 

1 egg, lightly beaten 
1 cup skimmed milk 

1 mashed ripe banana 
Some light maple syrup 

2 oz dark chocolate, chopped 
Cooking spray 

1 cup fresh raspberries 

What to do: 

In a medium bowl stir together 
the whole wheat flour, baking 
powder and solt. In o smalt 
bowl combine the egg, 
milk, mashed banana and o 
tablespoon of the syrup. Add 
the egg mixture to the flour 
mixture and stir just until it's 


moistened (the batter should 
be slightly lumpy). Fold in the 
chocolate. 

Coat a nonstick frying pan 
with cooking spray and heat it 
over a medium heat. For eoch 
pancake, pour a ladle of the 
batter onto the hot pen and 
spread slightly if necessary. 
Cook for about two minutes on 
each side or until the pancakes 
are golden. Turn each one over 
when the surfaces are bubbly 
and the edges are slightly 
dry. 

In a small saucepan gently 
heat some maple syrup until 
it's warm. Serve the warm 
pancakes with the syrup. Top 
with raspberries, banana slices 
and a little chocolate. 
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Words: Caroline Covey 




THE ARDEN HOTEL 

IN THE HEART OF STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 





Waterside, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BA 

W WW.TH EARDENHOTELSTRATFORO.COM 
Aheorden @orden hoteKtrcitfo rd □ (g^arden hotel 


^ HERE WE WENT 


The Arden Hotel, o 45 bedroom, 
contemporory, boutique hotel in the heart 
of historic Stratford-upon-Avon. 


STAYINTt at the ARDEN 


better place to stay overnight and No. 

44 Brasserie is o perfect place for a pre- 
theatre dinner. But donh only consider the 
restaurant for pre-theatre - os you'll read 
later it is worth much more thon that! 


The Arden Hotel is positioned a hop, skip 
and o jump from, the world renowned 

Royal Shakespeare 
Company Theatre. 
If you're going to 
the RSC there is no 


HOTEL 


Located in the heart of historic Stratford-upon-Avon, The Arden Hotel is 
an eiegant and sophisticated 45 bedroom boutique hotel in the birthplace 

ofWlliiam Siiakespeare 

No 44, offering guests a variety of‘srnaiipiatesto sfiare amongstfamily 
andfriends whiist kicking back and soaking up the relaxed atmo^ihere 
and creatinga truly unique dining experience, in Stratford upon Avon. 

Pre-theatre dinner bookings are taken between 5.00pm and5.45pm. 
Guests may return after the performancefor dessert and coffee. 

TO BOOK PLEASE CALL 0T789 298682 


Newly updoted. The Arden offers a warm 
welcome with friendly staff, modern yet 
welcoming decor and big armchairs in 
the bar. There are 45 sumptious rooms, 
oil extra spacious. We were shown two of 
the rooms, both wonderfully inviting, ond 
our allocated room wos nothing short of 
pure luxury. First of oil, we hod the biggest 
bed you can imagine, masses of spoce 
and o beautiful roomy both room with a 
huge shower and big separate bath with 
gorgeous oromo the ropy toiletries from 
ESPA^s luxury range. 

Now, there are certain things that make 
a hotel stand out in our opinion and it's a 
delight to report that The Arden excelled in 
all of these. In our room there was a hand 
written welcome card, a hotel newsletter 
with local ond hotel information, the local 
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newspaper and lots of lovely books and 
magazines to browse through. The fridge 
contained soft drinks, proper milk (none of 
those silly little capsules of UHT here), there 
was my favourite peppermint tea and 
packets of biscuits. All too often recently 
we have found that even expensive 
London hotels have withrawn the gift of 
morning biscuits, so it was o joy to find ail 
pleasures here were in abundance! 

The Arden is established as one of the 
finest luxury hotels and restaurants 
in Warwickshire and has won a host 
of awards including four AA Silver Stors tor 
comfort and hospitality, alongside two A A 
Rosettes for creative cuisine ond 'Small 
Hotel Group of the Yearh 

\X1IAT \XT DID 

After checking in we headed down to the 
champagne bar - well It would be rude 
not to. The only option for me was to start 
with the house champagne which was 
one of my favourites. Veuve Clicquot. My 
companion for the stay was my lovely 
husband, Barry, who'd had rather a 
week of it working outside in the rain and, 
being pretty exhausted, decided that an 
espresso martini was required - reported 
to be one of the best he has ever had. 
Compliments to the bor staff! 

After a couple of drinks in the bar and a 
tour of the hotel, we took a wo!k Into the 
centre of the town, which is actually just 
around the corner. There's lots to see and 
do in Stratford of course, from the theatre 


to independent shops, Shakespeare's 
birthplace and plenty of other historicol 
places to visit. The architecture is sublime 
with its rickety tudor buildings and many 
of the bars and restaurants feature in 
these beautiful old buildings. We had o 
break from our walkabout in one of them 
(Loxleys) and spent an hour or so laughing 
our heods off with a lovely couple we'd 
never met before. 

NO. 44 BRASSERIE 

It is really important that the moment one 
sits down to a meal one is offered drinks! It 
is so often forgotten, leaving diners feeling 
increasingly irritated and unloved, with 
empty glasses and no attention for a long 
time. Not so at The Arden, they get this 
exactly right - drinks were offered straight 
owoy and we were then able to mull over 
the choices on the extensive menu whilst 
enjoying our first glass. A perfect stort to 
our evening. The restaurant has a relaxed 
feel, tables are nicely positioned and the 
staff are delightful. 

\VI lAT \XT ATE 

There are two menu options. The first 
thing to do is choose whether to have 
the traditional three or four course menu 
or the sharing plates. We love to try lots 
of different flavours, so the sharing menu 
was the obvious choice and It's extensive. 
There are so many nibbles, fish, meats, 
salad, and vegetarian dishes, it's hard to 
narrow it down to the recommended six 
between two people. We had seven (yes, 

I knowl): 

♦ Seared scallops with fextues of cauliflower 

♦ Cornish crab and ovocado solod 

♦ Salt and pepper squid with chilli, ginger 
and spring onion 

♦ Braised pork with apricots and sage mash 

♦ Braised sticky lamb belly with, tamarind 
and roasted pumpkin 

♦ Beef bavette with onion marmalade 
potato wedges and red wine sauce 

♦ Wild mushroom pasto with tarragon 
cream sauce 



This is where it gets difficult, in the best 
possible way. Let's begin by saying that we 
requested the pleasure of the company 
of the head chef at the end of our meal, 
who was a delight to chat to. I felt he 
should hear how incredible the food had 
been. Every dish looked like o piece of 
art. They were light and fresh and it was 
like being on a luxury holiday. The flavours 
were sublime with every mouthful being a 
delicious treat. 

There is a very pretty terrace outside and. 
despite inclement weather, we settled 
under a huge parasol, warmed by heaters 
and blankets, and squeezed in a creme 
brulee to complete the evening. 

XXT lAT WE DRANK 

The wine list is pretty good, but there was 
no reading it after noticing the Soncerre, 
a flinty, savory Sauvignon Blanc from the 
Lore Volley of France. It's wonderful with 
goats cheese, yet complemenis most 
foods, making it a very versatile wine. 

OUR VERDICT 

The Arden is a friendly, smart, welcoming 
place to be enjoyed for the best possible 
food experience, good champagne and 
cocktails, a great wine list, or all of the 
above. If you can. It is worth staying the 
night as well to relish the comfort and 
luxury of their heavenly rooms. 

We experienced one of the best meals I've 
ever eaten * and I hove eaten a lot over 
many years! There is nolhing to fault or 
question. I cannot recommend The Arden 
highly enough and we look forward to 
going back very soon. ♦ 
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HOOK NORTON 
BREWERY 
LAUNCHES 
MEMBERSHIP 
CLUB 

Hook Norton Brewery has 
launched o Membership 
Club offering discounts 
on beer, free brewery 
tours and tickets to its 
exclusive membership 
evenings. There are 
three levels of annual 
membership available. 

These are all offered at a 
special introductory price 
for the first three months. 

Bronze - £30: 

10% off all Hooky beer in the shop and online. 2 x brewery tour 
vouchers 

Silver - £60: 

10% off all Hooky beers and associated merchandise in the shop 
ond online. Plus 2 x brewery tour vouchers, 2 x member’s evenings 
tickets 

Gold - £?□: 

10% off all Hooky beers, associated merchandise, wines and 
spirits in the shop and online. Pius 2 x brewery tour vouchers. 4 x 
member's evenings tickets 

ww w.h oo ky .co.u k/m em bersh ip 



THE OXFORD WINE FESTIVAL 2019 

6th - 7th September, Oxford Union Tutored Tastings announced! 

An Introduction to Georgian Wines (Friday, 7.30pm); All true wine 
aftcionodos need to know about the wines of Georgia, Bordered 
by the mythical Caucasus mountains, Georgia is not only the likely 
birthplace of wine making [over 7,000 years ago), it also boasts 
over 500 indigenous grape varieties. 

How fo Read a Wine Label (Saturday, 1.00pm): Even those with 
a deep knowledge of wine con f nd themselves bamboozled by 
the informotion on a wine label, so how is the beginner meant to 
get started? Motthleu Longuere, Master Sommelier at Le Cordon 
Bleu, provides some of the key information you need to help you 
decipher a wine label, and how this relates to the type of wine 
you'll find inside the bottle. 

Meet the Wlt\emaker: DP Burger, GlenWoad Vineyard (Saturday, 
2.30pm): WeVe incredibly excited by this year's "Meet the 
Winemoker” tasting. Glen Wood Vlneyord In Franschhoek Is 
regarded as one of the very best vineyards in South Africa. 

This offers a rare 
opportunity to taste 
your way through 
the vineyard’s wines, 
guided by the man 
responsible for the 
estate’s success. It will 
also be o chance to 
sample some of the 
special wines from 
their cellar thot arenh 
on general release. 






HOOK NORTON 

* BREWERY * 


THERE’ 

JUST 


MORE THAN 

HERE! 


TO BOOK A 
BREWERY TOUR 

CALL: 

01B08 73D3S4 

EMAIL 

BREWERr@H0€KY.CD.UK 

ONLINE: 

WWW.HQOKr.CO.UK/BOOK 




MONDAY - SATURDAY 

d.00am - 5.00pm 

SUNDAY 

10.00am - 4.00pm 


Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X15 5NY 
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BRACKLEY CENTRAL CAFE 


Back In September lost year Four ShfVes ran a story on whot was to become of the old 
Grand Central Railway station buildings in Brocktey. It was thought at one time that the 
buildings were going to be demolished to make way for redevelopment. The old station is 
positioned in the centre of expansive building works. 

Luckily, after the protestations of a small number of concerned locals, the buildings were 
saved ond they are now home to Brackley Central Cafe run by Martyn Edwards, 

In our pictures, the son of the last Station Master Colin Wills is photographed (below right) 
outside the old buildings. 



• Brcfcktey Cafe Station Opening, left to right: Martyn Edwards, Nell Perryman, CoHn Parry 
and Evan Afk/ns 
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PAT-A-CAKE, PAT-A-CAKE... 


07939058759 

www.cotswoldbaking.co.uk 

rNFO@WWW.COTSWOLDBAKING.CO.UK 


ARTISAN PATISSIER WOWS COTSWOLDS CAKE LOVERS 
WITII I lEAVENLY BAKES AND INDULGENT DESSERTS 




desserts as well as tarts, tray 
bakes and afternoon tea 
cakes, including gluten free 
and vegan options, along with 
Greot Taste award winners. 

Cots wold Baking's exceptional 
products are also available 
at numerous food outlets and 
cafes across the region, and 
from Paul Barlow-Hears stall at 
Ded ding ton Farmers Market 
and the Adderbury Community 
Market held monthly. 

Pou! uses his own recipes, 
including gluten free 'Great 
Taste' award winners: Tunisian 
orange and almond cake 
and carrot and cardamom 
coke. Paul's range of newly 
launched vegan cakes 
include: banana and pecan, 
mocha and walnut, vegan red 
velvet, josmine tea fruit coke 
and ginger and lemon cake. 

Particularly popular for 
children’s parties and picnics, 
Paul’s troybakes, delivered 
by post, include chocolate 
brownies made using dark 
and white Belgian chocolate, 
dote and pecan shortbread 
and chocolate and caramel 
flapjacks. Paul is also a dab 
hand at pulled sugar and 
chocolate work and his 
celebratory cakes, including 
bespoke cakes made to order, 
come with special touches 
such as gold leaf and edible 
flowers. 


Other Cotswold Baking services 
include lunch, afternoon tea or 
a three course dinner prepared 
and delivered to your front 
door or workplace, 

Paul olso offers small group 
workshops on all things baking 
from making classic desserts 
and creating the perfect 
macoroon to sharing tips 
and secrets on perfecting 
cakes, pastries and desserts. 
Workshops are held at the 
Cotswold Baking kitchens at 
Swerford between Banbury 
and Chipping Norton. 

Chompioning local artisan 
suppliers, Paul uses as much 
locally sourced produce os 
possible, including flour from 
local ml, FWP Matthews, free 
range eggs, Cotswold cream 


enowned Oxfordshire 
based pdtissier, 
Borlow-Heol, 
of Cotswold Baking, offers 
Q delicious selection of 
elaborate, celebratory 
wedding ond occasion cokes 
and impressive dinner party 


WEDDING CAKES 
CROQUEMBOUCHE 
NIACARONS 


cti- 






% 
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• Carame/ croqu«mbouc/ie^ piclurs by Zqoib Photography 
and Hanami Dream 


walnuts and hazelnuts grown 
on the farm where his kitchen 
is based. 

Paul first become interested 
ir> baking oged seven when 
he started helping his Mum in 
the kitchen, 'I began making 
easy things like flapjacks and 
fridge cake and moved on to 
birthday cakes and Sunday 
roasts and every year looked 
forward to making the family 
Christmas cake, Boking was 
always what I enjoyed most/ 
soys Paul. 'Making something 


delicious from a few simple 
ingredients does involve a 
degree of precision and 
certain scientific elements to 
create a wonderous sense of 
alchemy/ 

Baking became a real possion 
tor Paul when he storted 
working ot his local bokery in 
Wellington, Somerset, aged 
] 4. On his ] 8th birthday he 
was given 'The Roux Brothers 
on Patisserie' written by 
legendary master potissiers, 
Michel and Albert Roux, On 




leaving catering college at 
18, Paul joined the RAF as a 
chef. During his three years 
working in the kitchens of 
the officers' mess, that book 
became well used and inspired 
Poul's next move. He applied 
to the much lauded, Michelin 
starred Waterside Inn at Bray 
as an apprentice palissier for 
Michel Roux Senior. "I could no! 
have asked for a better person 
to school me in all things 
patisserie," says Paul. 

It was under the guiding hand 
of Michel Roux Senior that 
Poul learnt his craft, and three 
years later, having risen to 
head pastry chef, he left the 
Waterside Inn to travel for a 
year to gain more valuable 
experience. On returning to 
the UK, Paul took over as head 
pastry chef ot the Cliveden 
House Hotel, Berkshire, before 
taking up an eight year 
residence as head chef and 
manager of the Falklond Arms 
in Great Tew, 

tt was at Great Tew, where Paul 
was asked to cook exclusively 
for Chris Martin and Gwyneth 
Paltrow, when the superstars 
booked the Four Shires' pub for 
an exclusive lunch, 

"It was good fun," said Paul. 
"Although a day or two later it 
was odd being photographed 
in my 'Marigolds' through the 
window of the pub by the 
national press!" The story of the 
exclusive lunch hod made its 
way to the news desk of The 
Sun. 

Paul set up Cotswold Baking 
in 2011. "Running my own 
business creating delicious 
cakes, troy Pokes, desserts and 



confectionery using top quality 
ingredients is just a dream 
come true for me," says Paul. ♦ 

All bakes are available to order 
online at www.cotswoldbaking. 
co.uk 
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ARMCHAIR IRAMELLER 





>■ 



COASTAL COLOUR 

he summer season brings light hearted days at 
the coast to mind, with glorious aqua colours 
that remind you of the sun reflecting on a clear 
blue sea. You donh need to live by the beach, or in a hot 
country to add some of the coastal fun to your life. You can, of 
course, paint the walls to achieve an entire new look for your home, but 
the feeling can just as easily be creoted by using simple accessories. 

Main Jiving spaces: Simple coloured accent pieces like 
throws and cushions, or accessories such as glossy 
vases, giant seasheils and a summery new picture 
for the wall will all create an impact. You wonh need 
to spend a fortune to swap out some of these items, 
priced pieces from local shops or even 
spray point a few things youVe already got. 

Entertaining: If you're plonning to create a beoch themed 
toble for your summer entertaining, think ahead and 
plan how you wont it to look. Consider using plain white 
dishes ond napkins, then start looking around well in 
advonce for the perfect candles, glosses and other 
toble decor. Always stick to white crockery as it is very 
easy to change your colour themes without having to 
spend too much. Some tea lights in pretty jors and a 
collection of beautiful glasses will moke a huge impact. 


• J.Dok for soasheit accessories, white crockery and aqua 
coiours to groce your place settings. Look of The frugal home 
blog for ideas far the table. Buy cushions with starfish designs 
(this one is from Trendy Teeshfrtsj and choose Cabarjo sfr/ped foweis 
fn brfghf ogua (available at Amazon). The beai/tjfaJ vose h from Jazz ff Up 
and the Green Turbo Sorgbese sheJis (above) con be found at Dorset Gflfs 
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• Turquoise coloured 
glass jug from Efsy; A 
bag of IOC! small Ocean 
Beach ^eashefis w/fh 
sfarflsh cosfs £9.49 from 
Amozon 
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Bedrooms and bathrooms; It 

might be thot your bathroom, 

- Of even just the downstairs 
!oo - is the only place you 
can visualise the sea 
breeze colours and it's a 
perfect place to go to 
town. Don't be afraid 
to choose bold splashy 
turquoise paint for the 
walls, then add beach themed 
accessories, such os a goldfish bowl filled 
with sand and seashells. If you feel like extending 
the colour into your bedroom, moke the changes 
where it‘s easy, such as adding a throw onto 
white bedding or replacing winter duvet sets with 
something brighten 




L ■' h 


* I 






■ '5.tVC^7 

-ty .H b 


.f I 








-j T %: .«i i . 4 I? 










"iV 




L 




S^S. 


.a 


r 




Bring the outdoofs In: Extend your theme into the 
garden by having cosy blankets to snuggle up 
under when the sun goes down and mugs in bright 
colours for steaming cups of coffee. Remember to 
be realistic as well. We live in England and there's 
a reason why it‘s so wonderfully green! Rain will 
only be just around the corner, so be reody to grab 
everything and run at a moment's notice! ♦ 




j D 




7hese stunning peocock gfass&s 
ore from 7he DffH CoJfecfion. 
Choose from w/ne 
glosses a nd turn biers, 
chompogne, gin and 
cockiaii glasses, or splash 
out and buy some of each. 
They cost around £20-£25 for 

a pair from 
Wayfair 
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CHECK THE CHANGE AT 
FORMER YORKSIIIRE BANK 

66 High Street has recently beer sold by 
Banbury Charities to a private purchaser 
looking to retain and enhonce the ground 
floor retail accommodotian ond develop 
a number of quality residentiol units. White 
Commercial advises that in the marlcet 
town of Bonbury they have been involved 
In many conversions of tov^n centre 
buildings to residential use. 




UNIQUE OXFORDSHIRE NEW 
BUILD DEVELOPMENT 

Quintessential thatched cottages have 
decarated picture postcard villages across 
the UK countryside since the Bronze Age. 

Centuries ago master thatchers were very 
much part of the community and would 
have been found practicing their trade in 
most rural villages in the country. 

Mactaggart & MickeL a fourth generation 
family business established in 1925, have 
supported rurol trades throughout their 
long history and have recently included a 
thatched roof on their luxury development 
in Oxfordshire, St Jude^s M.eadow, their first 
venture info England. 


Situated in the heart of the idyllic rural 
village of Milton-under-Wychwood, the 
development features a mix of 31 three 
and five bedroom: homes. Two show homes 
were recently lounched including 
o stunning thatched five bedroom 
home situated at the entrance to the 
development. 



GRAVEN HILL 

Grond Designs: The Street hos just aired on 
Channel 4 and proved hugely successful, 
as featured In our May issue. White 
Commercial are currently working with 
Graven Hill Village www.gravenhill.co.uk, 
on the commercial side which will provide 
premises suitable for small businesses and 
opportunities for local entrepreneurs to be 
part of the Graven Hill community. 



% FISHER 
w GERMAN 
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Milcombe, Oxfordshire 

Cc 

Edge of village period home 
of character 

* 3 reception rooms 

* 5 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
' Mature gardens, pond, stream 

* Double garage, off-street parking 

* In all about 0.70 acre 

£ 

Guide price - £1,100,000 




Moreton Pinkney, Northamptonshire 



Impressive & bedroom period home 
with fabulous gardens 


* Hali drawing room, playroom, garden room 

* KItchen/brea kfa st room^ util ity, stu dy 

* 6 bedrooms, 3 bath/shower rooms 

* Garage, south facing garden with views 

* Approximately 0.76 acre 



Price on application 



Toby Ha rris Jackie Sweetl and 


^Banbury 01295 271555 


Matthew Allen 


Robert Rusself 


Alison Wenham 

































































fishergerman.co.uk 




^ Swalcliffe, Oxfordshire 



Appealing village home 


with character 


■’ 2 reception rooms, ground floor bedroom 

* Kitchen/breakfast room, family room 
' Master and gueaf bedrooms ensuite 

‘ Double garage, store, loft space 

* Walled garden, off street parking 


£ 


Guide price - £795,000 






Shenington, Oxfordshire 


Impressive new stone built 
family home 


- High spedfication throughout 
‘ Ed ge of vi 11 a ge open p I an I i vin g 

* Sitting room, kitchen/breakfast room 
‘ Utility, 4 double bedrooms, 1 ensuite 

* Enclosed garden, garage & parking 


£ 


Guide price - £595,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 
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^ Rore, Northamptonshire 



Impressive vicarage 
with cottage 


* Main house with 3 reception rooms 
■ 9 bedrooms, 4 bath/shower rooms 

* 5 bed cottage, 1 bed annexe 
- External stores and sheds 

* Gardens, paddock, about 1.75 acres 


£ 


Guide price - £1,250,000 




^ Bl is worth, Northamptonshire 



Stunning house within an hour of 
Euston Station 


* Drawing room, sitting room, study 

* Dining room, kitchen, breakfast room 
" 6 bedrooms (3 ensuite), bathroom 

* Garage, workshop, store, offices 


" Grounds of about 2.29 acres 



Guide price - £1,500,000 



Banbury 01295 271555 



Matthew Alien 



Tfltoy Harris Jackie Sweetland 



Robert Russell Alison Wenham 









































Your home is probably your biggest investment - and most valuable asset. 
You want to be sure that your home insurance protects what matters most. 


FOCUS is one of the largest - and most respected 
- firms of Independent Insurance Consultants in 
Oxfordshire and the surrounding region. 

Every home is different, and every person's possessions 
are unique. Many people have little understanding of 
how valuable their household contents are. Take into 
consideration both purchases and gifts of expensive 
jewellery, watches, antiques or pieces of art - and the 
changes in value over the years - and it becomes very 
easy to be under-insured. 

How we can help 

FOCUS specialise in high value home insurance and 
the additional concerns and risks that can arise. Our 
dedicated team of specialists can provide tailor-made 
home buildings and contents insurance cover to include: 


• “All Risks" Worldwide cover, including theft, 
accidental loss and damage. 

• Specified cover for individual Items, guaranteeing you 
a speedy settlement without quibble following damage 
or a loss. 

• Cash or replacement option, allowing you to replace 
an item with something similar from your own supplier 
or keep the full cash settlement. 

• Cover for second/holiday homes - both in the UK and 
abroad. 

• High single article limits. 

• Travel Insurance - designed around your specific 
needs. 

□nee we understand your requirements, we will make 
our recommendations and offer advice to ensure you 
have the cover you need and deserve. 


For more information contact: Roz Wright, Private Client Director 
T: 01865 953 122 E: roz.wright@focuBorm.co.uk www.fDcusDrm.co.uk 

We pride ourselves on service, first and foremost; understanding our clients' needs and helping our clients get the best cover to ccmplement their lifestyie. 
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TRANSFORMATIONS 


While bogging your dreoin 
home is a life long pursuit 
for most of us, there is still o 
way to bring o spot of luxury, 
personality and wonder to 
whatever home you hove - oil 
it takes is some hard graft, o 
bit of inspiration.., and a spore 
room that‘s not being used! 

Maybe youVe always wanted 
that walk“in closet idolised by 
Carrie Bradshaw in Sex And 
The Cify or perhaps you've 
always wanted a quiet oasis to 
sit and read or write. 

Perhaps it's fitness that's your 
thing ond youVe sick of over 
priced gym memberships and 
jogs in the mud and rain. 

Wha fancies a home cinema? 

If you're one of those people 
whose film, collection is bursting 
at the seams and your DVDs 
seem to be multiplying every 
month then it might be time to 
fhink about creating your own 
cinema aut of that ignored 


spare room. YouM! thank us 
lateri 

Get those creottve Juices 
flowing with your own art studio 

For your own art studio oil 
you really need is a quiet 
space, a good bit of light and 
somewhere to store oil your art 
materials. 

Get a bit more hands on 

For those of you who ore a 
bit more hands on with your 
creativity you'll need a bit 
more space, but likely won't 
regret investing in hoving your 
own home workshop to get 
creotive whenever the mood 
strikes you. 

A whole music room anyone? 

If you've got more guitars 
than you hove shirts or if being 
serenaded by a budding 
piano player in your household 
sounds like heoven, then your 
very own dedicated music 
room could prove o winner. 



For those quieter moments In 
life... 

Overflowing bookcases and 
growing piles of books dotted 
around the ploce? It's time to 
accept you're o bookworm: 
through and through and 
bagsy that spore room for your 
own reading oasis. Perfect for 
those lazy weekends! 


Give muddy carpets the boot - 
with your own boot roomf 

Another cheeky luxury here but 
if your family's full of outdoors 
lovers - or dogs rather fond of 
the mud - then this might be 
the way to go. 

So there you have it. Transform 
your spare room into the most 
populor room in the house! 



L r (j f Vn VISUAL control tsF 

HOME AUTOMATION SPEGIAUSTS 

SHOW ROOM NOW OPEN 

(BY APPOINTMENT ON'L\T 

C.\LL 01295 278356 


Unit 3 ^ Thorpe ClosEj 

0\T.ltTHDR.RE fNtJUS TRLVl. EsT.VTE B AN BURY, OXON 0X16 4SW 
\\ . VISUA LC O NTROLS YSTEM S. C O. L' R 


FOUR SHIRES ♦ 79 
























































BA^alRf VVICO^ a CONSBNIC^^ 

DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, 
WE CAN NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, 
AS SHOWN ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


HomePro; 

IntaMTiirwtf 



FENSAl 


1 Registered Company j 




17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury. Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 

Email: info@banwin.co.uk Web: www.banwin.co.uk 
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GARDENING BLUES 



THINNING GRAPES... 

If you ore fortunofe enough 
to hove Q grapevine in your 
greenhouse or conservatory, 
then it's time to start thinning! 

Greenhouse grapes con be 
thinned when the fruits ore 
oround the size of o small pea. 
You will need o slim poir of 
scissors, o small forked stick to 
hold the grapes and o great 
deal of patience. Ideally, you 
should remove every other 
grope to allow room for the 
remainder to develop. 

Another way to help the grapes 
develop is to thin the bunches. 

If the vine is carrying a lot of 
grapes, remove some of them 
to allow the remaining ones to 
grow much better. 

IT IE OLD ENEMY 
HAS BEEN STRIPPING 
OAKS! 

There hove been warnings 
about Q deadly pest that hails 
from Mediterranean countries 
and that can pose a threat to 
human heolth. 

Caterpillors of the oak 
processionary moth have been 
discovered In around 30 trees 
locally, but experts say there Is 
no significant risk. 



Short hairs on the caterpillor 
con cause severe allergic 
reactions as well as Irritating 
lungs, eyes and skin. The pest 
con strip oak trees of their 
leoves. 

The moth is normally found in 
the Mediterranean regions of 
Europe but experts think that 
because of climate change, 
its range has extended 
north words. 

It is thought that the eggs of 
the caterpillar arrived in Brito in 
on imported trees, but so far 
outbreaks have been only in 
southern counties. Gardeners 
should not attempt to touch or 
handle these caterpillars that 
vary in size from 2-4cm and are 
slate grey in colour and have 
a black bond right down the 
heod and are covered with 
long white hairs. They also hove 
thousands of fine, short hairs 
which can't be seen and these 
are the toxic ones. 



If you find an oak processionary 
moth caterpillar in your garden 
of even your local park, 
you should report it to your 
local environmental health 
department, who will advise on 
the safe removo! of the nests. 

BRING BACK T1 IE 
BEES 

Ef you want to put the buzz 
back into your garden, plant 
more purple flowering plants. 
Researchers have discovered 
that bumble bees show a 
marked preference for violet 
colours. They point out that the 
discovery could help restore 
the declining bumble bee bock 
to its rightful ploce at the heort 
of British gardens and parks. 
Recent studies show that their 


numbers have fallen by around 
70^. The reseorch was carried 
out by studying the behaviour 
of bees when shown blue and 
purple artificial flowers. The 
bees had been raised in a dark 
box and so had never seen 
flowers or colours before. The 
bee colonies which showed 
the strongest love of purple 
collected 41% more nectar 
than others. 

Flowers thot would be 
particulorly bee friendly 
Include meadow clary, wood 
cranesbill, purple vorieties 
of penstemon, alongside 
lavender, buddlela, thistles and 
heathers. 

In foct. why not plant a whole 
'blue' border! ♦ 
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WHAT’S ON 

Kl BATSFORD ARBORETUM 

Botsford Arboretum, Nr. Moreton-tn-Marsh 
GL56 ?AD 

EVENTS TO ENJOY 

OUTDOOR WATERCOLOUR WORKSHOPS 

Every Wednesday, lO.OOam-l pm and 
2pm-5pm 

Have fun and learn a new skill with 
the help of local artist Car! March in 
the beautify! surroundings of Batsford 
Arboretum. Complete beginners and 
experienced painters are all welcome. 
Weather permitting, sessions wil! take 
place every Wednesday until 30th 
October. £31.00 per person {includes 
al! materials and entrance fee to the 
Arboretum). Call Carl on 07316 437283 or 
email cafl.march@!ive.com to book. 



THE BIG BATSFORD BUG HUNT! 

20th July ‘ 1 st September 

Make the most of the summer weather 
by getting active with the kids at Batsford 
Arboretum! Find the creepy era wiles 
hidden around the Arboretum and mark 
their locations on the map provided to win 
a prize! The bug hunt costs £2.50 per child, 
plus Arboretum admission fee {children 
must be accompanied by an adult). No 
need to book, just turn up ond enjoy! For 
more details, visit www, bat sorb .co.ufc 

OLD HERBACEOUS 

21 St July, 6.30pm 

Described as Downton Abbey with 
gardening tips. Old Herbaceous is the 


humorous love story of a single 
minded yet gentle mon with a 
passion for plants and is o charming 
one man ploy which has entranced 
sell out audiences all around 
the country. As Old Herbaceous, 
renowned actor Giles Shenton truly 
lives the part of the legendary Head 
Gardener, Herbert Pinnegor, inviting 
you to feel included in a private 
chat from: a bygone, comforting 
age, keeping you engrossed, 
amused ond emotionally engaged 
from start to finish! Performed in the 
open-air, doors open at 5.30pm for 
picnics. Tickets cost £15 (£13 for Batsford 
members). To book call, 01386 701441. 

LEARN TAI CHI IN A MORNING 

26th July, lOam-lpm. 

Join tutor and author Neil Hall in the 
beautiful setting of Batsford Arboretum to 
learn some Tai Chi you can do at home. 
This short introductory course is aimed at 
beginners, and designed to be suitable for 
over 60"s {though all adults are welcome). 
The course costs £28.95. 

Places are limited so early booking is 
advisable. For more details and to book, 
visit www.lctkd.com/botsford 
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Inspired Living 

with the Garden Lovers’ Garden Centre 

A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing 
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gitts 


HERBACEOUS 

PLANTS 


AQUATIC 

PLANTS 


Dll A 423 SouthsHi HDad Open six daya a meh 
DP Tues-Sat: 9 aiH&. 3 l!^Ri 

Banbury 9 X 171 E Sunil 0 . 30 am- 4 . 30 i]n 
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BASKETS 
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PLANTS 
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01295 690479 


Teddy Bear Loverst 
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Gome and see the eixtensive range on display. Stocks indude limited edfion ooRectable 
Bears as wsl as lots of bvatile, soft, cuddly oompanions tor Bear lovers of all ages 


A world of 
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OPBI BANK HOUDAY MDIWMrS 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WONT COST THE EARTH 
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with DAVID WILLEAMS: www Jhepottingshed.co.uk 
twitter@pottingshed1 ♦ Instagram: the_potting_shed_uk 




F ingers crossed the surn should be 

shining and you are enjoying oil those 
long. worm. July nights. 

These evenings donh just offer you the 
chance to get more work done in the 
garden, but also a chance to sit back and 
enjoy the fruits of your labours... 

One job that will become a daily task at 
the moment is watering all your pots and 
hanging boskets. Even if it hos rained there 
will not be enough water to sustain them so 
make sure to keep them well watered. 

It is important to remember however, that 
as you water your pots you will also wash 
out all the nutrients In the compost With 
this in mind, it is a good idea to give your 
pots and baskets a weekly feed. It is best 
to use a liquid feed suitable for summer 
flowering plants, mix up In your watering 
can ot the manufacturer's rote and woter 
the containers well. 


IN JULY 


sun rays off your plants. To do this you con 
either whitewash or cover your greenhouse 
with shading. 

Your vegetable garden should be bulging 
with produce at the moment so it is 
important to keep on picking everything os 
it ripens, especially your beans. The more 
you pick them, the more beans you will get. 
If you let them go to seed they will stop 
producing beans. 


to do so. Just scrape o drill about 
3cm (1") deep and sow thinly, cover 
and firm slightly, woter well and keep 
them moist. When large enough thin 
to 16-1-90m [5-6'') opart and grow on 
until large enough to transfer to- their final 
growing position. 


If you have a greenhouse you will be 
needing to water at least once a doy if 
not twice depending on the temperature 
ond what you have growing. It Is always 
best to water ot the end of the day 
Of early In the morning this prevents 
scorching to the leaves and the plants 
can take up the most water before it 
evaporates in the heat. 


You could shade your greenhouse to keep 
the temperature down and the strong 


We need to start thinking about winter and 
spring colour os now is the ideol time to 
sow your winter flowering pansies, violas, 
bellis, forget me knots and wall flowers. 

To do this, simply fill a seed troy with good 
quality seed compost, lightly firm and thinly 
sow the seeds and cover with o thin loyer 
of compost. Water well and keep them 
moist until they hove germinated. Once 
large enough prick out into small pots or a 
cell tray. Grow on until large enough and 
the pots ore filled with roots. This is good for 
most seeds opart from wallflowers. 

Wallflowers prefer to be sown direct into 
the soil and then moved to their final 
growing site when they are lorge enough 


Courgettes are another crop that keeps 
on cropping the more you harvest. They 
will also- soon turn into marrows if you don't 
harvest them regularly. ICeep on sowing 
your salad crops so you get a constant 
supply, sow in small batches fortnightly. 

You can sow them directly into the ground, 
but I like to sow them in o few pots as well, 
which I leave on the windowsill. This woy 
you will never hove to go too for to get 
fresh salad. It is good idea to do the some 
with your favourite herbs, I have several 
pots at different stages of growth so as 
one pot has gone over there is another to 
replace it. ♦ 
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Broughton Grange Gardens 


Gardens & Arboretum now open 
every Tuesday and Wednesday 10am to 4pm 

PLANT NURSERY OPEN 
10am-4pm, Monday-Friday 

May to September^ 
excluding Bank Holidays 


Ample parking ^ Light refreshments 
Herbaceous plant nursery’' 

For further details of booking private group tour^ and open days 
visit www.broughtongrange.com 

LANE, BROUGHTON, BANBURY, 0X15 5DS 



FARDL I oj"""”” 

X350R 


Rycote Lane Farm, 
Milton Common, Oxon, 
0X9 2NZ 

01844 278843 


Boddington Road, 
Bytie Id. Ntiamptonshire, 
NN11 6FL 

01327 2G4844 


www.farolmowers.co.uk 


* 427107cm rear discharge deck 

* Electric deck engagement 

* 300 litre rear collector 


WELL. 



COUNTRYMAN 

George Feneniore s girls are all running round 
naked but he s not concerned as it means 
another job has been completed! 


D on't get too excited, 

but oil the girls at Home 
Form ore in the buffJ 

The boys completed the 
shearing at Clifton by the end 
of May and by the tinre this 
hits the doormat the North 
Aston flock will be in the some 
condition. For the first time in 
many years I did not take my 
place on the shearing stand 
but was an interested onlooker 
offering advice to the form 
student vv'ho was achieving a 
rate of 93 seconds per sheep. 

I am not too sure just how my 
advice was received. 

I clipped sheep for many years. 
During my time os a student 
at the Banbury Tech, I went on 
Q shearing course organised 
by the British wool marketing 
board. The course instructor 
was the then world 'Golden 
Shears' champion. I had learnt 
the old English round body 
shearing method but the new 
'Bowing' method was much 
better and once your back was 
in you could shear 150 sheep o 
day... 


I did contract shearing around 
the areo with her Indoors 
doing the winding, packing 
the fleeces and keeping the 
billy boiling, as a mug ot tea 
was far more refreshing thon 
anything else. The shearing 
equipment was powered by a 
Lister engine with a belt around 
the fly wheel and no belt 
guards! I still hove the old kit 
but I don't think H&S would be 
too happy if I used it. Today it's 
all electric, run off a generator. 
We would shear all week ond 
then for o bit of fun enter o 
local village fete sheorlng 
event ot the weekend. I 
won the Northamptonshire 
young formers shearing rose 
bowl three years running ond 
represented the county ot 
the Royal Show. This was all 
good fun, especially as all the 
sheep supplied for the various 
shearing competitions for the 
show, had come from the farm. 
Therefore I was shearing my 
own sheep. The fourth year, \ 
did not enter - which was just as 
well os it wos won by o girl and 
she was tar better than meJ 
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WE WOULD 
SHEAR ALL 
W^EEK AND 
THEN. FOR A BIT 
OF FUN. ENTER 
THE LOCAL 
VILLAGE FETE 
SHEEP SHEARING 
EVENT AT THE 
WEEKEND! 


the time harvest comes. It will 
need to go through the seed 
cleaner and the green goddess 
will need a plain knife to cut 
the crop. So it's bock to Mr 
Bonk Manager to buy a wider 
spaced drill and following 
weed hoe: but at least with o 
GPS guided tractor things wiil 
be easier. 

Here we go again! 

In a recent left of centre doily 
publication, the environmental 
editor is claiming that the 
curlew and other ground 
nesting wader birds wiil be 
extinct within 30 years. Yes, 
you've guessed it, it's oil down 
to modern doy intensive 
agriculture! 

What this somewhat deluded 
environmental editor seems 
to hove overlooked is that 
the use our wetlands and the 


management of such has not 
changed tn many hundreds of 
years and the problem facing 
our wetland waders is not 
intensive forming, but intensive 
wildlife conservation. At Home 
Farm we have about a fifth of 
the farm area as river valley 
wetland and the curlew is one 
of our iconic species. Last year 
the nests, with the exception 
of one, were predated by 
badgers. The last nest was 
found and fenced off with 
electric fencing. The eggs 
hatched but as soon as the 
chicks went outside the fence 
they were snaffled up! This year 
we hove one nest. 

In a few weeks^ time we 
will undertake the age old 
tradition of cutting the hoy 
on our wild flower meadows. 
These meodows ore home 
to many skylarks. The young 


The next question is when will 
it rain? 

The answer is, probably just os 
we start haymaking t 

The hay meadows were shut up 
on the traditional dote - May 
1 st - and have held their own. 
We should get a good cut. The 
crops ore looking good but 
ore in need of a good drink 
to ril out the ears. The spring 
sown boiiey is now out in 'own' 
but the crops seem o little too 
'thick' after two passes with 
the weed comb instead of the 
sprayer. We will see just what 
comes into the grain store. 

A new enterprise is growing 
organic cereol crops. On the 
next door farm, the 'pioneer 
crop' after 30 years of grass 
is winter oats. Planted with 
our conventional drill, the 
crops were weed harrowed 
but still have the potential to 
be somewhat 'colourful' by 


birds will hove fledged by the 
time the mower goes in but 
I con guarantee that by the 
time I have cut the first swath 
I will have any number of kites 
following the mower mopping 
Up anything that moves. But, 
as with the badger they come 
under the intensive wildlife 
conservationists' wing, so if 
really is a cose of the protected 
being destroyed by the 
protected. 



Time moves on, the farm 
student has been awarded his 
wheels and is now the proud 
owner of a small 'Noddy' car. 
It's a 4x4 and the difficulty 
was getting him insured to 
drive it. We hove done oil the 
form insurance with the NFU 
for many years but the cost of 
putting him on the form policy 
was prohibitive,,. So we went 
elsewhere otter somewhat 
negotive help from the NFU. 

As these young farmers will 
one day be the principals of 
their own farming companies, 
why should they insure with the 
NFU after the NFU has let them 
down when they most need it? 

We all remember the 
excitement of our first set of 
wheels, mine was an Austin A30 
countryman and you could get 
a lot of og students in the bock 
of that,..! 

HO HUM, ♦ 


FOUR SHIRES ♦ 85 





























GARDENS AND COUNTRY 


NGS GARDENS 

THE NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME... 

PRIVATE C;ARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY 

WARWICKSHIRE 

DUNCMURCH PARK HOTEL 

Rugby Rood, Dunchurchp Rugby, Wctrwkksh1re,CV22 6QW, 

2nd and 28fh July, 10am-5pm (right) 

Dunchurcih Park Hole! is set in beautiful Grade II listed grounds 
ond gardens, o perfect setting in which to relax ond unwind. 

The gardens were designed by the famous Victorian landscape 
orchitect, Thomas Mawson and remain one of the best examples 
of his work today. 




BRIDGE NURSERY 

Tomlow Road, Napton, 
Southam CV47 SHX, weekends 
throughout July, iaam-4pm 
(obove) 

Clay soil? Don't despair. Here 
is a garden full of on exciting 
ronge of piants which thrive in 
hostile condifions. Grass paths 
lead you round borders filled 
with many unusual plants. 
Features include a pond and 
Q bamboo grove complete 
with pandaJ It is a peaceful 
haven for wildlife and visitors. 
The owners will gladly provide 
tea Of coffee and biscuits on 
request. 


AVON 
DASSETT 
GARDENS 

Southam, CV47 
2AE. 7th July, 2pm- 
ipm (below) 

This garden is in a 
pretty Hornton stone 
village sheltering in 
the lee of fhe Burton Dassett 
hills. It is well wooded in a 
parkland setting and The 
Old Rectory is mentioned in 
the Domesday Book. There 
is a wide variety of gordens 
including kitchen gardens, 
a cottage gorden, gravel 



BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


and tropical gardens. There 
is also a ronge of plants 
including alpines. herbaceous, 
perennials, roses, climbers and 
shrubs. The gardens are along 
the main road through the 
village which is up a relatively 
steep hill. A shuttle may be 
available. 

xVDMINCHON I lALL 

5hlpston-on-Stour CV36 4Jfl, 
20th July, 1lQm-5pm (below) 

This is a continually evolving 
10 acre garden with an 
established structure of 
innovotive planning and 
planting and an extensive 
collection of 
fine and mature 
specimen frees 
which provide 
the essential 
core structure to 
this traditional 
country gorden. 
Features 
include a lush 
broad lawn, an 
orchard, a water 
garden, large walled garden, 
wild flower meadows ond 
extensive modern topiary. This 
is Q garden in transition. 


GUY’S CLIFFE 
WALLED CLARDEN 

Coventry Road, Guy's Cllffe, 
Warwick CV34 SFJ, 20th July, 
10am-3.3Qpm (above) 

This Grade II listed garden of 
special historic interest is the 
kitchen garden for Guy's Cliffe 
House. The garden dotes back 
to the mid 1700s. Restoration 
worlc started five years ago; 
using plans from the early 19th 
century, the garden layout 
has been reinstated and the 
beds, once more, have been 
plonled with fruit, flowers ond 
vegetables, including many 
heritage varieties. 


ii 







Sheninglon Airfield Tel:0t295-680711 

bruce@brucehopkins.co.uk h A/TFR I 
WWW. brucehopki ns,co.uk 


Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 

gsgg A 


Sales, Service, Spare Parts 

HONOA. 
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AVONDALE NURSERY 

At Russell*^ Kursery, Mill HIM, 
Bagrnton CV8 3AG, 21 sf July, 
11am- 4pm (above) 

Here you will find a vast array of 
flowers and ornamental grasses, 
including national collections 
of Anemone nemorosa, 
Sanguisorbo and Asfer Novoe- 
Anglioe. The garden is choc- 
a-bloc with plants and the 
library garden is a well labelled 
reference book illustrating 
the unusual, exciting ond 
even some long lost treasures. 
The adjacent nursery is a 
plantaholic's delight! 


OXFORDSHIRE 

113 BRIZE NORTON 
ROAD 

Minster Lovell, Witney 0X29 
OSQ, 7th July, 2pm-5pm 
(below left) 

Dunchurch Pork Hotel is set 
in beautiful Grade II listed 
grounds and gardens, o 
perfect setting in which to 
relax and unwind. The gardens 
were designed by the famous 
Victorian landscape architect, 
Thomas Maw'son and remain 
one of the best examples of his 
work today. 


I lAM C:OURT 

Kam Court Form, Weald, 
Bampton 0X1S 2KG, 7th July, 
2pm-5pm (below left) 

Ham Court was once the 
gate house of a major Cl 4 
castle. Emma Bridgewater and 
Matthew Rice found it with no 
garden at all and have been 
making progress in putting this 
to rights. Beginning by digging 
a moat, plonting thousonds 
of frees, hiding thousands of 
tonnes of rubble and laying 

down the 
plans for their 
future garden , 
It is now o 
productive 
kitchen 
garden with 
a lot of bright 
flowers. This is 
a gorden in 
development, 
no two years 
are the some. 


Come eaiiy as delicious teas 
run out quickly] 

\XADI lAM COLLEGE 

Parlu Road, Oxford 0X1 IPN, 
14th July, 2pm-5pm (above) 

Wadham College has five 
acres or gardens, best known 
for its frees, spring bulbs ond 
mixed borders. In Fellows' main 
garden there is fine ginkgo and 
Magnolia Acuminato. There 
is also o bamboo plantation. 

In the Bock Quadrangle 
garden there ore very lorge 
Tilia fomentosQ Tetiolaris'. In 
Mallam Court you will find a 
white scented garden from 
1994. In the Warden's garden 
there is an ancient tulip tree. 

In Fellows' phvofe garden 
youl! see the 17th Century 
embankment with period 
fruit tree cultivars, o recently 
established shrubbery with 
unusual trees and ground 
cover amongst older plantings. 





Rp 

tree 

care 

Cheiskatrade.com « 


All types of tree work 
carried out including 
stump removal 
hedge cutting. 

Contact US today 
for a free quote 
NPTC Qualified & fully insured. 

H kptreecare.co.uk 
s kptreecare@outlook.com 
□ 07788 289344 
J 01993 891526 



Do you want a beautiful garden 
withoLft all the hard work? 



Then talk 
to the experts. 

Pro 





Garden Maintenance 
Lawn Cane 
Garden Renovation 


Design and Planting 


Call to arrange free consultation and quote. 

0I29S 678877 

WWW. progardensltd.co.u k 
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MERTON COLLECTE 
OXFORD EELLOXX^S’ 


Wykham Lane, 
Broughton, Banbury 0X15 5DS, 
28th July, 10am-5pm (above) 



BROUCTIITON 
GRANGE 


GARDEN 

Merton Street, Oxford 0X1 4JD, 
21st July, 10am-4prr) (above) 

The ancient mulberry in 
this garden Is said to have 
associations with James I. 
Specimen trees. There Is o long 
mixed border and a recently 
established herbaceous bed. 
From the garden there Is a view 
of Christ Church meadow. 


The centrepiece for this 
impressive 25 ocres of gardens 
ond light woodlond is a large 
terraced walled gorden 
created by Tom Stuart-Smlth 
in 2001. His vision has been 
used to blend the gardens 
into the countryside. There ore 
formal and informal areas that 
combine to make this a special 
site including a newly laid 
orboretum with many ongoing 
projects. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

CASTLE ASHBY (GARDENS 

Northampton HN7 1LQ, 7th July, 10am-5.30pm (below right) 

Castle Ashby has 35 acres within a 10,000 acre estate of both 
formal and informal gardens, including Italian gardens with an 
orongery and an arboretum with lakes, all doting back to the 
lS60s. There are also menageries with meerkots and marmosets. 

RAVENSTI lORPE 
GARDENS 

Ravensthorpe NNA 
8ES, 14th July, 1.30pm- 
S.30ptn (below left) 

This attractive village in 
the Northamptonshire 
uplands is neor to 
Ravensthorpe Reservoir 
and Top Ardles Wood 
Woodland Trust. They 
both hove bird watching and picnic opportunities. These are 
established and developing gardens set in beautiful countryside 

displaying a wide range 
of plants, many of which 
ore available from the 
nursery. The gardens offer 
inspirational planting, 

Q chance for a quiet 
contempiation, beautiful 
views ond water features. 
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E & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 



Honda Lawnmower Range 

ASPEN 
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AS PEN 



Aspen Alkylate Petrol 
Follow us on 


gHusqvarna 




* * 



Husqvarna Automower Range 

STOVAX C/J 




Fire Your Imaginatior^ 




Stihl Cordless Range 


CALOR 

Q 


CALOR 


MORRIS 

L l>»nic A AfT I 



Calor Gas Morris Oils 
Stovax/Gazco Traditional & Contemporary Stoves [Coiiectiori only) & Lubricants 


RR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON, BANBURY 0X171JL . TEL 01295 211790 . MON-FRI8AM-5PM . SAT 8.30AM‘2PM . WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 
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LOOKING BACK 




PICTURES FROM THE PAST 


These pictures from the old Boebury Rugby Club show sportsinen in the heot of 
battle... the old rugby club now houses Sainsbury's supermarket. We think these 
players look quite young - could they have been colts? 



Photographed outside the old rugby clubhouse in the early 60s. we think the dapper gent 
in the blazer covered kit (pictured right) could be one of the Briggs family? We stand to 
be corrected... We can however, identify the lady and gentleman in the picture below. It 
is Valerie Hobson, pictured with John Profumo. her husband sitting on her left. We think this 
may have been token at one of the bonk holiday shows held at the rugby club. 
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LOOKING BACK 



Bull In drain: This picture, from the 1960s 
shows the efforts of the iocol emergency 
services. They successfully extricated this 
bull from a drain In the fields 


Cots: In the background of this picture we 
can see on Austin Atlantic... 



These pictures show o ronge of vehicles from, the early 1960s. We think that car 1 is an Austin Seven and that cor number 2 is o Bristol of 
some sort or another. Cars 3-6 have all been involved in accidents. The first set of pictures show a truck that has collided with a cor of 
the Bloxham Road Oxford Road junction in Banbun/. Could car 6 be a Ford Zephyr? 
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LOOKING BACK 




Reporter and 
Romony Gypsies: These 
pictures were taken in 1964 and show a 
reporter who used to work for the Banbury 
Advertiser - and some Romany Gypsies 
who were camping in o field not for from 
Banbury. 


Penny Farthing: We first feotured one of this 
pictures bock in 1999, but thought all of the 
set deserved a showing here. We think the 
people in the picture were from Tiinders, a 
shop in Brood Street in Banbury. The shop 
used to sell bicycles and this looks very 
much like a promotional picture for o new 
line of bikes... obviously the penny farthing 
was old stock! 


Fuel tanks: From a series of pictures token 
in the 60s (we may have used o similar 
picture In previous issues) This picture 
shows o truck transporting old fuel tanks - 
presumably to a scrapyard. 

March by The Esseldo: This intriguing picture 
(below) shows o march proceeding past 
the old cinema In Banbury, then known os 
The Essoldo. If s a strange picture as there 
is Q member of either the French Foreign 
Legion or the French armed forces In the 
march. The clue to his presence is in the 
film title... OSS 117 - o film about the French 
secret service. He was possibly there to 
feature in its premiere? 
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THEATRE 


Words: Bmce Cox 



O xford Playhouse and the 

Bodleian Librahes welcome bade 
'Shakespeare'S Globe on Tour- 
this July with o trio of plays exploring the 
themes of refuge and displacement but 
doing so in a distinctly comedic manner. 

This unique theatrical event, set in the 
historic and evocative surroundings of 
the Bodleian's Old Schools Quadrangle 
off Cotte Street, will host performances of 
The Comedy o/ Errors, Twetffh Nighf ond 
Per/efes. Taking on multiple roles across all 
three plays, the folented cast will unravel 
these timeless tales of those who have 
crossed seas and lost contact with their 
families, are seeking new homes, and 
finding out whot belonging truly means to 
them. 

Take one pair of estranged twin brothers 
ond one pair of estranged twin servants - 
both poirs separated at sea. Add a dash 
of mistaken identity and throw them into 
o city with a reputation for sorcery, and 
you have all the ingredients for theatrical 
chaos in The Comedy of Errors. 

Twetffh Nighf combines cruelty with high 
comedy and the pangs of unrequited 
love with subtle poetry, expressed through 
some of Shakespeare's most exquisite 
songs. When a shipwreck tears a family 
apart, twins Sebastian and Violo seek 
refuge in a new land. 

The spirit of fairy tale is never far from the 
surface of Pericles. Imbued with music, 
miracles, and the constant presence of 
the seo, this little-seen work sees Pericles, 
Prince of Tyre, forced to flee his own 
kingdom and wander the world. 

Shakespeare's Globe on Tour is part of the 
Playhouse Plays Out programme, which 
brings theatre to unusual locations across 
the county. Firmly established as one of 


Oxford's annuo! cultural highlights, this 
is always a truly special experience for 
theatregoers. 

Performance dates are from Tuesday, 

July 23rd to Sundoy 2Sth and Tuesday, 

July 30th. Evening performances start 
at 7.45pm with The Comedy of Errors, on 
Tuesday 23rd, Wednesday 24th, Friday 
26th, Sunday 28th ond Tuesday 30th. 
Periefes piays on Thursday 25th and 
Iwei/fh Night on Saturday 27th. There will 
also be a matinee performance of Twe/ffh 
Night at 2.30pm on Sunday 2Sth. 


Eariier in the month, if you are quick 
off the mark, there is another of 
Shakespeare's favourites at Oxford. 
Following acclaimed productions of Peter 
Pan, The Wind in the Widows and Aiice 
in Wondertond, MCS Dramo returns to 
the Playhouse from Thursday, July 4th 
to Saturday, July 6th with A Midsummer 
Night's Dream. 

The fairy King and Queen have fallen 
out, and that means the whole world hos 
gone wrong. There is snow in summer, 
heotwaves in winter and everyone is in 
love with the wrong person. But was it all 
really just a dream? 

Lovers ore lost and fairies are frolicking 
in this light hearted show, which explores 
love, magic and how much control we 
really have over nature. 

Shakespeare's foie of magic and mischief 
is directed by Joanne Pearce (associate 
artist of the RSC) and ossociate directed 
by Adrian Noble (Director of the RSC), and 
puts Mogdolen College School's talented 
drama students at the heart of the show. 

Combined with original music ond 
choreography, this clossic summer show 
is perfect for Shakespeare novices and 
long-time fans alike. ♦ 

For further information on all of these 
productions and the rest of the summer 
season, contact the Oxford Playhouse on 
01865 305305 or online at: 

WWW .oxford plQyhouse.com. 
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BUSINESS AND EDUCATION 


TURN OFF YOUR 
MOTOR WHILST 
miTING IN 
BICESTER 

Motorists using the London 
Rood in Bicester will soon- see 
new signs reminding them, to 
cut their engines while waiting 
for the train barriers to lift. 

Cherwell District Council is 
installing six new reflective 
signs at strategic points to the 
north and south of the London 
Rood crossing instructing 
people to “please turn engine 
off whilst sfotionary". 

Cllr Andrew McHugh, 
Cherwell's lead member 
for health and wellbeing. 


said: "The London Road is 
a key access route for cars, 
cyclists and pedestrions into 
Bicester, but pollution levels 
can increase when the level 
crossing is down, due to drivers 
leaving their vehicles running. 

■'As part of our Healthy 
Bicester programme we are 
supporting efforts to improve 
air quality in the town. 

"Pollution levels con be four 
times worse for motorists, even 
if they have the windows 
wound up, compared to 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

"The new bright yellow signs 
give several clear reminders to 
turn off engines whilst idling, 
for the benefit of everyone 
using the road and will 
help improve the air 
quality in the areo as o 
whole." 

Daily patrols by 
Cherwell's community 
safety team will take 
place at peak times to 
make sure motorists are 
following the instructions. 




A modern first class reliable service for 



UC^IITUUi tmM 


all your coaching needs 

14 - 70 seat coaches avaiSable 



Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
www.cheneycoaches.co.uk travel@cheneycoaches.ca.uk J 



NEW STREET BOTTLES 

Passengers travelling through 
Birmingham New Street hove 
helped save more than 
139,000 plastic water bottles 
over the lost year by using free 
station water fountoins. 


If laid end to end, 
the bottles would 
stretch for 20 miles 
along the railway 
from. Birminghom New 
Street - all fhe woy to 
Coventry, 

Marking the milestone on 
National Refill Day, Network 
Rail hos set a new forget 
of saving two million water 
bottles across all of its stations 
by the end of 2019, 


Since the three refill 
points were installed 
in May last year, 
139,972 plastic bottles 
have been saved 
from potentially going 
to landfill. 



OXFORD UNIVERSITY PLACES 

One in four Oxford undergraduates will come from o 
disadvantaged background by 2023, the university has 
pledged. 

Announcing a 'sea chonge' in its admissbns policies, Oxford 
University recently launched two schemes aimed at helping 
bright but poorer applicants. 

It includes offering places with lower grades to students 
with potential who conh currently achieve the academic 
standards necessory due to their present circumstances. 

This could include refugees and children in care or those with 
caring responsibilities. 

The announcement comes os elite universities are under 
increased pressure to widen access and make sure students 
from poorer backgrounds are not put off from applying, 

'Opportunity Oxford' will be introduced during the next round 
of admissions. It will see the introduction of a study programme 
for up to 200 students who have applied in the normal woy 
and ore on course to goin the required grades, but need 
additional support to transition successfully from school. 
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BUSINESS AND EDUCATION 


BANBURY CiATEWAY 

Hundreds of jobs could be 
created in Banbury after 
the decision was made last 
month to grant permission for 
two commercial buildings on 
a site adjoining the M40 at 
junction 11. east of the Banbury 
Gateway shopping centre* 

The proposal is expected to 
deliver around 725 to 900 jobs. 




Conditions include the 
applicant providing 
£750/081 towards a highway 
improvement scheme to relieve 
congestion on Hennef Way and 
£100/000 to help improve bus 
services on the Daventry Rood. 

Cl If Colin Clarice, Cherwell's 
lead member for planning, 
said: "This Is good news for the 
Bonbury economy, with the 
foundations laid for creating 
hundreds of jobs.” 

Outline permission was 
granted for a further one or 
two buildings of up to 16,890 
square metres: the applicant 
would need to return o further 
planning application to finalise 
the details* 



BANBURY BASED FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
EXMNDS TO NEW PREMISES 

Edd Frost & Daughters has expanded their business in Banbury 
by taking premises at Canada Close on the Marley Woy Estote, 
located just off the Southam Rood In Banbury. Edd Frost, o 
qualified Funeral Director ond brought up locally in Banbury, has 
quickly built up his own reputation based upon the company's 
respect core, dignity and trust and in 2017, this family owned and 
run business was awarded Cherwell Business Of The Year and 
Funeral Director Of The Year os a result of the exceptional care 
and support of families following the loss of their children* 

The new premises have been carefully developed to provide 
modern, comfortable surroundings reflecting the warm and 
homely environment accommodating both individual and family 
arranging requirements. 


WHAT I SHOULD LOOK 
FOR IN A CONVEYANCER? 



Buying or selling a property can be a stressful process, but there are / 
some easy steps you can take to help to make the conveyancing processyy 
as smooth and as calm as possible. 



Reputation and client satisfaction 

Take time to research your solicitor or conveyancer. Recommendations 
by professionals, friends or family are a good starting point Visit the 
solicitor's website and if they have client testimonials, have a read 
through, Some firms have profiles, photos and contact details of their 
conveyancers, so you will know who you will be dealing with. Law 
firms may also be accredited with The Law Society's Conveyancing 
Quality Scheme (CQS), providing evidence of a recognised quality 
standard. It Is worth checkmg whether your preferred firm is so 
accreditated. 

Transparent costs 

Like with most services, you will probably want to get 2 or 3 quotes for 
your conveyandng work. Make sure you are comparing like-for-like 
quotes, that you see a breakdown of the fees and that these are 
transparent and fijced from the outset* 


spratt endicott 




.SOLICITOR'S 



Conveyancing 

Quality 


Regular communication 

Property conveyancing is often dependent on a 'chain' and 
complications can arise that may hold the process up, so It is 
important your conveyancer keeps you informed of 
developments as they happen. When choosing your 
conveyancer, check how they will be communicating with you, 
for example, ask if they have dlrea dial and email, and can you 
check the progress of your matter online 24/7. 

Spraft fnd/coff Solicitors has teams of property experts /n 
8ar)bury, Bicester, Brackley ar)d Buckmgham. if you would like 
to talk fo them about buying or selling a property, please 
contact Michael Weightman. Residential Property Manager, 
on 01195 Z04000 or email conveyandng@se-law.co,uk. 


01295 204000 

@ conveyandng@se-law.co.uk 
Q www.se-law.co.uk 
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The 'Growth Corridor' across the Four Shires and beyond will provide 
huge opportunities for landowners and developers alike over the next 
few decades, Stephen Rutledge, partner at leading property consultancy 
Fisher German, says it's time to strike while the iron is hot. 


While land and property markets 
vary across the county as a whole, 
there is certainly one area where 
landowners and developers would 
do well to focus on in the long¬ 
term. 

The 'Growth Corridor', a 6,600 sg 
mile area incorporating parts of 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire 
and Cambridgeshire, already 
contributes more than £100 
billion to the UK's economy each 
year, and is the fastest-growing 
economic area outside of London. 

The Growth Corridor contains 
four of the UK's top 10 towns and 
cities in which to live, and many 
are surrounded by picturesque 
countryside. 

The area has a highiy skilled 
science and tech sector, and is 
home to Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities, which are consistently 
rated among the best higher 
education establishments in the 
world. 

It is also an area where 
entrepreneurs thrive - two of its 
dties rank in the UK's top five for 
business start-ups and every year 
hundreds of knowledge-intensive 
businesses are bom out of world- 
leading university research and 
expertise. 

And the Growth Corridor is full of 
innovation too. It has the highest 
rate of patent applications per 
100,000 people in the country, and 
is home to the top three ranked 
Local Enterprise Partnerships in 
England for innovation. 

All of these reasons mean the 
Growth Corridor is an extremely 
attractive area to live and invest 
in, which means its population 
and number of business are set to 
expand rapidly over the next few 
years. 



Stephen Rutledge 


Key to delivering this growth is the 
construction of one million new 
homes by 2050, as mandated by 
the Government. There has already 
been a lot of development in the 
area to facilitate this - driving 
around the area will show you 
that - but there's still a very long 
way to go. 

To put this level of growth into 
context, Milton Keynes, a major 
town in the Growth Corridor, has 
provided around 100,000 homes 
since its foundation 50 years ago. 
The Government essentially wants 
the equivalent of 10 Milton Keynes 
within 30 years. 

Another key aspect in maximising 
the potential of the area is new 
road and rail links being built over 
the next few years. 

The Oxford to Cambridge 
Expressway is being planned 
by Highways England, which is 
aiming to follow the route of the 
East-West Rail Link, also between 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

Both projects aim to improve 
connections between key towns 
within the Growth Corridor and 
create more incentives for people 
to live, work and visit the area. 

This population expansion and 


improved infrastructure is not so 
much a threat, but an opportunity. 

Landowners within the growth 
corridor are in an excellent position 
as, aside from better east-west 
communications, the main thing 
holding back the construction of 
new houses is the lack of land 
supply. 

Fisher German is well placed to 
help landowners within the Growth 
Corridor to take full advantage of 
this situation, as we have offices 
right at the heart of it in Banbury, 
Bedford, and Thanne. 


Our teams work across residential, 
rural and commercial property, and 
have great expertise in promoting 
land, advising on compulsory 
purchase and accurate land 
valuation, as well as sales. 

Our specialist development and 
planning teams, who have plenty 
of relevant local knowledge, will 
be able to advise you every step of 
the way. 

Anyone wishing: to seek advice 
from Fisher German should call 

Stephen Rutledge on 
07919 693401. 



^ FISHER 
w GERMAN 


Your local team 


■ Ru 1^1 consultancy 

■ Property agency 

■ Planning and development 

■ HS2 and compulsory purchase 

■ Prop^ty nrtanagement 

■ Comnrtercial 

■ Utilities and infrastructure 


South Central: 


0 

ba nbury@fishergernnan.co.iJk 

© 

bedford(afisliergermain. co.uk 


thameiaftshergermani. co.uk 


fishergerman.co.uk 
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MAGAZINE 


GET NOTICED in fhe Four 
Call Gail on 07842 108590 or Sharon 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, W ARMLNGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 


AeU^ED OVEIf YCM 




Fi7/ your wit/i eo/our t/tis su/fj/rter 

V H'it/j p/on/s/rom 

' ^ TOM SAGE 

^at 

Wappenbury Hall 

£n/oy personal sen ice aiyeur /ocat specia/ist m/mery' 

Hai7gmg bastce/s 
# Fusc/tias a specio/tt}f 
41 Summer 

# Co/jraifier pta/jts 

♦ Vegetable plants 

# Shrubs 
^ Herbs 

% Christmas trees, festive wreaths 
and table arrangements 

ly Open all year MctiJay to Saluniay 9am to 4pii! / 

'J Wappenbury Hall, Wappenbur>'^, CV3J 91 
0J926 6J323f 


A FOUR SHIRES 

MAGAZINE 


Subscribe to Four Shires 

FOR YOURSELF OR A FRIEND 
at www.foiirshires.co.uk or by post 

12 MONTHS ONLY £36 
6 MONTHS ONLY £20 





FAST 

PROFESSIONAL 
SEin/KTE 


I 



^ MB frMisarTJ EBCFfr-iiwI'/ Ifaft 

Home Automation Video Distribution 

Freeview & Ffeesat TV 
Multi Room TV Otstrlbutlon 

WIFI Boosting HDTV 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ nsTneLmcw 

» TV, Radioand Satellite Aerials 
■ Extra points around the house 




Fast Emergency Repairs 
CCTV 

Telephone: 01295 250 206 
Freephone:08085 364 646 


Cal us NOW for Itie 
toiest SKY oners 


10% discount on all NEW INSTALLATIONS 


5WS 

Fornierlv Farm & General Supplied Lid 

Sanbury Road [B41Q0h or Burton Da^wit CV47 2BB 


’WW'WYNN STAY 


Til: 01295 770707 


WofKitlKningiS0fdEBu/n 
HarseSPtifetd 
mtm flattie fettcitig 
Mia&uts & UtppisnicrHy 
WOrrwTJ 


ifVheeKnnwf 
roslBttoit 
nwiKf ntnew 
HetuI0 WboAn 9(A3 
CorivfiFtAt HoQjlflg Shtta 
Pka fTKKih, marh man... 


Q}t}0 Quptity, QotHt Value, Goo0 A0vire 
CMIurtn service AvailabEe frH’w.wyntuuv-CO uk 


West BarRl 

VETERINARY HOSPITAUl A; 




a/a.'ifW 


I I I IT fly LATE NIGHT 

BliMfeM OPENING 

KffMIiliiiEiiMr Mon-Thurs until RPM 


Call our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 

Banburv / Narl b BanEKurv / Seutlum / AMerburv / Woodford Itibt 
WWW westbai^ets.co uN 



i R R c • R'^nderson 
% C ^ Carpets 




'^ilTV 


Carpets selected from around the globe on. display 
at Oxbow Famn, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AQ 
0129S 690721 


U 



Et.R.A,M.M Registcml 
FiycT Lict.ni!4.Td (BFLl 


t nwlhxHi in tti>tK nmsonry 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

www.banburvmemoria/s.co. uk 

V' 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr Banbur>', 
Oxon, 0X17 3HJ 



































DISRUPTION IN THE FOUR SHIRES 




THE GREAT BRITISH WEATHER 


I t had to happen, didn't It? The early 
summer delugei There are parts of the 
UK under woter once more - outdoor 
events have been disrupted! 

Either the weather is less stobie nowadays 
Of the meteorologists are becoming less 
accurate. (Whot's the weather got to do 
with meteors onyway?) 

Leaving aside such glaring errors os 
Michael Fish's non existent "hurricane" that 
reduced Sevenoaks in Kent to two oaks, 
the vast sums spent on special weather 
forecasts seem to moke us and them no 
better informed. In fact they've become so 
defensive that the overage forecast now 
goes, "Generally a mild day with some 
sunshine, likelihood of showers, some heavy 
in places, winds variable, stronger near the 
coast, possibility of overnight frost on high 
ground and in sheltered areas late on. Mist 
and fog patches in morning which may be 
slow to clear." How come they missed out 
the snow? Are they being just a tod careful 
here or are they involved in some high 
stokes competition to see who con use up 
the most of those fridge magnet things? 

They also take up expensive airtime telling 
you the weather story so fart 

This is always good fun as we know what 
it was like: we were probably out in it, not 
poring over computer print outs of the 
Atlantic jet streom in some darkened room. 

Now I used to assume, trusting fool that I 
am, that all these choracters had access 
to the same information. It would follow 
logically, therefore, that all the forecaster's 
reports, whether on television, the 
Interwebh radio or in the press would be 
the some, after allowing for a bit of poetic 
licence and regional vernacular to stop 


them getting bored. That's where you’d be 
wrong] There are forecasts to suit all. [f your 
life is so empty of excitement that you feel 
it worthwhile, trawl though them, including 
those clever opps or whatever, and choose 
the one you like best. Unfortunately, that’s 
the one least likely to be right! 

I have always been appalled at the 
privations of a deep sea fisherman, but 



how can they set off into the watery 
wastes of the frozen north if their forecasts 
are like those dished out to us landlubbers? 
"Ross and Cromarty, 1020, falling slowly, 
moderate to strong, rain, ten miles" may 
be gibberish to us but it con be life and 
death to them] 

Old timers hove their own forecasting 
methods. Cloud formations and how cows 
lie in fields hove something to do with it. 

I don’t know why I pour such scorn on it. 
Perhaps an isobar is somewhere to get o 
cold beer and this is no less accurate than 
those earnest men and toothy blondes 
on the box. Meanwhile, as o backup. Tve 
got my barometer and my seaweed. The 
barometer, I'm sure, is useless and the 
only reason I hove it is so that I con tap 
if with impunity. This is in defiance of my 
late revered parent who used to utter dire 
threats if I dared, as a small boy, to fop hisl 

The seoweed? 

Well thot blew away lost night - so it must 
have been windy] 4 
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COMPLETE SUMMER 
WEEKEND 
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PORTHE PEOPLE 

JOY CROOKES 
TOM SPEIGHT 
MILYCAPELL 
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HOTHOUSE FLOWERS 

LAFERTESTAKSwRhSamMooreCABLE STREET COLLECTIVE 
LOVIN CRIME WRITERS KINGDOM CHOIR VOICES BARE JAMS 
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PREVIEW 


LOST VOICE GUT JOSIE LONG ROSE MATAFEO 

SPENCER KIRI AHI UUBEIU MAX& SARAH SARA AUGE GMIRETI JACK SOPHIE BEN 
JONES SHAH WEIR IVAN lETin BARRON SNEDUN HLERICK RARRT DUER POPE 
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CHRIS DIFFORD JAMES SAYER BELLE ROSCOE 
GIUSEPPE T FERGUS JJ ROSA SAM BEETON THE KINGS PARADE 






JACK & TIM SEBASTIAN SCHUB OSCAR CORNEY LAUREN RAY JOCEE 
JAMES HARBIDGE TORI 

RIVERSIDE STAGE 
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HE BUFFALO SKINNERS 


2 TONE ALL SKAS NAINBREAKERS THE WONDER BEERS THE SHAPES JJ 

PANDAPOPALYPSE THE DEADBEAT APOSILES THE BRICKWORK LIZARDS CHINA BEARS THE STANDARD KANADIA 
HOPE AND GLORY GEORGE CHEETHAM EASTER ISUND STATUES FUSED MOLLY DAVIES PREMIUM LEISURE THE OTHER DRAMAS 
SEVEN O'CLOCK JUNKIES KNIGHTS OF MENTIS BLACK HATS JOFFIN LESCLOCHARDS VON BRAUN ISSY CHARLBURY UKULELE BAND EVENLODE JAZZ 

BEADTIFIJL GAMPING | GORGEOUS CLAMPING | KIDS ZONE j HATFLOnER TEEN TENT | TERRIFIC TRADERS | GOURMET CATERERS | TEA FDR GREAT TEW | FAIRGROUND VILLAGE 
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CORNISH 

■ORCHARtiS ■ 



ENGLAND'S MOST CEVIUSED GATEERING 
CORMBURYMUSlCFESTtVAL.COH 
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ROLEX 


THE SEA-DWELLER 


Designed for the a.qu3.nauts who spent weeks in pressurised underwater habitats^ 
the Sea-Dweller, with its helium escape valve, continues to evolve the possibilities of 
the exploration ot the deep. This is a story ot perpetual excellence, the story ot Rolex. 


^Perpetual 





100 YEARS 

BO High Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 SJG 
One Gold Street, Northampton NN1 1SA 



WATCH FEATURED SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY 


























